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VISNUSAMHITA AN INTRODUCTION 

SECTION I 

The Tantrik Tradition 

Among the religious texts of the Hindus, Tantras occupy 
only the fourth position after Sruti, Smfti and Pur3ija.lt has 
been said that the Tantras are regarded by those who follow 
them as a fifth Veda as ancient as the others and of superior 
authority that practical application of its teachings, however, 
which is prescribed in the Tantra is to be followed in preference 
to the VaidikacSra in the Kaliyuga. The relation of the Veda 
to the Tantra has been compared with that of the JTvatmS to 
the ParamatmS. In other words the Tantra is said by its 
adherents to represent the inner core of the former. 

Tantra is considered by the orthodox people as the 
specific $3stra for the Kaliyuga - the present age. It is not a 
petty &3stra for a small sect, but rather it represents as a 
universal text governing all men in the Kali age, though 
particular provisions in it may have reference to particular 
divisions of worshippers. Some among the §5ktas prescribe a 
form of sadhana called ‘Pancatattva’ or worship with wine, 
meat, fish, grain and woman (representing Sakti :). In a vulgar 
sense this is called Paficamakara because each of the elements 
commences with the letter ‘ma’ as in madya, mamsa, matsya, 
mudra and maithuna. Only a community of Vamacarins among 
the Saktas, practise this as a TahasyapQja’. This VSmacara is 
only prescribed for Sakta initiates and is forbidden to the Sakta 
non-initiate and to other communities of worshippers. Hence 
it is an error to hold that Tantra is a petty Sastra of any 
religious sect only. In fact the Tantra deals with all matters 
of common interest and belief, from the doctrine of the origin 
of the world to the laws which govern kings and the societies 
with which they have been divinely appointed to rule, medicine 
and science generally. It is also a repository of esoteric belief 
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and practices, particularly relating to Yoga and Mantrasastra. 
Further, Tantra claims to govern all orthodox communities of 
worshippers in the age of Kali in a general manner. 

Tantras, Agamas and Samhitas 

In a general sense the term Tantra is applied to a mass 
of religious literature based on certain dogmas. In a specific 
way the term is applicable to a system of doctrines or a book. 
Agama means tradition and Sarhhita stands for a collection of 
sacred texts. The texts which propagate the worship of Siva 
and Sakti are generally classed under the type called Agama 
and those relating to Vi$pu are termed as Saihhitas. Tantras 
derive their materials both from Agamas and Sarhhitas. The 
Saivite texts are often referred to as §aiv3gamas. The 
Vai$ijavas consider Sarhhitas as their sacred literature. 

Vi$pusarfihita (11-11-12) defines the term Tantra and the 
nature of its authority as follows: 

cRFcT ^ *PTTsHT: I 

TRl clel-3311 : hR^sicI 11 

cld^<rld<4l I 

UMlcrf 11 


Accordingly Tantra is that which helps to accomplish the 
desires of the Sadhaka and that which protects the people from 
fear. It has authority on a par with Purapa since it has its 
source in the Vedas, or with Smfti like Manusmfti since it is 
as dependable as the words of a reliable person. The term 
‘Tantra’ is derived from the root ‘tanu’ meaning ‘to expand’ 
or ‘to perform’. 


$abdakalpadruma quotes the following definition for 
Tantra which provides a complete picture of the characteristics 
of the literature. 


Ass yfcui'Is HHl-tufti | 

^Rir cf^rTf xT c Roif 11 
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cTiTFTT | 

-ctKo^n' H<+|U||^|c( <^oThH, 11 
^GTJRq -c|U~4H ■^jETt^T cT^T^ I 
•im'mhT <m'4mT ^ 11 

Bq^R: q?eqcT ^ W ^sqRRcpjfaT^ I 
$c4lf< cTacT^r^F a^lHcq(44)^1 cl 11 


Monier Williams considers Tantra as a class of “works 
teaching magical and mystical formulae, mostly in the form of 
dialogues between Siva and Durga and said to treat of five 
subjects, the creation, the destruction of the world, the worship 
of the Gods, the attainment of all objects, especially of six 
superhuman faculties and the four modes of union with the 
supreme spirit by meditation”. 


There are various classifications with regard to the works 
on Tantra as: (1) Saihhita, Agama and Rahasya, (2) Sattvika, 
Rajasa and Tamasa (3) Vaidika and Avaidika. There are also 
other branches called Yamala and pamara. There are 8 
Yamalas pertaining to deities like, Brahma, Vi$pu, Rudra, 
Lak$m7, Uma, Skanda, GapeSa and Graha. They are defined 
as: 


BqrfqqRpqpf PHcq^cqy^mH, i 


The six pamaras relate to Yoga, Siva, Durga, Sarasvati, 
Brahma and Gandharva. 


The vastness of this literature can be known from various 
references. According to one view there are 192 works relating 
to Tantra alone. The number of stanzas in each of these works 
are said to be numerous. 

Threefold division of Tantras 

There is a threefold division of Tantras into Vi§pukranta, 
Rathakranta and ASvakranta (sometimes also called as 
Gajakranta). According to some authorities this division is 
based on the regions in which these Tantras are popular. To 
each of these three regions 64 Tantras each are assigned. 
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According to &aktimarigala Tantra, Vi$pukrant5 extends from 
Vindhya mountains to Chittagong thus including Bengal. The 
Rathakranta pervades from the same place to MahacTna, 
including Nepal and ASvakrSnta from the same mountain to 
the great ocean apparently including the rest of India. Thus a 
total of 192 Tantras are popular in these regions. 1 There are 
some overlappings in the enumeration of the names of the 
Tantras and some appear in more than one of these lists. A 
few of these and others have been printed from various places. 
Here it may be noted that Tantrapaddhati 2 also known as 
Isanasivagurudeva Paddhati, 3 after the name of its author. 
Isanasivagurudeva (most probably a writer froip Kerala) has 
provided a lengthy and comprehensive account of the contents 
of a work on Tantra in the following lines: \ 


faWdlfH faftflKlPf 'd-dlPd I 


1 l v 3 11 




* IIV 


yfM'i Hifd'+>lien 11 

7F2TT ■Nl JMcflfHci 11 \ 11 

HIHI^Tlld^Kc|u[cf,|4 s | 

TT^TT +lPH Middle I elfcTdl UB^lPHcl || ^ || 

11 vs 11 

4oHKHKur|L||^<{u^iYrdrMcjm<|4^ II || 

yddl'HddRtddHHKl I 

Uc^lHKiHlPiifdfcii •aT’eTT gfif 11 ^ 11 

-^d^dlR+c^ia’ sT^infr ^STT II 11 
teTf^THFftfTt^TT^ 1 

^fgfprf^Twgii ** n 


1 Arthur Avalon, Principles of Tantra, Introduction, 
pp.57-59 for a list of 192 Tantras. Madras, 1960. 

2 N.P.Unni, Tantrapaddhati - A Study, Delhi, 1988. 

3 Isanasivagurudeva Paddhati (in 4 vols) ed. T.Ganapati 
SSstri, Reprinted with an elaborate introduction by 
Dr.N.P.Unni, Delhi, 1988., Patala I, stanzas 3-15. 
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< +rciy mRi4«TT II II 
^acJ > P4HfcM*f 14Hl4u^^ifcTR. \ 

^N4)PMc( +^^1 ^ II II 
U.d>IHfM Jcr l^'i c <r^f L Kcr i ei u IIH v I 
Tjfcf fadlWf^TcT tt^TW d-U^ftlH. II V* M 
H^^'dldfcIqlHyMa'jH'fl '=r«n I 
dPtwi wm^erf -g^ar ^iRh^^fK. 11 11 

The treatise is equated to a Smfti. It is like the bed of 
Vi$iju and the elixir called SanjTvanT. It is like DapdanTti 
providing means to destroy the wicked. It is equal to the season 
of Brahma and like his various ordinances providing different 
objects. In these stanzas the author has given a good account 
of the contents of this important and comprehensive work on 
Tantras. 

Agamas 

Agamas are believed to have branched out from the same 
stem of the Vaidik tree which produced the earlier Upani$ads. 
They were popular _at one time and formed the basis of a 
number of creeds. Agamas contend that they constitute the 
truest exegesis of the Vedas and their origins are certainly as 
ancient at those of some of the classical Upani$ads. 

Padmasadihita has defined Agama in the following words: 
STFTcf 7TIT ^ I 

BcT ^ 11 

-I T>m4'in, I 

Trafai ^ai< u i4c( xj 11 
^rar t4H4)Jia3f%fcr i 
TTHl^ref^r^T W1I|4 dP^^rn: 11 

According to some, the Vedas were issued from four out 
of the five mouths of Siva and the Tantra or the higher tradition 
(Urdhvamn5ya) from his central or fifth mouth. The name of 
this fifth face of Siva is referred to as “Sadyojata” and the 
other four faces are respectively known as Vamadeva, Aghora, 



Tatpuru$a, and ISSna. The author of Tantrasmuccaya has given 
the names as follows : (XII. 99) 

Trat^TcTat^TT Hpdd^: WJcNt Plft^l I I 


The seven topics of an Agama are referred to here as 
Srsti (creation), Pralaya (deluge), devatanam arcanam (wor¬ 
ship of gods), sSdhanam (meditation), puraScarapam (worship), 
$a{karma (the six magical powers called marapa, uccafana, 
vaslkaraija, sthambhana, vidve$aga and svastyayana or Santi). 

As already said those narrated by Siva to ParvatT are 
called Agamas, but those narrated by ParvatT to Siva are called 
Nigamas. This distinction is made out in the following verses: 
3TFTcT TTcT ^ PlR'dl^ I 

TTct d^HKHR II 

fn4cTl PiR-dMcHi ^Tms PiRvi^rdH, 1 

-pFFT: mR+c^ 11 

Siva himself proclaimed these Agamas which are mainly 
classified as Para and Apara. Under the first category called 
Para, there are 28 Agamas designated as Sivajfianabheda. Of 
these 10 are those beginning with Kamika and 18 beginning 
with Vijaya (making a total of 28). The second category Apara 
consists of 14 (ten beginning with the Ijtgveda and four 
beginning with Mlmamsa). This second category is known as 
Pa£ujfianabheda. ISanaSivagur-udevapaddhati has provided 
details regarding these works. Then there are other works 
pertaining to the Sakta Cult, viz, five Subhagamas, 64 
Kaulagamas and 8 MiSragamas making a total of 77 works. 

Sarhhitas 


The word ‘sartihita’ literally means ‘collection’ 
Pauskarasariihita has defined the system as: 

U'fedK°4 I 

^ t 7i ra i ffH l Pre> l TTcf: | 

^TeTt^T II 

nnnn 1 *" 18 to the definition a text of this category should 
stanzas. But in reality the extent of these texts are 
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much less and the Vi$ijusamhita contain only 2623 stanzas in 
its 30 chapters. It is estimated that there are at least 215 works 
belonging to the category of Samhitas which are mostly 
Vai$oavite in character. Among these only a few like 
Ahirbudhnyasamhita, ISvarasamhita, ParaSarasamhita and 
Vi$pusamhita are available in print. It is a pity that many 
valuable works mentioned by authorities like Prof. Schrader 
(in his introduction to Pancaratra) remain to be discovered 
and published. 

Visnusamhita 

The Vi$pusamhita ascribed to authorship of Sumati is a 
Tantrik treatise divided into 30 chapters called Patalas and it 
consists of a total of 2623 &lokas in the Anu${up metre. It is 
not a compendium, but an original composition and as such 
no other work or author is found quoted though it is certain 
that the author must have been indebted to his predecessors. 

The general contents and the number of stanzas in each 
chapter are indicated as follows: (1) The aim of the treatise - 
52; (2) The scope and definition - 53; (3) The prowess of Vi$pu 
- 89; (4) The concept of a K$etra - 62*$ (5) The selection of 
mantras - 79", ( 6 ) The modes of worship - 79*$ (7) The definition 
of poses (intertwinings of the fingers)-58; ( 8 ) The consecration 
of fire - 86 ; (9) The characteristics of the mystic diagram -75 
(10) The. rites of consecration -93*$ (11) The consecration of 
the preceptor -81*$ ( 12 ) The characteristics of the ground - 94; 
(13) The erection of the temple -87; (14) The characteristics 
of idols - 106; (15) The five types of installations - 108*2; (16) 
The purification of the idol - 133*2; (17) The conception of 
divinity in the idol - 115; (18) The rites of installation - 96*$ 
(19) The rites following the consecration - 60; (20) The rites 
of festivals - 101*$ (21) The holy procession - 97; ( 22 ) The 
offering of oblations - 85; (23) The Universal worship - 83*$ 
(24) The renovation of the shrines - 92*$ (25) The rules for 
expiations - 87*$ (26) The ritual of holy bath - 76; (27) The 
modes of sprinkling - 98*$ (28) Miscellaneous rites - 94; (29) 
The conventional practices of the school-108*$ and (30) The 
meditation on the god 89. 

Tantra texts are usually divided into four sections (1) 
S&m5nyapada, (2) Mantrapada, (3) Kriyapada and (4) 



- 8 - 

Yogapada. According to a slightly different classification the 
four divisions are enumerated as (1) Jfiana - the knowledge 
and its nature, (2) Yoga - the concentration of mind and the 
means of attaining the same, (3) Kriya- the construction of 
temples and the consecration of idols in them; and (4) Carya 
- the religious rites and social observances. Sometime the 
emphasis is given to one or two aspects of the above-mentioned 
classification and in the case of Kerala the emphasis is laid ort 
Kriya and Carya. But the author of Vi$nusamhita does not 
follow this pattern though in his 30 chapters he has dealt with 
all the aspects comprehended in the fourfold classification. He 
has mentioned this in a line as: 

11 (I. 34) 

While TsanaSivagurudevapaddhati follows the fourfold 
division,later works like Tantrasmuccaya of Cennas Narayanan 
Nampotiri has followed the method adopted by the author of 
Vi§tiusamhita. 4 


Though the treatise is called Vi$pusamhit3 with special 
stress on the worship of Vi§pu, it comprehends the rites of 
worship relating to other deities also. In fact to a large extent 
the work is a treatise on general aspects of Tantra as applicable 
to the rituals in the temples of Kerala. While the main deity 
consecrated and worshipped is referred to as Vi$pu, the other 
minor deities are also referred to as installed in the various 
corridors of the temple campus. For instance in major Vi$pu 
temples deities like Vi$vaksena, Gapapati, Sasta, K$etrap5la 
etc., are often installed. Within the first circle surrounding the 
sanctum the seven divine mothers like BrahmT, MaheSvarT etc., 
are consecrated along with their guards VTrabhadra and 
aijapab. On the opposite side seven other mothers like 
Sgisvan, , e ^ c *» are consecrated with another pair of 

guardians called Sndhara and Hayasya. The eight lords of the 
q r ers are esta ished in the form of a pTth’a-like stone image. 

>hes= 0 d b eW« nS eve™ day" are *° be P ' rf ? nned ,0 a " ot 

j u <*y . once, twice or thrice as occasion 

Reprinted'JS < th y an 0 ll^h r3yapan » ed - T> Ga ^ a P ati $5stri; 

Nag Publishers ° rate introduction by Dr.N.P.Unm., 

> 1990 , 
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demands. During times of festivals the rites differ and assume 
bigger proportions. 

The author 

Though the authorship is ascribed to Vi§iju as the 
promulgator of the treatise, the real author for all practical 
purposes is mentioned as Sumati. He is mentioned as the son 
of a sage called Idhmavan. Sumati has narrated the story 
succinctly to Aupamanyava who beseeched him with the 
request. While Sumati was occupying the mount SrTSaila he 
was accosted by the sages with the request. He refers to himself 
as: 

^HfddfH 11 ( 1 . 8 ) 

NarSyaija, the author of the HaripT commentary on the 
text explains the portion as follows: 

■^TfddF^ rqiP< 3TTl-T£HrdHfH 
■^HPdRfcT ^Tt^RT dl<^ft Hfd4w Tfr 

■Rrt ^hRthFh i Pd<w ^ ^ttcm 

€1tARt ^cfqi fRT I 

NagasvamT who composed the commentary called 
TattvapradTpika has offered the following explanations to the 
passage. 

^iPddfM rR ^ ^ 

^HJ,d: I ■?TT^ ^ TO? 

^TSFTI 


Sumati has maintained all through that Vi$iju himself 
narrated to him the extensive treatise of Vi$i?usamhita having 
108 chapters under the four sections of Jfiana, Carya, Kriya 
and Yoga. 


Pd^lPMdl WTT | 

^MKlR.derlRd< g?grf f^TRfW Petw^TSdlH, 11 
31 4?P<P^R&<1 H J 

=tiH^Fr^i 4 )o^K^ti^Rji 


(I. 33-34) 
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He further holds that the present treatise is an epitome 
of the original containing 108 chapters revealed to him by 
Vi$pu himself. 

ddlddlHI ^ TTTTW : 11 

7J5RRT ^TET«Tf fa wjflT^dll 
yfadyRdydl tRTT fspsnpTT W^4)Rd( II 

(I. 51-52) 

Towards the end of the text also the author makes a 
similar statement regarding his role in the composition. 

TJcr ^ TRkTTMM H«4l<rMI f^apff^cTT I 
irrejr^ h^tt ^tht ^ii-tft 11 

(XXX - 80) 

Since the author has claimed that he has acquired the 
knowledge from the god himself in a different yuga other than 
the present one, it is virtually impossible to know his identity 
or nativity. His commentators also could not provide any clue 
for this. VafakkumkOr Rajarajavarma Raja, a historian of 
literature holds that it is possible to conjecture that the real 
name of the author too must be Vi$pu, though his identity 
could not be established. 5 That the author must have been a 

erala Brahmin is almost definite and scholars have postulated 
this idea. 

The date of the author is not definitely established. But 
sc olars hold that later writers like Cennas Narkyapan 
• IT".!"’ aut h°r of Tantrasamuccaya (14th century) are 

,r l ®. ted author of Vi$pusamhita. 7 Nilakaptha NambTSan 

° f Iruma| igalam who flourished a little later than the author 
or i antrasamuccaya seems to refer to the work with the name 
ansam ita and its commentary in the prefatory stanzas to 


5 C^nSmf J Vo ar ni S j3 iA« ya i>amskrta S3hit y a 

6 Ullor S Parem ’ PP* 566-576. 

II, n 3 i 6 T ^ eS ^ ara 1 > rer * Kerala Sahitya Caritram, Vol. 

7 Ibid.', p ii5 nvand nim, 1962 
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his work Manu$yalayacandrik2. 8 The passage under reference 
is as follows: 

H4Hd T^TT^fcf 

^ fa *1+4Moxiif^lcH^ | 
^oi|Koi|j eR^Tedi facu u uti 
^TT d'd-H 1 i5d4lddH^^lcild TTfeiWcT 11 

It has been pointed out that Narayapa the author of 
Tantrasamuccaya is indebted to Vispusamhita. Since this work 
in 12 Pafalas consisting of a total of 1801 stanzas is of the 
nature of an epitome, the author has never mentioned any 
other author or work directly. But his son, Sankara who 
composed the VimarSinT commentary on Tantrasamuccaya has 
pointed out on numerous occasions the sources of the statement 
of his father as Vi$pusamhita. 9 Thus the son has made it amply 
evident that his father has heavily borrowed from earlier 
writers including the author of Vi$pusamhita. This goes to 
prove the popularity as well as the authority that the text had 
earned during the 15th century A.D. 

i 

Commentaries on' VisnusamhitQ 

It has already been alluded to the existence of two 
commentaries on the Vi$pusamhita. Though there are several 
palm leaf manuscripts of these important commentaries in the 
collections of the Kerala University Oriental Research Institute 
and Manuscripts Library, Kariavattom, Trivandrum, hitherto 
nobody has tried to edit them. The present writer has referred 
to the commentaries just to have an idea of the nature and 
scope of these glosses. 


8 Ibid. 

9 Tantrasamuccaya with com. Vimargim, ed. T. Gapapati 
SaStri, reprinted with an introduction by Dr. N.P.Unni, 
Nag Publishers, Delhi, 1990, Part I, pp.94, 98, 101, 103, 
106, 107, etc., Part II, pp. 192, 235, 255, 256, etc. 
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(1) Harini by Narayana 


It seems that the commentary styled HaripT is the first 
ever gloss composed on this Tantrik treatise. HaripT contains 
the following prefatory observations . 10 


^TcT^r f^TT I 

sTTfsra^r J 1*1 ft 4 «Ffk«T: 11 

IJHcfWftTcTTSTf I 

y+i^i siwdi 11 


The stanza means: “I bow to Sumati who brought the 
divine Vi§pusamhita to the earth as BhagTratha did in the case 
of river Ganges. But it is a matter of ridicule that the meaning 
of the Samhita of Sumati which could not be explained by 
scholars possessing the brilliance of the sun is being revealed 
by me who is only a burning charcoal when compared to the 
others” 

<^4rSd*tHfa^irsUMIotrn u lf 

MiSdm44mi 5 RhS'* ciHr ‘SfftTrTT I 

rTTt ^TT ^<41 

o^Ro ^i cj^ SlRufidlH^II I 


The commentary called HaripT is compared in this stanza 
to a beautiful girl with well proportionate limbs and embel¬ 
lished with proper ornaments. The Samhita is like river 
Tamraparpi flowing from the Sahya mount which is none other 
than the author Sumati himself. The commentator goes on to 
make the following remarks: 


arq- fq-^pcp^ -pp 

H3RT Tcrsnj- 
<ph *iFFT-^ | cfrfhTq ^ fa q | H H *1 Tft EZTFF^ 

^Hv4U-,^c,qc Tr^jqTPT: ^<r4 

^y-tTvlHi^cp^H ^VI>u;^ , |^ Hc 1 yu| 


Transcript No. 43 a n t *u 

Library. OI ‘he Kerala University Manuscripts 
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In this passage the commentator upholds the view that 
the treatise was originally compared by God Vi$pu and that 
he has expitomised the contents and made it known to the 
people of the world through Sumati and Aupamanyava who 
put on the roles of the teacher and the taught or rather the 
speaker and the listener. 


That the name of the commentator was Narayaga is made 
clear by the colophons of some of the chapters and a verse 
occurring of the end of the treatise. 



The commentary is adequate if not extensive in its scope. 
The commentator has expressed his familiarity with the subject 
and he quotes parallel views of authorities in the field in 
support of his explanations. The final stanza occurring at the 
end of the commentary also reveals his parentage and nativity. 
‘ Z T? 3 T oqiy^ct,^: cfcd<3N^w4;il^r<rl- 
tftcT TjqfrjUT: ^Idt-H HKHU|:| 

■qf tjiRo Tr fi rei 

o^Ko'MNIMfd'MId ^ M<S. el T\el Vf: f?flRftssff$T*TTI | 


From the stanza it is clear that the author Narayaija 
belonged to the house of Puliyannllr (a family of Namputiri 
Brahmins located near Chengannur in Central Kerala). The 
name of his father is mentioned as Udaya. That the commen¬ 
tator Narayaija was a devotee of Lord Siva consecrated in the 
Vatakkumnatha Temple of Trichur (referred to as Vf§adri in 
the Sanskrit compositions of Kerala by many writers) is also 
made evident by the stanza. Naraya^a is also credited with a 
similar commentary on another important treatise on Tantra 
called Kriyasara." 


11 UllUr S.Parameswara Iyer, op.cit., p.316. 
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Several palm leaf manuscripts of the commentary are 
available in Trivandrum in the collections preserved by the 
University of Kerala. 

(2) Tattvapradipika of NagasvamT 

A Brahmin scholar named NagasvamT has composed 
another commentary on Vi$pusamhit3 styled Tattvapradipika. 12 
Nothing is known regarding the identity of the scholar or about 
his nativity. The following stanzas occur at the beginning of 
the commentary which is not yet printed. 

Rjcs ^FT 5 ^^' I 

■ztt ■ q re tflRf rcKo^Mi ttt y«T5 i 
3WnRiPui*«rw ^ihhni 

qnTTTT fsFf^f^TTeFTt^TTH, I 

^cTFT^WTFT rPsft 1 

MN<|5|vqHlK ^<41RdH, I 

TF5T TT^r TF:|| 

W=q ddKll<lfH<?uirll 

tl^WIW *T*TT oMKo^l UrSF^ftfWI I 

In these stanzas the commentator pays his obeisance to 
deities like Gapapati (the elephant-faced god), SarasvatT (the 
goddess of speech) and Kf§pa. Then he bows to Sumati the 
author who composed the Tantra taking ideas and principles 
from Pancaratra texts. In referring to the qualities of the work 
as “bhuktimuktiprada” he has borrowed the term from the last 
line of the^ first^ Pa(ala of Vi$pusamhita which runs as follows: 
H^tnT'Ki'-Kr ?RT w^4)Rdll 

(I. 52) 

The commentator embarks upon his venture of composing 
e commentary styled Tattvapradipika after paying respects 

end of the™! P rece P tors a °d elders in the field. Towards the 
about wav 8 ° SS rnent '°ns his name as NagasvamT in a round 
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The commentary which is rather brief but useful ends 
with the following stanzas: 

TTTe^ cl cl I IJtrTT TRf^rRfSRTf^Pftl 

TTT fctt^flT^dl t(4<+.|Hl44»e^TI I 

■^P^TJtT^TtTPTT t=RTT oitKoAtl fa-p) fif'd 11 
Wrf^HT -II ^lycf u l TTRT clT^ycfirM'hl 11 

y^c^n Trg^t^r i i 

•q j |ctHd ^dJlddH^Xlfd'h' T RTTI 
Jd-c^H^fcl clc^ tN* %f?T *lpFcT cod*) f^RF^ 11 

The commentary is very lucid. The author with a humility 
observes that it was the blessing of his teachers that stood him 
in good stead to carry out the work. He expresses his name 
as ‘svaml’ prefixed by the word ‘Naga’ - a round about way 
of stating as Nagasvamin. Manuscripts of this commentary are 
available in sufficient numbers to justify an edition. 

Even though Visijusarfihita is not used by practising 
priests at present, it is evident that it was in vogue for sometime 
as proven by the existence of at least two useful and scholarly 
commentaries. 



SECTION II 
CONTENTS - A RESUME 

(1) The aim of the treatise 


Aupamanyava, - the descendant of Upamanyu, happened 
to meet with a Siddha - a holy personage who had accomplished 
and acquired supernatural powers, while the latter was sojourn¬ 
ing on the summit of mount Snsaila. The Siddha who was an 
adept in the Tantrik lore and emanated lustre seemed to 
surpass even the sun by his brilliance. Aupamanyava ap¬ 
proached him and enquired whether he was a celestial, or a 
sage or a man who had attained divinity. He wanted to know 
how this brilliant form was obtained and further to learn the 
whereabouts like his paternity, family, name etc. The Siddha 
then meditated upon Lord Vi$gu and stated that he achieved 
his present position due to the illusory power of Vi$iju. He 
was born in the^family of Bida and his name was Sumati, the 
son of sage Idhmavsn. He had studied the three Vedas and 
t eir ancillaries in addition to gaining expertise in the lore of 
antras. n his younger days he spent his boyhood in this 
mountain region having clear water and the spot where sage 
ai ya was performing penance. He had attended on the sage 
omg im services befitting to an elder and now he has come 

i? W 'Vi? V ' S A f 6 Sa ® 6 ^ rom the world of Visnu, traversing the 
sky. l hen Aupamanyava wanted to know as to what sacred 
ormu a e a earnt from the sage by which he obtained the 

presen s a us. he Siddha then replied that in fact the sage 
did not advise him nr i n ,, . . ,. . °. 

formula before vanishing ? C \iT regard,ng m i* ,cal 

worried the Siddha weM al T a ?" “ P resence ' Be, "e 
celestial voir* h. W6pt aloud and then listening to a gentle 

to please Lord^ivT^^Hu 1 T" 3 Saivam u ant ' a * a formula 
and spoke to him b ^ the formu,a the God a PPeared 

latter in turn advised TheSiddh !? ^ 

a formula which ic h S,ddh a to mediate upon Vispu using 
dear to the god. Thus having found the 
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inefficiency of Siva and Brahma to achieve his goal, the Siddha 
began to chant a six-lettered formula, day and night till he 
visualised a divine form. The God appeared before his eyes 
holding a conch, disc, mace, lotus, bow of Sarnga, arrow, 
sword and shield. The jewels Snvatsa and Kaustubha adorned 
his chest. An yellow garment and a garland of wild flowers 
adorned his limbs. A diadem, necklaces, armlets, and ear-rings 
made his form most attractive. That celestial form appeared 
as riding a bird (Garutfa). The Siddha worshipped him with 
various hymns and pleased him. The god informed him that 
he is pleased to instruct him as desired. He asked the Siddha 
to perform austerities and to leam Uvarasamhita (Saiv5gama) 
from ISvara (Siva) to begin with and then to study 
Brahmasamhita from Brahma before learning Vifnusamhita 
from him. The Siddha accordingly performed the penance. 

First he went to Siva and as instructed by Vi$pu he learnt 
Tsvarasamhita from Siva which consisted of 12 chapters and 
had no BTjamanlra to speak of. Then he leamt Brahmasamhita 
from Brahma which contained 32 chapters with formulas 
containing both BTjamantra and Nirbljamantra.After learning 
these he approached Vi$pu possessing eight hands and bowed 
before him. He informed the: lord that he has acquired 
proficiency in both the Samhita^ ordained by folds Siva and 
Brahma and now it was his turn to study the Vi^nusamhita 
from the promulgator himself. 

The Vqnusamhita promulgated Vi$i?u contained 108 
chapters which promised the attainment of all the eight 
prosperities, was divided into, the four sections called 
Jfianapada, Caryapada, Kriyapada and Ybgapada. They con¬ 
tained formulas using both BTjak§aras and NirbTjamantras in 
the performance of worship. Having learnt this the Siddha lost 
his worldly moorings and entanglements. He felt that celestials 
showered him with flowers and the breeze seemed to be 
fragrant. 

The Siddha remained on the summit of Srisaila for some 
more time performing (he worship of Visnu. Once all on a 
sudden Garuda appeared before him with a message from 
Visnu. He took the Siddha to the world of Visnu where he 
saw Brahma and others attending on the god. The lord asked 
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the Siddha to remain by his side. Thus having lived there for 
so many years, he had obtained the present form. 

The Siddha then informed Aupamanyava that it was not 
possible for him to narrate the whole of Vi$nusamhita in a 
limited span of time. Again at the request of the supplicant, 
the Siddha decided to epitomise the Saihhita and to narrate it 
in all its essential aspects. He then epitomised the lore under 
thirty topics or rather chapters which may be designated under 
the captions as follows. (1) TantroddeSa (the aim and scope 
of the Treatise); (2) Tantravyakhya (explanation of the scope); 
(3) Vi$ijuvaibhava (the narration of the prowess of Vi$iju); (4) 
K$etraninjaya (concept of a temple); (5) Mantroddhara (selec¬ 
tion of magical formulas or spells); (6) Arcanavidhi (modes of 
worship); (7) Mudralak$aija (characteristics of gestures and 
poses of hands); (8) Agnisarhskara (sacrifices or offerings in 
sacre fir e); (9) Maijdalalak$aija (Features of squares and other 
lagrams), ( 0) Dik$avidhi (Prescriptions for austerity); (11) 
D.k^tabh.seka (consecration of the preceptor); (12) 
(characteristics of earth or the selected plot); 

' raS s h 'J measur ements and design of temples or 

p ®* mbala ksaija (characteristics or features of 
do ), (15) Prat.sthapancaka (the five modes of erecting the 

lion of (he' W , oU);7l7) S 'Ad h ‘ t » >: f' 6) ? imba ^ ddhi < Pur ‘ ,ica : 
in on .•mono'*, /'ion « ' Adhivasa (causing a divinity to dwell 

PratillhanantankriyaVrites M? 1 1 °' consecra ! ion >: < I9 > 

Sa s e srr idhi ^~,: h d e ssrzs&ZS) 

offering of the process, °ns); (22) Balidanavidhi (modes of 

^^ f o: h : a ^rr s) i. (23 ) vi§v3rca ^ (worshi p ° f 

tions of temples and id .T'®/ 05 ( 24 > ^oddhara (renova- 
expiations or atonle n 1 ? 5) Pr3 y a S c,ttav,dhi (rites of 
ceremonial bathing)- f27^p ’ ,^ 2b ) Snapanavidhi (rites of 
sprinkling with sanctified Prok § a, ? avidhi ( rites of Purificatory 

cellaneous rites and rS,??. w®” etC ‘ ); (28) Karma " e 5 al ? ( mis ' 
peculiar to various S ' ; ( 29 ) Samay3c3ralak?aija (customs 

Bhagavatayogalj (relid eCtS ° f reli 8 ious heads )> and ( 30 ) 
etc.). The items descr-hT observances such as meditation 
chapters are compreh !f 10 the ori 8 inal text consisting of 108 
manner. This sacred ended in these 30 chapters in a succinct 
’ rare and unambiguous Vi$nusamhita is 
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narrated by Visnu himself for the enjoyment in this world as 
well as for liberation from the bondage. 

( 2 ) 

The scope and definition 

In the second section the scope and aim of the Tantra 
are dealt with succinctly. The preceptor who performs the vow 
should have qualities like Brahminhood, piety, accomplish¬ 
ment, possession of noble qualities, absence of blemishes, 
knowledge of yoga, ability for performing rites, truthfulness, 
excellence in speech, ability to destroy the views of the 
opponents by using all kinds of arguments, etc. He should be 
proficient in the principles of his own religious tenets and be 
inclined to help others. He should explain tenets to the 
disciples who approach him after selecting them properly and 
assessing their suitability. 

The disciple should bow to the preceptor and begin to 
learn after pronouncing the Praijavamantra. They should leam 
the lore with like-mined Brahmins. After acquiring the 
preceptorhood the Brahmins should teach the disciples regard¬ 
ing the rites of installation etc. But a §Ddra should not leam 
this or hear this. He could recite the mantra given to him by 
the teacher and worship the ground with it. He has no right 
to worship the consecrated idol or to perform sacrifices on 
sacred fire. He should employ Brahmins in such matters. 

Tantra is defined as that which accomplishes the attain¬ 
ment of all objects and protects the people from danger. The 
authority of the Tantra is derived by its source which are the 
Vedas. Aptavakya or the authority of the dependable persons 
can also be cited in this connection. It has authority on a par 
with the Puraiias or as the institutes of Manu. The five 
PramSiias or means of valid knowledge accepted by the Tantrik 
treatises are enumerated as Pratyak$a, Anumana, Upamana, 
Sabda and Arthapatti. In the first, perception by the sense 
organs is the basis while for inference knowledge of con¬ 
comitance is needed. In Anumana the knowledge of similitude 
is necessary and that which is taken for granted form 
Arthapatti. Sabda is of seveial kinds as having the authority 
of the Vedas and that of the Tantras etc. The existence of 
Atman though self-evident is inferred by others. The existence 
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of the creator is again inferred by adjuncts or their absence 
as the case may be. Since he creates having known the truth, 
he is also designated as omniscient. 

Those who take Tantra as having authority based on the 
words of a reliable person indirectly accept the authority of 
the Vedas also. Tantra is divided into five categories like Saiva, 
Vaisnava, Brahma, Saura and KaumSra depending upon the 
promulgator. Since Visiju is the expounder of virtue. His words 
are authoritative as those of Manu. Both Visiju and Brahma 
are considered as the authorities of virtue by the learned. As 
there are many branches for the Vedic tree, various types or 
kinds are ascribed to Pancaratra (defined as five kinds of 
knowledge) by the learned. They differ in rituals and textual 
contents. Based on these numerous manuals were composed 
by sages, celestials and men and in this Pancaratra system of 
great expanse the basic tenet remains unchanged. The division 
is based on the visible origin and the ritualistic tradition which 
form the characteristics. 


are ^' ve Pancaratra schools of thought known as 
W Va,kh _ a " asa < 2 ) Sattvata, (3) Sikhins, (4) Ekantika and (5) 
0 a a. Vasudeva, Aja and others are the traceable promul¬ 
gators of these systems. The features of the above-mentioned 
rye sc oo s may e noted as follows. The Vaikhanasas worship 
ispu, e supreme god every day at every junctures of the 

!me. ey maintain their family with provisions procured 
without recourse to bepoinn K . .... 

too differ in various res^c,'* tu" P rofessl0n and k ac, ' v ,! t,es 

twice a day. The family u mi,' , * S ?“ vatas f w P 7'*?“ 
Ve , . / ls Maintained by performing duties 

exhfhir n ofi c i^n,v^ a - battle th ^ never turn back and they 

th wnJliin nf Vi J ln ,. 3 - sc ' ent >fic texts. The Sikhins perform 

aprienlfiire P hn?in' ?U W 'j 6 3 da y and t ^ ie ' r profession is mainly 
agriculture, business and rGarino r j .* ■ rp< 

Ekantikas worship the god onrl 8 , do ™ e i Uc ani ™ als -The 

supreme god by mind'. speecHnd T M °' alla t S W ° rShiP h - he 
a day. They maintain themsLv^ k T ^ Ce ,, 0r J'" 
resorting to begging Thev a i ? by thmgS P rocur ?. d w,thout 
some extent for their li Ve Hh' so depend upon their disciples to 
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Each of the five schools is subdivided into five making a 
total of twenty-five systems. There are Tantrik treatises 
pertaining to each of them. Those who promulgate these texts 
are divided into five kinds like Bhaktas, Bhagavad-bhaktas, 
Dasas, P3r$adas and Bhagavatas based on their characteristics. 
Of these Bhaktas - the devoted ones- are conscious of their 
caste, polite in behaviour, Vai§navas in outlook and properly 
consecrated to perform rituals. The second type called 
Bhagavad-bhaktas are the consecrated ones while Dasas are 
given to ritualistic tradition. The Par§adas are addicted to a 
particular rite and find their livelihood through this act. The 
Bhagavatas are those Brahmacarins who perform worship daily 
to the accompaniment of musical instruments and they are the 
best among the Vai§pavas. 

Lord Vispu has divided the consecrated type of preceptors 
into five classes as SamayT, Putraka, Sadhaka, DeSika and 
Guru. The preceptor known as SamayT prepares a proper 
diagram on the ground and offers worship with usual accom¬ 
paniments. The type called Putraka worships the god in the 
diagram as possessing a body and makes offering to the deity. 
The Sadhaka type of preceptor draws the diagram but performs 
sacrifice in fire to the accompaniment of mantras. In this he 
is trained by his own teacher. The preceptor called De§ika 
possesses Tantrik knowledge and uses diagrams, makes offer¬ 
ings of oblations in fire and performs other rites. The preceptor 
designated as a Guru is one who is proficient in the customs 
of the particular cult or sect, learned in all Tantras and 
performer of different modes of worship. 

Among the different castes, the Brahmins, among them 
the Vaistjavas, among them the consecrated ones, among them 
the PQjaka - the priest, among them those who possess texts 
and among them those who recite, among them reciters the 
Siddhas the accomplished ones and among them the properly 
consecrated one stands supreme in the order of priority. God 
Hari is the one who is the bestower of the well-being. 

Those who want to attain the final goal should seek his 
abode by the different ways of knowledge. This Pancaratra 
(the five avenues of knowledge) should be persued to destroy 
the ignorance. This Pancaratra is a Tantra supported by the 



- 22 - 


five means of valid knowledge. One who could visualise the 
God as beyond these and as without possessing any attributes 
could become liberated. The De£ika is capable of leading one 
to this state and he is none other than lord Vi$pu himself. 

( 3 ) 

The prowess of Visnu 


Now the prowess of Vi$pu is expatiated succinctly. The 
Guru one who becomes proficient in this, attains the abode 
of Vi$iju. The god who is the supreme effulgence is one who 
appears as several by his illusory power. He appears twofold 
as Puru$a and Prakj-d and divides himself into three based on 
the qualities like Sattva, Rajas and Tamas. Vi$pu also known 
as Brahma and Siva causes the sustenance, origin and destruc¬ 
tion of the world. His forms like Vssudeva are based on various 
attributes like the virtuous, the knower etc. They are four in 
num er in consonance with the four Vedas, the four castes 
6 j «t. e . ecome fi ye as Upani§ads forming the Mahsbhota 
an us e . ,s ca Hed Parame§{hT, PumSn, ViSvalj, Nivjttih and 
i ' a ' S cons ' der ed as six in tune with the six senses, six 
e ers an six seasons. The learned consider him as sevenfold 

ic 1 jtltf M° r - u’ L SeVe . n metr es and seven sacrificial rites. He 
ninpfnlH T* b ' S forms and eight letters. He assumes 
» Nsrjyapa. Npithha, Varaha, Vamana, 
«n whh ,h. £ ' nd , ra ’ Sn ^ a Candra. He is also taken as 

Soma, Tsana, Brahm, HSV*"*’ ’'I 8 "' 3 ’ N ' rti ’ V*y«. 

eleven senses (the In co ' r “P on<lan « W1 ‘ h . the 

and the cnnH h* • ‘ Ve Jnan endriyas, the five Karmendnyas 

with the lords 0>V;ZT d “ e !' Ve ?: and ‘ welve in tu " e 

ViSvedevas and fourteen5,?°' t tu 3S the 

with rskciic* * n w,th the number of Manus beginning 

and SETiff t he°va ider ' d “ ,ifteen With ,he fif,een TithiS 
quarters, corners and i. * t “ n * of six,een sounds broken by 
’ tneir junctions. 


With various other t 

He possesses the number r? S His nature ' S t0 be understood - 
four, five and six tu J. offaces varying from one, two, three, 

is Universe itself H‘ h ' nt ° var ‘ ous directions and His soul 
lished with ornaments' " ands Vary from tW ° onwards embel- 
heads are decked with a ° d 3 Variet y of weapons. His various 
he is said to possess Crc T ns ’ ear-rings etc. In^he Puru$asOkta 

a thousand feet and innumerable eyes. 
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He is variously called Hirapyagarbha (the golden fetus) 
possessor of many souls, pure, dark, blue, yellow, red and 
mosaic coloured etc. The moon and the sun are taken as his 
left and right eyes. Brahma is his head and the wild forest 
trees form his hair. Rudra occupies the middle of his brows 
while Soma occupies his mind. The eleven Rudras dwell in his 
neck while the stars, asteroids and planets form his teeth. 
Dharma and adharma represent his upper and lower lips. Indra 
and Agni form his palate while the tongue is occupied by 
SarasvatT (the Goddess of speech). Quarters and comers of 
the regions are related to his ears. The wind and the vital airs 
form his fingers. The sages dwell on his hair holes and the 
oceans form the skirt of his clothes. Rivers, earth and serpents 
occupy his bones. The ASvins dwell on his knees and the 
mountains stand on his thighs. In his private parts live 
Guhyakas and the Vasus live in his chest. On the tips of his 
nails live medicinal herbs. The two pits of his nose form the 
two equinoctial and solstitial (UttarSyapa and Dak$ip3yana) 
points. The seasons dwell on the joints of his hands. At the 
tip of his forehead occupy the Siddhas while Medhas and 
Vidyuts occupy the middle of his brows. His belly is resorted 
to by Yak$as, Kinnaras, Gandharvas, Daityas, Danavas, 
R3k$asas and Carapas. His two feet are occupied by Manes, 
goblins, demons and other inhabitants of the nether world. On 
his hips are located sacrificial rites both Vaidic and Tantrik. 
The domestic rites like Agnihotra pertaining to different sects 
and the various Mantras ending in Svaha, Svadha and Va$at 
are located in his heart. 

The thousand names attributed to him show his many 
facetedness. The word ‘sahasra’ here stands for plurality and 
unlimitedness. The names of other gods are also similarly 
narrated. Hence Vi$pu is the one god found as many reflected 
as in a mirror. The moon reflected in water though appears 
many is in fact only one. So also in the case of the echo of 
sound. The learned say that the Atman which is one appears 
as many. Those who do not understand the truth consider 
Ksetrajna or Atman as many and behave accordingly. That is 
the true form of Vi$nu from whose face the Brahmins, from 
whose hands the K$atriyas and from whose thighs the Vaisyas 
were born. So great is his prowess, without whose blessing one 
could not speak or know of things. All gods are dependent on 
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him and all divinities are his own forms. All the speech an 
this universe is prevaded by the form of Vi$OU as the ether is 
pervaded by the air. All divinities mentioned in the SSstras 
are the institutes of Vi$uu, from which all creations emerge 
and all of them perish in the time of deluge. Except for Visnu 
who else is there to pervade the universe. The god remains 
twofold both as the substratum and the attribute. He assumes 
the form v/ith the attribute as well as that without any attribute 
for the sake of all beings. He is threefold in form as SthOla, 
Soksma and Para and thus he is known as Prabhavisiiu, 
Mahavisiju and Sadavispu and AtmS, Antaratma and 
Paramatma. The pre-eminent, idol shaped god could be 
conceived both from within and without by the learned by 
using Mantras etc. The sages and others proclaim in the Vedas, 
Sankhyas, Yoga, Pancaratra, DharmaSastra, Puraoa and other 
texts that Vi§iju j s omnipresent. Whatever is past, present and 
future is related to Visiju who is the supreme lord. He pervades 
the whole universe consisting of Gods, Asuras, Men, animals, 
reptiles, trees, creepers, medicinal plants, lightning, moun¬ 
tains, oceans, rivers, gardens, cities, lakes and the worlds of 
serpents,inanes, the seven worlds etc. 


Varaha, Bhargava, Nrsirhha, Rama, Sndhara, Vamana, 
ASvamukha, Kf§ua etc., are only the aspects of Visiiu. He is 
called Vi$i?u since he pervades all over the universe. He is 
called Vasudeva since he occupies each and every being. He 
is Samkarsaija since he is an abstract taken from the primordial 
being. He is Pradyumna on account of his supreme lustre and 
Aniruddha the uncontrolled or the self-willed. He is Acyuta 
since he is firm and imperishable and Tridhama having three 
abodes. He is Viloman since he is known by senses, and also 
Adhok$aja being beyond the comprehension of sense organs. 
Being pure he is called Vaikuijjha and Kesava since he possess 
hair till the deluge. He is Narayana since he is the creator of 
Kara and Nan as well as their course for future. He is again 
Narayana since he uplifts Naras. He is Madhava either because 

?/ h u b !»\ ih t ' 1 w the „ month of Madhu or by being the Dhava 
(husband) of Ma (Lak$ml). He is Govinda since he protects 

u W l and j Hari L SmCe he des troys the misery. He is known as 
Madhusudana by killing the demon called Madhu. He is 
ivikrama since he measured the universe in three steps and 
Vamana on account of his short stature. He is called Sndhara 
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since he supports goddess Sri and Hr$Tke$a being the controller 
of sense organs. He is called Padmanabha on account of the 
lotus that sprouted from his navel and Damodara having been 
tied around his belly by rope. He is Rudra since he roars aloud 
and Brahma since he could enlarge himself. He is Indra 
because of extreme prosperity and Vahni since he could carry 
things. He is Yama by binding persons and Varupa since he 
encircles people by his noose. He is Vayu since he spreads 
and Soma because of production. He is l£a since he performs 
sacrifices and Aditya being the son of Aditi. 

Thus by his attributes he is known under various 
synonyms as the moon reflected in water appears as several. 
As the all-pervading air is not noticed on account of its subtle 
nature, Vispu is not noticed by the ignorant even though he 
is omnipresent. He has a threefold power based on desire, 
knowledge and action. His forms become twelvefold when this 
threefold prowess are multiplied by four forms. 

The power called desire pervades the entire universe and 
prompts others for knowledge and action. Prompted by the 
prowess of action Vi§pu creates the universe, and by the power 
of knowledge he is KhageSwara. Khaga the bird here is 
Yajfia-Puru$a - the sacrificer. 

In fact there is no difference between the power and the 
wielder of that power. They are alike. Action, knowledge and 
desire can be considered as one represents the feature of the 
god. Senses and the objects are the attributes of intellect. 
Among the cows of different colours the white one stands out, 
but still it is only one among them. 

The whole universe is made attractive by Vi$pu and the 
plurality of Atman or God is conceived by the ignorant. The 
plurality is felt because of attributes. Those who could not 
surpass this feeling could not get the ultimate position. The 
creator is omniscient and those who fail to understand this 
could not distinguish between means of valid knowledge and 
objects. Hence it should be understood that the world is 
created and sustained by him. The prowess of such god is 
really insurmountable. He can be realised or known by the 
words of the Vedas. He is the ultimate creator and it is from 
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him that others creators are created, His prowess is beyond 
the comprehension of words. 

( 4 ) 

The concept of a Ksetra 

Now I shall succinctly deal with Ksetra (the abode or 
temple) and Ksetrajna (the dweller or the God) with his 
activities like creation,sustenance and destruction. K$etra is 
identified with Prakfti and K§etrajha is God himself and both 
of them remain almost identical. K$etra is comprised of 
Avyakta, intellect, ego, five tanmatras or molecules and eleven 
organs (which include the mind also). It is of two types as 
gross and subtle. The one characterised by the above-said 
sixteen constituents is the gross while the subtle one is 
constituted of intellect alone. The body of all beings is both 
pens a e an imperishable. The dweller in this abode is called 
urusa (t e one who resides in this Puri). Puru$a is the 

thTfh 6r 3n V 6 aboc * e °f pervasion is inert as well as having 
.. . ree qua ities. The Prakfti creates as well as destroys 

nn«ptc^Vfh a th tbou 8 b ' n ^ct directed by the Puru$a. Prakfti 

; ssTdtt :™£e^ r issubject * ch r e - sattva> 

and delusion. All giving rise to pleasure, pain 

considered as greac, JdX “ * *” 

The Purusa is onp 

difference in attribute, £ S6ems t0 be many ° wing t0 the 
without an attribute he’ I ? IOU8h the P J UrU?a is rea,,y 
Sattvika qualities bv i d be worshi PP ed as possessing 
People of Tamasa qu a H le Possessed of Rajasa qualities, 
get benefits. People of S..-? U,d also P eroform worship to 
Dharma, Jhana, Vaira^v, qualities should rely upon 

should adopt Avaira E vr!n!J ld L A,Svarya - Th ° Se having Rajas 
perform rites often result- . e of Tamasic nature should 
liberation should worshin h 8 Adharmas - Those desirous of 
dharma and action of mi h G ° d by fo,,owin S y ama * niyama, 
are sraddha, dhfti a d nd and b ody. The actions of the mind 
truthfulness etc. People f P ^ s3da - The action of words are 
follow these rules t °* d ^ erent varnas and asramas should 
achievements. Jriana is f acc * u ' re Vaidic as well as Tantrik 
four Puru$3rthas. Vaira ° Ur ^°* d as the means of attaining the 
and Nirveda. The fi rst gya . * s °f two types caused by Viveka 

ls internal and the other is external. 
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Ego causes the beings to perceive Anatman on Atman. The 
five BuddhTndriyas generate knowledge and the five Kar- 
mendriyas prompt for action. The five Tanmatras of sabda. 
sparsa, rupa, rasa and gandha are the five Saktis of Visiju. 
With these he pervades the ether. His prowess is fivefold. By 
the first called Citsakti he assumes the role of the creator and 
by the second called Purusa the first Vikriya happens. The 
third prowess called Visva makes him appear vivid and prompt 
him for action. The fourth power called Nivftti withdraws from 
the objects after enjoyment and the fifth called Sarva is full 
of knowledge and action. With these five prowesses he happens 
to cause creation, sustenance and destruction while remaining 
without any action or Akriya. He causes Nigraha (chastise¬ 
ment) as well as Anugraha (blessing) 

From the Tanmatras the gross body is generated. The 
Karmendriyas and the Jfianendriyas are produced. Thus the 
creation takes-place. As people differ from body to body the 
god also differs and his prowesses are unlimited. The people 
after getting a corporeal body performs action and reap their 
consequences. By noble and good action they prosper and by 
doing improper action they go down. They are plunged into 
emotions and naturally go to different directions. This is the 
course of the time-wheel, till the time of deluge. The supreme 
being alone remains at the end of the deluge. Hence people 
should perform noble deeds once they get a human body. They 
should try to please the supreme being by their action. Once 
he is pleased they get their wishes fulfilled. His forms are 
numerous and they are assumed with different purposes. Hence 
one should worhsip the god as possessing a form. Bhakti alone 
is the means to propitiate him. He assumes a form with four 
hands to be the object of worship for the Yogins. Hence he 
is to be meditated and worshipped in that form itself. A proper 
worship of such a form is really the worship of the god. This 
is for liberation as well as for worldly prosperity. At morning 
as well as in the evening the worship is to be done. The god 
possesses a black colour, has eight hands, rides a conveyance, 
holds weapons, and is accompanied by his attendants. Those 
desirous of prosperity should worship such a form. Those who 
want liberation should conceive the god as crystal clear, 
possessing conch, disc, and mace, having four hands, lying on 
the serpent Ananta and worship him with devotion. The lotus 
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is the seed of creation, the disc is the basis of sustenance, 
mace and conch represent destruction and liberation respec¬ 
tively. The means for liberation is the worship of Acyuta 
following the path of Samhara or destruction (conceived as the 
activity of god at the time of deluge). The eight prescriptions 
are: (1) conventions, (2) modes, (3) texts, (4) materials, (5) 
purification, (6) sacrifice, (7) praise using hymns and (8) 
meditation. People are of two types, the devoted one who is 
consecrated and the non-consecrated. The first type is eligible 
to perform all types of worship while the second type could 
perform only the offer of oblations of the god following the 
ordinances of the systems. Worship shall be daily using flowers 
from one’s own garden or procured from other sources. 
Hearing of the texts extolling the deity is also auspicious. One 
should receive things for worhip since it is the donor who reaps 
the consequence or merit. In the absence of fragrant flowers 
ordinary ones could be used. When flower is not available 
water can be used and when water too is not available for 
worship mental worship i s prescribed. 

( 5 ) 

The selection of Mantras 


and oravers fo^rh* deaI with the prescription of hymns 

be held bi a secluded^e!* 110 " ° f th * god - The pfayer Sh ° U,d 

The worshipper should tlC T®’ beautifuI and flower y re S ion - 

flowers. Accompanied d bv k a e H h,S bath and deCk h ' $ b ° dy W ' th 

a diagram dividing the \, r dls 1 c, P le he should be g ,n to draw 

should write the alphabet ? Und ,nto 64 ma ^ alas where he 
p abets from ‘a’ to ‘ha’. 

The various letters in 

representing the form of v- "f d,a S ram are conce,v ed as 
and Aniruddha. Similarlv tr, asudeva * Saiikarsapa, Pradyumna 

etc., are also represented k divine Mothers ,ike BrahmT 
to be worshipped with n y syllables. These deities are 
supreme power and its pr °.P er r ' tes - Aksara is taken as the 
liberation. The respective^!? Worshi P’ sacrifices etc., leads to 
extracted (eg. Om nam /j ar,tras of these deities are to be 
mantras are to be conc° bba ® avate VSsudevaya etc.). These 
of the body by the p re eiVeCl 3S P ,aced in the different Parts 
heart, nose, eyes, head CeP K° r ' Parts of tbe hurnan bod y ,ike 
preceptor while pronoun ShouIde rs,etc., are touched by the 

Cln g the various mantras. There are 
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inodes of resurrecting or extracting the mantras from the 
alphabet. Usually it begins with the Pranava (OmkSra), then 
follows the name of the deity in the dative case to which the 
word ‘namah’ is added. Prapava, BTjamantra and benediction 
like ‘Om namah’ is the proper order. The mantra is ‘placed’ 
or ‘conceived’ in different parts by the preceptor. Hfdaya is 
like a jasmine flower in purity, head is blue-black like 
collyrium, the tuft is reddish brown and shoulders are like gold 
and the ‘astra’ or covering is like lightning. The ‘netra’ is like 
blazing fire. This is how the mantra is conceived. 

In rites of Santika (subduing evil effects) and Pau§tika 
(enhancing prosperity) sacrifices the words ‘svaha’ and ‘va$at’ 
are to be used at the end of the Mantras. In chanting the 
mantras for prosperity the word ‘namaskara’ and ‘omkara’ are 
used. The Supreme Being or soul is conceived fivefold as 
Parame§$hT, Puru$a, ViSvatman, Nivftyatman and Sarvatman. 
They are to be invoked properly in different rites according 
to the purpose. The Sadhaka or preceptor should be familiar 
with the 25 principles (of the Samkhya Philosophy). 

In Ak$aramatfkas drawn on the ground the whole 
universe can be conceived. The stars, the seasons, the 
months,etc., are thus conceived. In Cakramap<Jalayaga - a 
sacrifice to please Vi§pu, Vai§pavTgayatri is sung since it could 
remove all sins. Here the offerings are received by Indra the 
king of gods. The SudarSanamantra with six syllables is used 
to remove the impediments caused by goblins, pi£acas etc. The 
god in his form of Narasirhha is also worshipped here. The 
four Saktis of Vi$pu worshipped at the corners of the diagram 
are Santi, §rT, SarasvatT and RatT. In all the corners of the 
diagram various deities are conceived and worshipped. Thus 
Indra, Vi$vaksena etc., are worshipped. 

The mantras taken out from the mapdalas are added with 
Prapava in use. They are useful in obtaining favourable results 
as enjoyment and liberation. In order to have full efficacy of 
the mantra the preceptor should meditate upon it after 
purifying himself. He should chant the mantras repeating them 
for 26 lakhs of times to have full effect. This needs concentra¬ 
tion of the highest order. He should also offer as oblation rice 
boiled with sesamum. Once this is accomplished he could get 
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his wishes fulfilled whatever they may be. This divine power 
never fails. Women of various celestial origin and ladies of 
this world become his servants for a specified period once he 
gets the hold of the mantra. This power becomes useful in the 
performance of black magic also. Other uses are attracting a 
person, making one subservient to ones wishes and so on. A 
person desirous of wealth should use the mantra with the name 
of the riches and one who wants to acquire a lady should make 
use of her name. In sorcery also this is effective. The SSdhaka 
or one who desires to achieve the effect should chant the 
mantras with extreme devotion and care. In warding off the 
evil the word to mean ‘go away’ should be employed. In 
procuring things one should use words to mean ‘may it come 
to me and so on. SakalT-karaqa - the conceiving of syllables 
in various parts of the body while using the particular mantra 
is to be employed for obtaining the full result. This is extremely 
useful and w.ll never fail to bring the result. 

( 6 ) 


The modes of worship 

lion and worship ^‘ h ill 6 reli * iou . s batb " p . uri,ica - 

accomplishes his end The wu* perfo """If wh,ch ,bls dev “'f 
phat river nr i,i , 0 ■! ne Wlse one should proceed to a holy 

fake’some earth witMhe handful of kuia grass ‘ He shoU,d 
He should then divide the 81 " 355 and C,ean k W ‘ th the waten 
lines of demarkation on thl Wat / r ,nt0 three sect,ons drawin S 
parts are to be used bv !. SUr I ace with the 6 rass - The various 
body etc. The first nartk . P urif,cation * sprinkling the 
then plunge into that nort- f ° r P urification and he should 
emerging he should use a n , chantin S Prapava thrice. After 
drinking by holding it in h; . P ortion for sacred religious 
may be thrown up i n diff palms - The third part of the water 
ments. rerent directions to remove impedi- 


Then standing in the r■ 

navel he should chant ' Ver with water touchin g U P to his 
removing the sins. After f I^ antras hke Aghamarsana-hymns 
water and cover his loi should come out of the 

of the kusa grass water sh W '^ 3 white c,oth - Again with tips 
in a clean spot he should 0 ^ he s P r ' nk,ed in the body. Sitting 
prostrate on the ground ^f rform PrSnSyama thrice and then 

Then he should perform a further 



- 31 - 


purificatory rite called Upasthana, worship of a particular part 
of the Sandhya at noon times. Meditating upon Vi$gu in the 
form of effulgence in a diagram and offering the oblation of 
water he should chant the 108 names of the god (called 
AifottaraSata) and MQlamantra (the basic or main hymn) a 
hundred times to be followed by ‘Vaispavi gayatrP prefixed 
and suffixed with Praijava. 

Sitting in a holy spot he should begin to offer libation of 
water to gods and manes. After this he should wash his feet 
upto the knee and drink the water thrice taking it in his palm. 
Washing the face twice with holy water, he should sprinkle his 
other limbs also to propitiate the manes. By this act of holy 
sprinkling in the various parts of the body divinities like 
Brahma, Daksa, the sun, the moon, the god of wind, Indra, 
Vi§iju and others can be pacified and propitiated. 

Reaching the place of the sacrifice he should circumam¬ 
bulate the spot and prostrate there. A long cloth should be 
tied around his body as a sacred thread and he should sit facing 
the east. Using the Narasimhamantra the fortification of the 
quarters should be done to ward off the evil spirits. The posture 
in which he should sit is prescribed as Padm3sana. 

By sitting thus he should purify himself by different types 
of meditation conceiving the burning of his mortal body and 
then rejuvenating it in the process by the nectar. He is 
supposed to loose his present body and to receive a new one 
in the process of meditation. 

Now the various types of nyasas or conception of holy 
syllables on various parts of the body are to be performed. 
The syllables of the mantras are thus placed in the heart etc. 
First the letter is placed on the head. Second it is put on the 
forehead. Thirdly the letter is conceived on the heart and 
fourthly it is placed in the navel. The fifth letter is located on 
the thighs and the sixth on the feet. For reaping the benefit 
one should perform Sr$tiny3sa in the pose of sitting and 
SthitinySsa in the pose of standing. The third type called 
Samhftinyasa is to be done in the pose of lying down. The 
householder, the celibate and the one- desirous of liberation 
should respectively perform the ny5sas of sthiti, sjsti and 



samhfti. Once the conceptions are over the wise one should 
sprinkle water on his body to purify himself. 


The wise one shall perform worship on the ground or in 
his heart where the worship is to be done mentally. On the 
ground the god is conceived as occupying the bed of Ananta, 
possessed of the Triguijas and other delusory powers. He 
should be worshipped with fragrant flowers and lotuses. While 
worshipping Vi$pu in the heart one should conceive the god 
as seated in a YogapTfha and possessing eight prowesses of 
creation, sustenance etc. Here the form of Vi$pu is to be 
meditated upon with extreme devotion. Once again the 
devotee should perform the various NySsas with the syllables 
of the mantra on his heart, head, tuft and arms. 


Various deities should also be conceived as occupying 
various localities and as wedding their weapons. The form of 
Vi§pu like Vasudeva possesses a bow of horn, sword, arrow, 
conch, disc, lotus and mace. The deities occupying the different 
< J u f£f rs ar ® J ndra » Agni, Yama, Nifrti, Varuija, Vayu, Soma 
and liana. The weapons include Vajra, Sakti, Danda, Khadga, 
Pasa, Dhvap, Gada, and Triitila. Garuqla and Viivaksena 
s ou e consecrated in (their proper places. The former is 
ocate in front of the main deity while the latter is located 
to t e nort o t e chief god. All these deities deserve proper 
worship and oblation. Water for purification, bath, cloth, 
unguen s, ornaments, garlands, incenses, torches, oblation of 
oo i ems e c., s ould be offered to the accompaniment of 

th^ U ^i y -f- n mantra< Most of these items are to be offered to 
other deities consecrated there citing their respective names. 

T , e 3 h n \a n ° * 6 ® 0< * s also are to be properly propitiated. 
They should be entreated to bear with for the lapses of the 
devotee commuted knowingly 0 r unknowingly. 

disc ^nd Ut macc IS h° ba conce ived as brilliant, holding conch, 
1 Ik s r"'"* a " yellow cloth, having attractive 

colour and possessing four h 7' ^ 

possesses in additionVrTv" Sa " kar * a * a . ,s s ' m,lar but 

colour of gold. Pradyumn a and Kaustubha J e * e,S and the 
a green colour like thT » ' S s,milar| y attractive but possesses 

dark cloud in appearan^u ° f Dnrva - Aniruddha is Iike a 
PP ance though he possesses other divine 
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qualities. Goddesses Sri and SarasvatT are to be meditated 
upon as having the colour of the dust of lotus while Rati is to 
be conceived as black in colour. Sankha should be white, disc 
of the colour of fire, mace as green and lotus as possessing a 
golden colour should also be meditated upon. Gada or mace 
should possess the nature of a woman as capable of destroying 
all; kha<Jga - the sword should be like a sky. The bow should 
be partially yellow. The disc should appear as mighty with 
several spokes as in a wheel. The Safikha should have four 
hands,sharp teeth, red hairs and a big belly and be short-sta- 
tured. The colour of the respective lords of quarters etc., are 
also given as Indra as black, Yama as yellow, Varupa as dark, 
Soma as white as conch-shell and VahnT as red. Nifti should 
have sharp protruding teeth and black colour. Vayu should be 
brown. I$3na should be red. The Vajra should be of the shape 
of Indra or as directed in texts on iconography. These are the 
prescriptions for the weapons of the lords of quarters. 

Garutfa should be like fire, having four hands, the tip of 
the nose should be cut, mighty and appear as spreading over 
the regions. The colour of Vi$vaksena should be of the 
sky,should have five heads, four hands holding conch, disc and 
mace. He should always follow Lord Vi$i>u who should have 
other attendants also as ordained in other Agama texts. He 
who worships lord Vi$iju in the prescribed manner with 
devotion would reap all favourable benefits both in this world 
and the world hereafter. 

( 7 ) 

The definition of poses (intertwinings of the 

fingers) 

Now I shall briefly discuss the various poses of hands 
used in nySsas and other ritualistic purposes. The pose called 
Afijali is the foremost and capable of pleasing gods easily. 
VandanT is the one placed at the chest with a slight bend of 
the hand to the right. Vamamu§ti is the one where the thumb 
is held upwards. There are three general poses for deities. 

Assuming the position of occupying a Padmasana pose 
according to Yoga and Afijali hand should be placed above 
the head to form the Mudra called Brahmafijali which will 
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ensure the presence of god. This will always please deities and 
hence this may be shown in regard to the worship of all deities. 
In the pose called AvahanT the fingers should be bent inwards 
and the thumbs should touch the middle of the palm. In the 
pose called Sannidhya the fingers of both hands should be bent 
inwards and the thumbs upwards. When both the thumbs are 
bent inwards the pose is called Nirodhinl. Both hands should 
be held together placing the thumbs in the middle of the palms 
and the fingers should be stretched out to form a pose dear 
to the creator. Fingers are to be arranged in the proper order 
to form poses which are capable of destroying the sins acquired 
in seven births. The different kinds of sins could be removed 
by these poses. 


Yonimudra is pleasing to god Vi$pu. For this the left 
hand should be held to the chest. The outstretched thumb of 
the one hand should be touched by the other hand. This should 
e s own sitting in the Padmasana pose. The gods too will 
ow t eir heads on seeing this pose. Yak$as and Vidyadharas 
ecome a raid. There is the pose called Kojimudra using both 
e pa ms outstretched and revolving them touching each other 
' n * ere - P° se to touch the heart is to be shown by 
pig e um m between the ring finger and middle finger. 
? 6 po ‘ e j OUc !?. tIle forehead the thumb should be held 

££ 2 * h < f* ndex f,n 8 er - The pose to show the Sikha is to 
tnnrhina the *°8 et | ler holding the thumb upwards. For 
of the Lnort' ou ders in the nyasa called Kavaca the thumbs 
2or tSe rite Cfl 7. e H ha A ndS shou ' d be held between the fingers, 
fnd tie l !? Stra the of the finger should be bent 
nose held down ° P ,aced in between the brows. A similar 
pose called Yoeasa S S CaI * ed Netramudra. In meditation the 

with each otherand hS*^ m ?* hold !"* ^ umbs at leve ! 
bathing (of the god) ca ,i lh ' hands ‘°* ether ' Forceremontal 
is called PavanT an ' • ed abhi$eka the pose to be assumed 

Padma m7d“,he S’ IIW * whole 3 flst : In th * 

the thumbs placed inward ^ t e,d to * ether a J * he wr,st with 
are revolved at th Wards ^thin the palms. When the hands 

Cakramudra which ° ne after another U is ca,led 

destroys impediments p reS L pros P erit y- The pOSe Ca,,ed Gada 

with fingers held as a r th,S 1,0111 the thumbs shou,d be bent 
install things. In thi« The Saftkha P ose ,s Purported to 

s *tbe nght thumb is placed in the fist of 
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the left band and one thumb and the index finger are held at 
level in an outstretched manner. To show the bow and the 
arrow appropriate poses are prescirbed. To show Garudamudra 
and other Vahanas or conveyances of gods the middle and ring 
finger should be moved about emulating the wings of a bird. 
The Prarthana mudra is held by closing together the flat palms 
of the hands with outstreched fingers. Srivatsa and Kaustubha 
are to be shown by appropriate poses held to the chest. In 
order to show the Saktis or powers of the deities, the 
Yonimudra is to be assumed with slight changes. Dhvajamudra 
which is the pose to show the flagstaff involves the movements 
of fingers. Similar poses are prescribed as VainayakT, lirtga for 
Siva, and one for Vi§vaksena employed on the occasion of the 
renovation of temples. 

Those who are desirous of liberation should conceive the 
form mentally and need not assume poses of hands. For others 
the hand poses are needed for ritualistic purposes. Such poses 
are not to be assumed just to illustrate it for others. Without 
sufficient reason such poses should not be held. Since th^se 
are secret and sacred knowledge according to Tantras these 
should be held in privacy. The word ‘Mudra* is often derived 
as that which causes ‘muda’ or pleasure to the gods and 
'drSvayanti* drives away the Rak$asas. This is how the 
Tantrikas think about the poses. Since these poses are 
numerous all of the them could not be narrated or adequately 
described. They vary according to different deities. In bowing 
before the gods, praising them offering flowers etc., and in 
the worship of Vi$qu the appropriate poses are to be shown. 
In the absence of the information about a particular pose one 
should assume ‘afijali’ on the chest or head to please the 
different deities. It is a general pose suitable for all purposes. 
Similarly Prauavamantra also should be used to get the desired 
result. Before showing the Mudra, the nyasa - conception of 
different powers on the various parts of the body should be 
made. Otherwise the poses will be of no use. Pose shown to 
others as an exhibition is harmful since gods became angry 
and take away the accomplishments. 

The poses are of four kinds as Samanya (general), Vi$e$a 
(particular), Artga (partial) and Parivara (overall). The poses 
of SrTvatsa and Kaustubha are to be shown by the preceptors 
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for pleasing god Vi$gu. There is another pose called 
Malamudra in which a series of movements of the fingers are 
involved. The four kinds of Mudras or poses should be shown 
by the devotees with great effort at the proper time to reap 
the proper benefits. 

( 8 ) 

The consecration of fire 

Now I shall succinctly deal with the sacred consecration 
of the fire (for sacrificial purposes). The hole or pit for holding 
the fire should be located in the east or west. In the absence 
of a pit a plain ground may be used. The measurements of 
. ~,* ar , n ? a 7 be a s ' n 6* e ‘hasta’ or two in a square shaped 
pit. e dght of the pit may be twelve, eight or four ‘ahgulas’ 

^ be . severa l layers of bricks. These layers are 

C 1 SSI if. °° SattvikT, RsjasT and TsmasT and each of them has 
a height of four ahgulas’. 


„ t ,. , . a P e ° tbe P' 1 can be like the lip of an elephant 

lin nf an *i ° i, 3 ep ? tre . e - The Vai$pav7 altar resembles the 
;P; th The P't is occupied by Vai§pavi Sakti and 

.t .s the womb from which all benefits are born 

the riehf amfw! S -!! e tbe P' 1 ' s conceived as the head and 

pit forms the belly IndThe** 611 * th ® r ' ght ^ handS ' The 
and the feet. Thepit mlv S ‘ de re P resent . s the womb 

by multiplying seven bv d,V ' ded int ° forty ' mne columns 

be written in Lse colu^h^P ^ ^ ^ Tl 

as the first. The Purusa u The . Pra 9 ava ma y a,so be included 
over the Aksaramsiikas C ° nc * ,ved as the Nada spreading all 
Soma) is the central seed , 8n, . $ ° ma ( sacrifice to A S ni and 
sacrificial pit. In the sacrAd° nCe,Ved in the WOmb which is the 
humans and celestials ar - ■ pre 8 nanc y the elements of manes, 
The place for kindling f? r ‘ n ? a8,ned - Vi$pu is the ,ife principle, 
oblation are effered tn k- taken as navel and wornb where 
twenty-four principles about the desired results. The 

ultimate prowess of v* a,SO ima g ined here - This is the 
AgnT$oma sacrifice. Th a ?° d il is of the nature of the 
tive power and the sam* i e,ements stand for the destruc- 
creative powers. Pas* e ement represents the generative or 
Vi$puloka. To the leff S,lng tbe Brahmaloka one reaches 

,s the path of the manes and to the 
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right is the path of the celestials. The central path which is of 
the Brahman leads one to the goal of liberation. In the form 
of Agni the power goes upwards and in the form of Soma it 
goes downwards. The two veins called I<Ja and Pingala pervade 
the left and right sides and the vein known as Su$umna which 
goes upwards leads to liberation. There one should meditate 
and one becomes free from diseases and merges ultimately. 
This KundaSarira - the body of the sacrificial pit, consists of 
Matfkak§ara. The performance of sacrifices should always be 
according to proper prescriptions. The farmer reaps the fruits 
only when he plants the cultivation in a well prepared land. 
Thus the fire properly kindled and worshipped provides results 
to the people. Purification is essential since only in such a fire 
sacrifices should be performed. 

The fire for rituals should be properly lit. It can be 
produced by friction of Arapi or from jewels through which 
the sun ray is passed. It can be got from the house of a Brahmin 
priest. The fire should be taken in a pan and sanctified by 
employing Mantras. Using the sign or mudrS of samhara, life 
should be assigned to the fire. 

The Sadhaka should conceive the goddess as occupying 
a properly arranged bed suggesting a desire for procreation. 
The goddess is none other than Lak§mT well decorated and is 
in the prime of youth, holding a lotus and purified after the 
periodical menses. The god is conceived as looking into the 
face of the goddess with a desire for union. Both of them are 
to be worshipped with flowers and incenses. The Agni or fire 
should be taken as the semen of the god and the fire kindled 
represents the divine union. Then the purificatory rites like 
Purhsavana, STmanta, Jatakarma, ASana etc., are conceived as 
in the case of a human baby. Worship is to be offered properly 
to this divinity born out of the fire. 

Sacrificial ladles and spoons are to be prepared properly. 
The tip of the ladle should be round and the cavity to hold 
the ghee etc., should be like he hoof of the cow sunk in mud. 
The other portions of the ladle should be round without joints 
and curves. The ladle should not be made from the wood that 
was fallen, dried, burnt, broken, smashed by an elephant, 
produced in a bad locality, curved, split, hollow, cut, attacked 
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by termites, grown in the cavity of another tree and so on. 
Such a ladle prepared using the above mentioned type of wood 
is generally used in sorcery or black magic. For auspicious 
benefits the wood used should be of a milky tree like Khadira. 
The Juho or cresent shaped ladle should also be prepared 
similarly. Various measurements are prescibed regarding the 
cavity of the ladle, the shape of the stick and its length. The 
various parts of the ladle are conceived as the different parts 
of the limbs as in a human body. 


After preparing ladles god Vi$pu should be offered 
oblaions in fire. A thousand or a hundred offerings may be 
made to the accompaniment of Mantras. When the oblations 


are offered the fire is kindled and smoke appears. The flames 
dance to the right and left in a fleeting movement. The flames 
of fire are conceived as of seven types as Kali, KaraH, 
Manojava, Lohita, ArdhadhOmra, SphulihginT and Vi$var0p5. 
Thus the fire has seven tongues by which the oblations are 
consumed. The oblations offered consist of milk, honey, grains 
o wheat and rice, parched rice, well beaten rice, durva grass, 
nee pow er, sesamum, mustard seeds and mudga bulbs. Rice 
balls mixed with ghee are also offered. The fire may be kindled 
y anmng with fans. Water should be aprinkled on all sides 
rthi e r SUre 3 pro P? r *' ne of demarkation. The offerings of 
fir* a JnH S m an if- 0n ^ St va,i ious fruits also. After kindling the 
are* nff ** P ro P er ly according to rites, oblations 
• • ?. e flam es. Once the rite is concluded the deity 

the devotee should"^ tak . en . away f ,T T . th , e . a,lar ' Now 
according to his f . f " P r '“"lations ofgifts to the preceptor 
obtain in <? th<* f* lnan cial position. This is essential for 

nature of Agnika^aorho^ 111 ^ “J" the J enGTal 

r j tua l ™ or noma which is performed as a domestic 


( 9 ) 

The characteristics of the mystic diagrams 

which are essential fL?'? the Prescriptions of various diagrams 
sages gained their ! th ^ Wor ship and by knowing which the 
ritual may be made ? he p,ot se,ected for the sacrificial 
it should have slo™. > by rem <>ving thorny shnibs etc., and 

water. On such a SfA*!?®” 1 * east and north for the flow of 
e Mapdapa or temple should be erected. 
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It may be square, with four doors or having a single door. It 
should have arches and flagstaff and should be well decorated. 
-The eight auspicious things like DUrva grass, mirror (made of 
bell metal) parched rice, water pot etc., should be placed on 
the level spot. The ground should be swept and sprinkled with 
cow dung and grains of unbroken rice. 

Now the measuring thread should be drawn to divide the 
ground and to demarkate the plan and sketch of the construc¬ 
tion. The thread should be drawn lengthwise and breadthwise 
and from angle to angle to divide the ground appropriately 
from various directions. By arranging the measuring thread 
and making lines on the ground a diagram with several squares 
and triangles is made. There will be various layers for the 
diagram from the inner layer to the outer layers. These are 
variously denoted as Plfha (the central square); Karpiks (the 
angular ones) VTthT (layers in between the lines) and so on. 
The measurements of these vary according to the size of the 
diagrams. Circular diagrams also are conceived for worship. 
Designs of creepers and lotus leaves are drawn around the 
central part which serves as the heart of the diagram. Once 
these details are drawn they are filled up with the powders of 
various colours like dark, green, yellow, red, white and so on. 
In each of the squares and triangles of the diagram various 
principles like earth, space, air etc; are conceived. There are 
specificiations as to which colour is to be applied for the 
particular column or design of the diagram. 

Outer lines serving as fortifications and doorways are also 
to be drawn around the diagrams. The teacher should supervise 
the disciples when they draw the diagrams for worship. Lines 
should not be broken and there should not be holes or vacant 
spots while filling the receptacles with powders of various 
colours. The powder applied should be of the particles of the 
same size so that the diagram will appear even. Otherwise 
clusters of powders will mar the beauty of the diagram. 

Such diagram can also be drawn on the walls of the house 
as well as on clothes. These should be drawn according to 
specification and used for domestic worship. This would 
destroy the troubles form evil spirits haunting the house. 
Further, such worship is useful for the destruction of sins of 
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all kinds. Demons and R3k§asas do not appear before such 
holy diagrams. Lord Vi$pu occupies such diagrams to bless the 
devotee. 

The colours dear to the deities are white,red, yellow, 
black, etc., in addition to green. The universe consists of these 
five colours though the state of Vi§pu is beyond these colours. 

Masala is conceived as Puru§a and the design of lotus 
is its heart. In between the hands is located the middle of the 
body and the stalk of the lotus from the navel. JanSrdana is 
conceived as the central seed which is subtle. The whole 
universe is conceived as the parts of the mystic diagram. The 
eight Vasus, gods, planets, stars, oceans, mirror, moun¬ 
tain,divine sages, sun, moon, fire etc., are conceived in the 
diagram. Lord Vi$iju occupies the same. Only the wise would 
rea ise or see this aspect. Vi$gu the Supreme Being occupies 

t e centre of the diagram. In his supreme form he has no 
attributes. 


™ i,- inCe j 6 occu P' es this mystic diagram he should be 
ors ippe properly by devotees. Hence worship of the 

hnhTohaic co " sl ® red as greater in merit than the worship of 
noly ghats and other places. 

( 10 ) 


1 fic 9 1 /J 


rites of worship etc ^ ? ™ th the top,cs of rehgious vow ’ 
liberation for the YoJZ ^! n the disci P ,es and to obtain 
syllables. The first stjfnH 7 he Word D7k§a consists of two 
wealth, prosperity mowt* f ° f bestowing ’ giving etc - of the 
destruction of attachm^f-® 10 '’ and the SeC ° nd Stands for the 
being. The seasons suftahi ^ ° r kn ° tS Wh ' Ch bmd the human 
and summer or even aut 6 f ° r the religioUS VOW are spring 


disciple by examining h° Uld ascertain the suitability of the 
tested before he is ad ' S C3Ste etc> His devotion also is to ^ 
for divine worship T , m,tted - s h° u,d h ave a real yearning 
bring the necessary 0 b^ Prece P tor should ask the disciples to 
the vow or corOna*- * ects for the coronation. The place for 
,on °f the disciple should be decided 
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according to the caste of the disciple and places like temple, 
banks of rivers, holy ghats, cattle fields and gardens should 
be selected accordingly. All the Vai$pava disciples should be 
consecrated to the vow together. The preceptor should enter 
the selected place after bath and other purificatory rites. He 
should meditate upon the god and arrange the various pots of 
sanctified water. The hymn relating to Nfsiihha should be 
chanted to sanctify the water kept in the pots. Paiicagavya, 
the five objects collected from a cow, should be prepared for 
the rite. All these are to be arranged after meditating upon 
god Visiju. The main pot should be filled with water, jewels 
etc., and covered with cotton threads. Fragrant flowers are to 
be used for the worship of the god who is conceived as 
occupying the sanctified pot placed in the centre of the place. 
Invocation of the deity is to be carried out properly. Water is 
to be sprinkled around the spot holding the sacred pot. After 
that, the preceptor should cover the pot with a pair of fresh 
white clothes. 

Then oblations are to be offered to the deity. These are 
prepared in ghee. A portion is offered to the main deity, the 
second portion is to the god occupying the pot, and the third 
portion to the sacred fire kindled in a pit in the same plot. 
What is left is to be offered to attendant deities. Then the 
preceptor should partake the leftovers of the oblation with the 
disciple. 

Now the preceptor should bow to Vi$i?u and circumam¬ 
bulate the god with devotion chanting hymns. He is to pray 
to the god to liberate people from bondage. Further, permis¬ 
sion to liberate people is also sought from him. He should 
purify his body and meditate upon the god and occupy a 
diagram of mystic letters drawn on the ground using various 
coloured powder. The god is again considered as occupying 
the diagram and worship is offered to him. The disciple also 
is made to worship the diagram. He is made to circumambulate 
the spot and to worship the lords of the quarters. 

The disciple should follow the directions given by the 
preceptor. He should stand on his knees and meditate upon 
Vi§qu having the effulgence of crores of sun and accompanied 
by goddess Lak$mT. The god is conceived as possessing eight 



- 42 - 


hands and decorated well with garlands. He should offer 
worship using mantras. A Brahmin should add ‘deva’ to his 
name a K$atriya should add ‘varma’, a VaiSya should suffix 
‘gupta’ and a Sodra should attach the word ‘dasa’ to his own 
name in offering worship to the deity: A lady should refer to 
herself with the addition of the word ‘devi\ Incenses, lit up 
torches, oblation etc., are to be offered in worship. On the 
body of the disciple all elements from Prakfti to PrthivT are 
to be conceived by the act known as nyasa. The disciple should 
be seated to the right side of the teacher and made to hold 
the ku$a grass keeping himself mum. The lord of the pot is to 
be worshipped. The disciple should lie down there meditating 
on the deity. If during the same night he happens to see any 
bad dream, he is to make expiatory rites to ensure success. 


On the morning the disciple should bath and purify 
himself to worship the diagram after invoking the god to leave 
the spot for the moment. In this worship he should use fragrant 
flowers, offer oblations, use lit up torches. He should conceive 
's own body as the universe in the course of the rite. 
th h rm ! n ® vivid r ' tes he should hold himself as separated from 
Tfit ° nds act '. on< He should meditate upon basic principles. 

nayoga also is to be used. The disciple should be trained 
o pe orm yoga or meditation in addition to conceiving the 
v? - without the attributes. Without this practice of 
® a , e 'sciple could not succeed. This helps him to move 
the<!» r0m t " 6 WorId, y desires. The teacher should then instruct 
di«rinir i ci! aS P ractic « of the particular sect or system. The 
the tlxrh ° U ^ the " °^ er presentations of cloth and gold to 

the disciple' wm°beahi t0 ^ .°" ly ^ hiS b,essin * s 

v >11 oe able to perform rites. 

( 11 ) 


The consecration of the preceptor 

undergoL^hev^ deal W ' th the coronation of the disciple 
status of a t 6 u° W ° f tra ' n ' n 8- This is essential to confer the 

to train other^T^ l ° the disci P ,e which enab,es him tum 
it is on the co • Vow is to be taken on three aspects. First 
The second . nVent,ons of the particular sect, viz., Vai$qavism. 
relating to Vk re8ardin g the knowledge of Tantrik aspects 

worship. Writi U the third is with re 8 ard to the m °d es of 
n 6 the diagram on the ground the teacher trains 
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the disciple on the principles in the first mode mentioned 
above. The vow on Tantra is the training to worship the god 
properly as occupying the diagram. The third type of teacher 
is one who trains the disciple in sacrificial rites by offering 
oblations to the sacred fire. In other words, a student learns 
the Tantra rites first, acquires the knowledge of mantras and 
then worships the god. Thus there are three aspects involved 
in this. 

The preceptor should purify the disciple by performing 
the rites from Garbhadhana, Purhsavana etc., which are usually 
done. The various Tattvas should be conceived as occupying 
the body of the disciple. Offering of oblations on sacred fire 
may be done in the course of purifying the body of the disciple. 
He is to be liberated from the bondage of earthly existence 
by these rites. These rites are to be done every year and by 
performing twelve sacrifices one becomes purified. After this 
he is to be coronated as a preceptor. The mantras used for 
this consecration may be used by the ministers in the 
coronation of a ruler. 

A preliminary rite precedes the coromation. First a 
diagram is drawn on the ground and the god is worshipped as 
occupying the same. Then oblations are offered in a sacred 
fire kindled for the purpose. In the centre of the diagram a 
pot is placed having sanctified water. It should be filled with 
gold pieces, jewels, leaves etc., and covered by fresh clothes. 
Ku£a grass should also be placed on it tying its top or head 
portion. Mystic letters are marked in the different parts of the 
pot. The letters like a’, Vi$gugSyatn, Prapava, BTjamantra of 
Vi§pu etc., are made use of in this connection. The preceptor 
should worship several such sanctified pots placed on the 
diagram. This is called Tantradhivlsana - application of 
Tantra. Now the disciple should be consecrated pouring the 
sanctified water on his head. 

This ceremony of religious bath , should be performed on 
a specially made platform which should have four pillars, and 
a raised floor. It should be decorated with pots full of parched 
rice. The Svastika design should be drawn on the ground using 
white powder (usually of rice). The god concerned as occupying 
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a PT{ha is worshipped by the teacher and he prays to be deity 
seeking permission to consecrate the disciple. 


The teacher should lead the disciple clothed in a white 
dress and the pots are brought there for the rite. Then he 
should pour the water over the head of the disciple to the 
accompaniment of the sound of musical instruments and 
auspicious songs from the ladies assembled there. After 
pouring several potfuls of water the teacher should use fragrant 
flowers in worship. The disciple is then made to wear fresh 
clothes and asked to sit on a low stool in front of the teacher. 


Now the disciple should be presented with the insignia 
of the preceptorhood such as Yogapatfaka, head-gear, disc, 
ring and authority to perform similar rites by himself in future. 
Knowledge in the Vai$nava lore should also be imparted to 
the disciple to liberate him from worldy bonds. He should be 
instructed to bestow blessing only on proper persons who have 
elief in Vi?qu. Those who do not have belief in Vi$iju or who 
e ong to a different sect should not be blessed even if they 
are rahmaijas, K$atriyas, Vaigyas, Madras or women. Similarly 
prou , wicked, sinful and other types of people should never 
oe messed by the preceptor. When his own teacher is present 

if S i^ U | n0t 3Ct ' nde pendently disregarding the teacher. He 
s ou a ways respect his teacher as if the latter is god himself. 

tbe re *'gious texts the disciple should always 
not Hierro ° f b ' s teac her with reverence. One should 

reasons fW* 6 WOrds °f the teacher without sufficient 

should rectify theTm! S, m “? lt ? co " ,mi,ted . th . e dis . ci P. ,e 
twrh^r a 7 a • • , ame a fter obtaining the permission of the 

embarrassing trtSVopu^ ° 0t T rt aCt h t . h ? * 

imnmn^r OM ~ f eo P ,e in general as also deeds which are 

even in dream on^JhoullT^ a,Ways be he,d in reSpec ‘ and 

rules should be followej till death ^ ” e8 ° ,St,C ‘ 

tradition C ^nV o re S rs f aD OW b f COmes a P^ceptor in Vai §0 ava 
he should behave n Pproach him for instructions. To others 
interests. He should and not with f,nancial or other 

perform sacrifices a,ned in p *hc aratra tenets and shou,d 
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A disciple should always respect his teacher. Poor, 
helpless and blind people should be treated with compassion. 
He should perform meditation, sacrifice etc., properly and 
should not overdo it. The teacher should be presented with 
gifts. Without the permission of the teacher the acts of worship 
should never be done. Such an act would bring bad effects 
and the result will not be favourable. Worship of Vi$vaksena 
is also essential since he occupies the northern part of the 
masala or shrine where Vi§iju is consecrated. 

A properly trained teacher should worship Hari once, 
twice or thrice a day and bless his own disciples. Such a person 
becomes proficient in the institution of a temple or the 
consecration of an idol. At the end of the religious vow and 
coronation, Vi§iju should be worshipped again. In the next 
morning the preceptor should proceed to a nearby holy ghat 
or tank to perform religious bath to mark the culmination of 
the rites. Brahmins should be made to offer blessings as a 
fitting finale to these rites. 

( 12 ) 

The characteristics of the ground 

Now I shall deal with the characteristics of the ground 
to be selected for the sacrifice where by performing the rites 
one would get the desired effects. The place is divided at first 
into three types as Uttama, Madhyama and Adhama and it is 
classified into four types by another consideration as Supadma, 
Bhadrika, POrija and DhUmra. 

In the place classified as Uttama, rivers flow to the east, 
land is fertile with milky trees and is abounding in fruits, plenty 
of water, even, lush growth of grains, with agreeable atmos¬ 
pheric conditions suitable to men and cattle. In the Adhama 
type these will be absent and in the Madhyama type water 
flows in different directions. The best variety is suitable to all 
castes. 

The ground for Brahmins and men of higher caste to 
perform the sacrifice should be square or of six by eight feet 
measurment. It can be white, red, yellow and black in colour. 
The taste shall be sweet, bitter, pungent or sour. The smells 
of the grounds to be avoided are enumerated as that of ghee, 
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blood, boiled rice and salt. Ground full of termites,small 
stones, holes, charcoals, bones, ashes, hairs, mud, and insects 
should not be selected for sacrificial purposes. Brown in colour, 
pungent, emitting foul smell, hardness etc., are bad qualities 
of the ground. Absence of water, curvedness,double the length 
of the breadth, round, pentangular, hexagon, crescent-shaped, 
winnow-like etc., are the types of ground unfit for sacrifices. 
Certain trees like Bamboo, Arka plants etc., grow in places 
unfit for sacrifice. Locations inhabited by animals and birds 
like monkey, hog, jackal, vulture, owl, kite are unworthy 
places. Hallowed in the centre and having stones beneath the 
level etc., are qualities not approved for the purpose. 


Fitness of the ground can be tested with flowers and 
torches and there are methods for this. Pepul, Fig and other 
trees giving even or odd numbers represent omens. Location 
o wells m certain regions is to be taken as a bad sign. Plants 

J.*7. P anta ' n » jack trees, ASoka, Sandal etc., are taken as 
addmg to the qualities of the ground. 

is th *be four types of grounds referred to earlier, SupadmS 
Vii« a e « eSt ? * and * re es like Sandal, arecanuts, coconuts 
flourish^nH ° tuses > b lue lotuses, ketakas, sugarcanes etc., 
Kamnra v a 6 ^ ater is available in plenty. Trees like Agaru, 
and Arjuna also grow here. This land is 
qu.et m nature and suitable for rites. 

rivers B flot r 'upto !h 1 ^ ° f ,and favourab,e for rites * Here 

Milky plants and 7r 00630 and there ar6 , many holy ghats> 
fields on the Sf JH? eS ’ gardens > arbours of creepers, paddy 

charactertise this gJou!Td S ' de ^ h ° ly °" ^ WCS ‘ 

with some^careitt*# type ° f ,and which is m ° re a hi,,y re 8 ion 
Khadira and r y f ° r Water - Trees like Nimba, A$oka, Bakula, 

otherwise prosp^ r mPa,Ca grow °° this grOU ° d ' Th e land is 


and it is not fert‘1 °° rtb and l ast tyP® ,and ' s ^ °f stones 
which grow onlv * 10 natUre - Certain trees like bamboo etc., 
kites, owls, jackal' 0 forests are to be found here. Vultures, 
place. s ’ bogs and bear are to be found in this 



After assessing the suitability of the land by these -signs 
one should clear the ground taking away the thorns and other 
roots. Then the land should be ploughed five times or ten 
times before grains are sown there. Once again the land is to 
be tilled. After the grains are grown up the land is tilled again 
and cows are tethered there. After an year the lands again 
ploughed and the seed of Sesamum is sown there. Once they 
are grown up and flowered the land is again ploughed. 

Now it is the propitiation of the Bhutas of different 
regions that is needed. They are asked to go away to provide 
place for lord Hari. The regions from east to north are marked 
properly by marking them with the thread. At an auspicious 
time the preceptor should srtretch out the threads of measure. 
Hard stakes are thrust into the ground to mark the regions 
with the threads. An iron hammer is used to strike at the top 
of the stakes to drive them into the ground. The ground is-to 
be dug about six feets (of the size of a man) or upto finding 
hard rock or water. A pot containing jewels is to be placed 
in the pit at a selected time. The god is to be invoked at the 
door portion or gate of the structure. Fire is to be kindled in 
the plain ground for sacrificial rite. After making the place 
square in sharp, Vsstu - the presiding deity of the plot is to 
be propitiated. For this there should be eighty one columns 
marked by the placements of the measuring threads. If the 
ground is even it is auspicious and an uneven ground portents 
bad luck. Curd, rice, ghee, flowers, water, jewels, etc., are to 
be placed on the plot as offerings. 

There are specifications according to which each of the 
deities are to be invoked in the different columns of the 
Vastumapcjala or diagram drawn and coloured with powders. 
Ha and Nifti are at the top. Brahma occupies in the nine 
columns of the centre and deserves worship. Altogether 32 
deities are to be worshipped in the diagram as occupying the 
different regions. After worshipping these deities occupying 
the slot the Bhutas on the quarters are to be given oblation. 
If these deities are not worshipped, the site or house is not fit 
for dwelling. 

After the worship of Vastudevata on an auspicious day 
the ground should be made even for worshipping the Grahas. 



All the nine Grahas are to be properly worshipped. This is for 
the prosperity of the owner. If bad omens occur expiatory rites 
should be performed. Certain occurrences are termed as- 
auspicious. The sight of a king or Brahmin, potful of water, 
elephant, horse, peacock, swan and sounds of conch and flute 
etc., are considered as auspicious. 

After propitiating the Brahmins with suitable gifts the 
work of digging the ground should be continued till it is 
finished. The foundation stone of the shape of a turtle should 
be placed in the centre of the ground dug for the purpose. It 
should be worshipped with suitable rites. He is asked to support 
the structure that is to be built upon it. After propitiating the 
stone in this way Gape£a should be properly invoked to ward 
off obstacles in the construction. This further ensures the 
prosperity of the region. After marking the regions with stakes 
the superstructure should be completed step by step till the 
whole temple is constructed. 

( 13 ) 

The erection of temples 

Now I shall briefly deal with the specifications of the 
temple, the construction of which assures prosperity and 
destruction of sins. Even the arrangement of just eight bricks 
(as in a sacrificial pit) brings immense merit. That being the 
case how can one guess at the merit accruing by the 
construction of a temple. The merit earned by sacrifices, 
penances, visit to holy ghats,study of the Vedas etc., is here 
multiplied by crores. Hence those who can afford should 
construct temples. 

First the land should be ploughed using a plough drawn 
by two red coloured bullocks. The preceptor should chant 
mantras and wear fresh clothes. After levelling the ground 
vegitation should be produced and cattles may be fed on that. 
Once more the land is to be tilled before the laying of bricks 
should be done at the portion designed as the door. To the 
south of the door the first brick is to be placed. Now a series 
of rites are to be performed. Vi$pugayatri and other hymns 
are to be chanted and deities and Grahas are to be propitiated 
with sacrifices performed in fire. God Vi$pu is to be mentioned 
by standing in a particular place marked by the measuring 



thread into various divisions of the base portion. After the 
meditation the further laying of bricks should be done 
beginning from a south-east direction. The bricks are to be 
arranged in a level and should avoid uneven bricks. After the 
bricks are properly laid a potful of water is to be placed there 
for worhip. It should be filled with flowers, rice, grains etc. 
Now the cavities of the foundations are to be filled up with 
mud collected from fields and the works may be dispensed 
with temporarily. 

The possibility of seeing a dream is very much there. If 
it forebodes good omen it is good, otherwise expiatory rites 
are in order. Now the central portion is to be laid with jewels, 
gold pieces, metallic parts etc. A vessel for the purpose 
(Garbhadhana - laying of the central portion) is required. This 
is to be placed in a part of the plot according to the caste to 
which the owner belongs. The vessel is to be purified by 
pouring the five things collected from a cow like its urine, 
dung etc. The vessel is to be filled up with a host of things 
collected from various places including river beds and oceans. 
Now rites of worship are performed to sanctify the pot. The 
essence of the rite is the invocation of the mother earth to 
occupy the vessel for the prosperity of the temple. After 
offering oblations in the fire, spirits should be propitiated with 
suitable offerings. This is to abvoid the anger of the deity 
called Vastudevata. 

l^ow the walls and pillars are to be erected. The eastern 
door should face the village to avoid bad omens. There can 
be one to seven floors for an edifice or structure. It can be 
round or square and should be beautiful to look at. There are 
separate deities presiding over the house as well as the ground 
or plot. Vayu, VahnT, Indra, Varupa, Arka, Indu and Vi$pu 
are the deities of the house. The deities of the plot are VarSha, 
Narasirhha, Sridhara, ASvamukha, Jamadagnya, Rama, 
Vamana and Kr$pa. Garu<la should be invoked in all the four 
directions. 

In the pot Visnu presents himself in three forms. In the 
vessel it is Hari and at the end of it is Mahavi$pu and on its 
tip it is Sadavi$pu. Thus in the sanctum worship is to be made 
to the three as Sthula,-Suk§ma and Para. The feet (Paduka) 
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is Ananta and the lord is Atmatattva. Gods like Indra occupy 
the quarters and lord Visvaksena is located in the drain. 

The temple is conceived as a human body with its 
numerous limbs from head to foot. The girth is like girdle, 
the belly is the Garbhagfha or sanctum sanctorum, the pillars 
are the hands, the central portion is the navel, the heart is 
the pTfha or the altar, the anus is the drain (for the flow of 
water) the footstep is Ahamkara, the idol is like Puru$a 
(Atman), the bell is the tongue, the mind is the light, the 
wooden portions are like ligaments and the stony elements are 
the bones, the plaster (of lime) is the stem, the blood is the 
juice, the eyes are at the sides of the summit and the tip of 
the flag is the head, the bottom is the palm, the door is the 
genital organ, parrot-beak like structure is the nose,windows 
are the ears, niches like dovecots are the shoulders, pot like 
portion (dome) is the head. The ghee offered in the shrine is 
the marrow; the words are the mantras, the milk is the water 
poured in the temple. The joints of the shore are like joints 
of the body and the metallic nails etc., like the nails. The 
Kusa grass put on the pot resembles the hairs. Around the 
" temple there should be a wall the height of which should not 
exceed the base of the shrine. There should be Gopuras 
(towers) at the doors and mai?4apas (platforms). Another lofty 
Maijdapa should be created for Garu^a. There should also be 
shrines for the lords of the quarters as also for Vi$vaksena. 
On the back there should be a place for Ananta and on the 
southern region there should be the kitchen. On the south and 
north there should be platform like structures or stony 
representations for the divine mothers. 

The outer structures shall be made of stones, bricks, wood 
or mud. Proper stone is to be selected. It should not be too 
hard or too soft, or having cavities in the centre. Granite 
belonging to the masculine type should be used for the idol 
the feminine type for the alter and the base portion shall be 
of neuter type of granite. The worship should be according to 
the size of the temple or vice-verse. This also applies to the 
other elements regarding the temple. Visnu temple should not 
be made of dilapidated stones. The bricks used should not be 
old, brittle, half baked, having cavities (or holes), scorched, 
weightless and prepared from bad earth. Wood should not be 
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used in structures in an upside down manner. In a temple the 
portions at the base should always be constructed using granite 
stones or things which are conducive to the welfare of the 
structure. 

( 14 ) 

The characteristics of idols 

Now I shall deal briefly with the specifications and 
characteristics of the idols or statues as also the materials by 
which they are shaped. Statues or figurines are of several types 
based on the materials like gems, metals, stones, minerals, 
clay, wood and paintings on surfaces. Those made of gems 
and metals are faultless while those made of stones are likely 
to have blemishes. Stones are to be selected from sacred 
mountains. 

The ground or earth in which the stones are to be found 
are of four types as VSruijT, AindrI, AgneyT and V5yavT. Stones 
from the first two types are generally without blemish. These 
stones which are embeded in the earth are smooth and 
untouched by the rays of the sun.These stones differs in 
characteristics according to the requirements of the four classes 
of people like Brahmaga, K$atriya, Vaisya and SDdra. For 
Brahmaija the stones should be of a single colour or golden 
in colour and lustrous in appearance. For Ksatriya it should 
be red and green for the Vaisya. The Sodra prefers black 
stones generally. 

Stones are classified as belonging to three genders like 
feminine, masculine and neuter. The feminine type is exten¬ 
sive, cold in touch, of the shape of a plantain leaf, having 
agreeable sound and beautiful in appearance. The masculine 
type produces deep sound on touch, heavy, hard, shining like 
leaves of pepul tree and extensive in appearance. The neuter 
type of stones represent the characteristics of both to some 
extent with good smell, compact in appearance and cold in 
touch. The various types of stones are also called by names 
like YuvatT, Bala, MfdvT Pallava, CaiitfalT, Sulkini etc., based 
on their characteristic features. These names are applied based 
on the maturity of the stone like hard, soft, brittle and so on. 
The lines on the stones are also taken into account. The ones 
with bad lines are to be rejected and the ones having lines 
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resembling auspicious objects like that of a disc, leaf, moon, 
sun and stars etc., are to be selected as suitable for making 
idols. Shapes of stones are also taken into account in selecting 
them. Crooked, huge, slender, sharp and broken stones are 
not auspicious, stones having cavity are to be rejected as also 
those producing bad sounds on being broken are to be avoided. 

The preceptor should proceed along with the architect 
for the selection of stones on an auspicious day. He should 
wait for auspicious time looking for good omens before he 
moves forward. The architect should have weapons like axe, 
hammer etc., with him to cut the stones from the site. Once 
the proper stone is selected the preceptor should engage the 
sculptor to make the idol. The preceptor should worship the 
quarry in which the stones are found. The ground should be 
sanctified with proper rites. 

Once the idol is made the preceptor should stay on the 
site for the night. He should lie down by the side of tbe idol 
on a bed of KuSa grass which is spread out. He should 
propitiate Vi$pu with proper hymns for 108 times and hope to 
see a dream. If the dreams are auspicious then it is well and 
good. Otherwise he is to perform rites of expiation to ward 
off evils. The selected stones for building idols and other 
edifices of a temple should be drawn in a cart or chariot. The 
chariot should be received by others with instrumental music 
and other accompaniments. The stone so brought should be 
put on the northern side of the shed. These rites are also 
applicable in the selection of wood for the idol. 

The materials produced or taken from one’s own land is 
auspicious and best suited. Those obtained for financial and 
other considerations are of a second order. The last type consist 
of materials obtained from the depth of rivers and lakes. 

The wood selected for making statues should be of good 
quality and auspicious from the view of sacrificial considera¬ 
tion. Hard and substantial wood is to be selected rejecting 
those with cavities, eaten by termites, dried ones, broken ones 
etc. The selected trees should be worshipped and their 
permission is to sought before they are cut down. The 
preceptor should request the trees to become a part of the 
temple so that it could be worshipped everyday by people and 
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such worship will be a source of pleasure for the tree. The 
wood selected thus becomes virtuously the body of god and 
escapes feelings of thirst and fatigue. Before the tree is cut 
down the axe should be smeared with honey and ghee. Once 
the wood falls on the ground it is to be worshipped using 
different rites. 

Such rites are applicable in selecting clay for making the 
idols. The mud should be of a good quality and prepared 
properly mixing it with materials like ghee, oil, decoctions of 
various kinds etc. In the case of materials like jewels, minerals 
and metals, to shape an idol care should be taken. They should 
be properly purified according to the nature of the material. 
Gold, silver, copper etc., are often used in making idols. Each 
of such idols bestows various kind of auspiciousness on the 
devotees. 

Idols could be a single piece or consisting of different 
parts. Those made of stones,metals, jewels and minerals are 
usually of a single piece. The ones made of mud,wood etc., 
may have parts which are put together to form a single unit. 

There can be three types of measurements classified as 
large, medium and short. Stones,wood and metals are respec¬ 
tively used in these measurements in shaping the idols. 
Detailed measurements are given for the various limbs of the 
statues. There should be proper proportions and these are 
provided by units of ahgulas. Parts of the body from head to 
foot are described with their measures. These details begin 
form the hair on the head to the nails of the toe. Minute 
details are to be worked out by the sculptor in shaping an idol 
which should not only be presentable but auspicious also. This 
kind of care in proportion is applicable in painting the picture 
of a deity also. The idols are to be installed or fixed on an 
altar of a proportionate height and worshipped properly. 

( 15 ) 

The five types of installations 

Now I shall deal with the five types of installation of 
statues of gods which are to be performed to the accompani¬ 
ment of suitable hymns. The five kinds of installations are 
called sthapana, asthapana, samsthapana, pra$th3pana and 
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prati${hapana with slight modifications in rites and their nature. 
The word Prati$fha is usually applied to the rites connected 
with the installation of idols in five different poses as standing 
erect,sitting,lying down or reposing, riding a vehicle and the 
idol fit for movement as in a procession. The idol in a standing 
position should be ‘saumya’ in disposition and that in a sitting 
pose should be ‘saumya’ as well as ‘AgneyT.’ The idol installed 
as reposing is ‘AgneyT while there is no restriction for the 
other types. Idols are also classified as SattvikT, Rajas! and 
TamasT and having the respective colour of white, red and 
black. 

A pure celestial god should be installed in a standing 
position while the divinity with an aspect of humanity should 
be installed in a sitting pose. Other deities who are equal in 
conception could be installed as one likes. 

Vjspu in a standing pose is all pervasive. When Vi$pu is 
installed in a reposing position (as in his form as PadmanSbha), 
he should be surrounded by other deities. On his sides there 
should be Brahma and Rudra with whom the sun and moon 
gods are also to be found. Goddess Lak$mT, Sarasvati, §ant! 
and Rati should also be conceived and installed. Varaha and 
ASvamukha should also attend on the god. Other deities to 
attend on the reposing god are enumerated on Brahma, Bhfgu, 
Daksa, Rudra, Agni, Manu, Sanatkumara. Skanda, Pradyum- 
na, Aniruddha, Markapdeya and goddesses holding chowries 
to fan the god. 

The god installed as riding a vehicle should be accom¬ 
panied by gods as desired by the preceptor. Weapons like disc, 
mace, conch, sword, arrow, plough, etc., should also be 
sculptured with the idol. The god in a standing position should 
have four hands and in a sitting position should have eight 
hands. But in a reposing position one should exercise one’s 
choice in deciding upon the number of hands. 

In all installations the god is imagined as all powerful to 
bestow favours on the devotees. The powers of the deity are 
considered as five and these ensure the benefits. The idol in 
a reposing position should be installed in long, circlular and 
rectangular temples while in other type of temple deities in 
' other poses may be installed. The Uttarayapa and the half of 



the full moon of a lunar fortnight are favourable for the 
installation ceremonies. Suitable and auspicious days are also 
to be selected for the purpose. 

After the installation ceremony Ankuraropaija - sowing 
of seeds is performed to ensure auspiciousness. For this three 
kinds of vessels called Palika, Ghapka and &arava are used. 
There are specifications for these vessels which are required 
in a large number. Twelve to sixteen vessels of each type are 
required for the rites and these are to arranged in three rows. 
These are to be filled up with sand, ashes and mud to be 
sanctified by mantras. Nine types of grains are to be sown in 
all and for each of these types there are specific deities to be 
worshipped. For instance iii Yava, Sarsapa (wheat and mus¬ 
tard) god Tndra is to be invoked and so on. 

Worship of these vessels filled with grains is to be done 
for several days. 

Once the grains are grown or sprouted the streets etc., 
should be cleaned. People of low caste and others with diseases 
etc., should be sent out of the vicinity of the shrine. Then the 
sacrificial materials should be collected at the temple. There 
should be a matjtfapa with four pillars and of square shape 
with four doors. Gateways should also be erected at a specific 
height. There should be eight flagstaffs and a ninth one with 
a statue of Garutja as the main staff which is ten times as big 
as the height of the base of the sanctum. The pots used should 
be golden or made of clay. The metal vessels should be big 
enough to hold much water. The sacrificial ladles should be 
either golden or made of silver. Weapons should be made of 
gold or other materials. Oils of various types, ghees, honey, 
rhilk and curd should be procured for the use of worship. There 
should be cot, pillars, coverings and bed spreads and clothes 
for various purposes. Milch cows and other cows should be 
brought there. Sacrificial items, golden sacred threads, dried 
wood, torches, grains, medicinal plants, four types of instru¬ 
ments of music, musicians, Vedic scholars, astrologers,sages, 
elders well-versed in mantras etc., should be available there. 

While certain items are purified by washing with water 
others are just sprinkled by sacred water for purification. The 
idol in a standing position should be bathed by pouring water 
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on it. In selecting flowers for worship one should be careful. 
On touching certain flowers one gets polluted and needs 
another bath for purification or at least a sprinkling with water. 
Even such flowers which have no smell can be used for worship. 
Flowers should be collected by oneself or by one’s wife or son, 
or even by one’s disciple. They should be put in a vessel and 
kept away from the heat of the sun. Flowers collected from 
one’s own garden are best while those collected from the wild 
is of a second quality. Those purchased by paying are the least 
in preference. 

Incenses should also be prepared from proper trees and 
kept ready for worship. The lamp should be lit by using oil 
or ghee or even by the oil collected from trees. One should 
not kindle the flame by the wind of the mouth. The rice cooked 
for offerings should be washed in water thrice. While offering 
rice at least a drop of ghee should also be offered. Fruits for 
offerings should be naturally ripe and sweet in taste. In the 
absence of these offerings one should worship the god with 
flowers or water. 

( 16 ) 

The purification of the idol 

Now I shall briefly deal with the modes of purification 
regarding the idols. First one should choose a preceptor and 
make him perform the rites of worship. Gods are of two kinds, 
the fixed one and the moving one. The stone idol is the fixed 
one while the preceptor is taken as the moving one. 

Rites should be performed as decided by the preceptor, 
since only such rites please the god. The qualities of a 
preceptor are; one who is properly ordained,scholarly, quiet, 
and pious. He should know the conventions of the particular 
sect and should be proficient in the duties of his caste. Such 
a preceptor should be ordained by the house-holder for the 
performance of rites. 

The selection of a preceptor should be done properly. 
The place for this rite should be a temple, house, banks of a 
river, cattle shed,shade of a tree etc. The spot should be 
cleaned and anointed with cowdung and the preceptor should 
be seated on a wooden seat. He should then be received giving 
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water to wash his feet and cloth to wear etc. Gold and other 
costly presents should be made to him according to one’s 
ability. After receiving him properly he should be requested 
to preside over the rites and to perform the desired sacrifices 
or ritual. There should be Brahmins to assist the preceptor in 
his acts. Such assistants should be proficient in Vedic lore and 
Tantrik rites. They should perform rites from the selection of 
the plot upto the sacred bath after the performance of the 
rites. 


After properly examining in the idol it should be laid on 
a cot and the scupltors are asked to give finishing touches by 
cleaning the eyes of the idol. Then it should be washed in 
water after anointing the same with ghee. Now lamps should 
be lit and Nirajana should be performed on the idol. In the 
afternoon the preceptor and others should take the idol to a 
river, or lake or a natural water spot. The idol is to be covered 
by Darbha grass and clothes and placed on a plank. To the 
accompaniment of auspicious music and instrumental sounds 
the idol should be submerged in water in a lying position. This 
is called Adhivasana. A stone image should be submerged in 
water for three nights, a metal idol for a single night and a 
jewel idol should be kept in water for the duration of a night. 

Now the preceptor should reach the temple along with 
the sculptors, masons and carpenters. He should inspect the 
sanctum first completed by the sculptor. It should be encircled 
by a cord made of grass and cotton lines. The sanctum 
sanctorum should be cleansed and sprinkled with auspicious 
things and sanctified water. A potful of water should be placed 
along with lamps and incenses within the sanctum. Then a 
sacrifice in fire is performed there. Various mantras are used 
for this. Brahmins are made to chant holy hymns. 

The sides of the sanctum should be decorated well with 
arches. Eight flagstaffs should be erected in the different 
quarters and they should have colours like yellow, red, black, 
blue, etc. Then the eight lords of the flagstaffs called Kumuda, 
Kumudaksa, PundarTka, Vsmana, Sankukarna, Sarvanetra, 
Sumukha and Suprati$thita should be worshipped. On each 
gateway or door pots should be placed. These pots should 
contain holy objects like water, grains, jewels etc. Selection 
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of the plot, worship of the flagstaff, kindling of sacred fire 
etc., are the items of the worship. In the corners of the 
sacrificial pit, deities are consecrated and worshipped. Various 
aspects of deities known under the names of Vi$nu, 
MadhusOdana, Trivikrama, Vamana, £rldhara, Hr$7kesa, 
PadmanSbha and Damodara are worshipped in the different 
quarters beginning from the east. 

The abhiseka or the holy bath of the idol is a laborious 
process. The preceptor should be properly dressed with a head 
gear also. He should fill up several pots with waters and flowers 
chanting various mantras. A map^apa of a square shape is to 
be erected for the purpose. The sanctified pots should be 
arranged properly. In an idol consisting of a single block of 
stone or unit, water should be poured to the accompaniment 
of the chanting of mantras. Powders of various medicinal 
shrubs may be anointed on the idol before it is washed. 
Decoctions of various trees or herbs are also used in this 
connection. Pancagavya, the five items produced by the cow 
such as milk, ghee, urine, cowdung and curd are splashed on 
the idol and for each item a separate mantra is employed. 
These ma/itras are often Vedic hymns selected and adopted 
for the purpose. Some of them are the same used by Brahmins 
in their daily rituals and worship. 

The god is invoked in a particular form. He is offered 
ornaments, dress etc., by the preceptor before he is wor¬ 
shipped. Lamps are taken around in a fashion called NTrajana 
and incenses are also offered. Offerings and oblations are 
placed before him in different vessels. Pancagavya is also 
offered along with flowers, waters, ghee, honey etc. 

Sacrifices on holy fire is also made by the preceptor as 
a part of the worship in temple. Pits to contain sacrificial fire 
is dug in various shapes like square, angular, round, triangular 
etc., in all the four quarters. Around these pits ku$a grass is 
placed. The objects offered in the holy fire include parched 
rice, mustard, wheat, sesamum and grains. The god of fire 
occupies these pits. His heart,head, eyes, body etc., are 
conceived as forming the different pits in which oblations are 
offered. 
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( 17 ) 

The conception of divinity in the idol 

Now I shall briefly deal with AdhivSsana the act of 
invoking divine power, upon the idol by which god Hari always 
presents himself on it. For this preceptor himself should purify 
his body and conceive it as the seat of divine power. Mystic 
alphabets are to be placed or conceived in the different parts 
of the body and the preceptor should imagine that the body 
is burnt and the soul reborn. 

The preceptor should think of God Hari with eight hands 
and having the lustre of a thousand suns making it difficult 
even for gods and Asuras to perceive. That god is conceived 
as entering his body through Brahmarandhra. Thus the precep¬ 
tor hitnself is identified with the prowess of Vi$iju in a mystical 
manner. His life breath itself becomes an idol. 

He conceives the world as dissolving in the universe. 
Once again the act of creation is imagined after the so-called 
deluge. In this creation fourteen worlds are imagined. 

The idol of Vi$iju is to be put on a cot to be worshipped. 
Various Nyasas are to be performed according to rites. These 
include Mstfkanyasa, Saktinyasa, Mantranyasa and 
Mudranyasa. Accordingly the body of the god or idol is 
conceived as the seat or basis of many objects and ideas. These 
conceptions differ according to different basic ideas. For 
instance when the god is conceived as a Vatsara - or a solar 
year the twelve months form the various parts of the body. 
The four hands are the four years. Ahoratras are his bones. 
Manvantaras too are his hands. Mahakalpa is his head. 

According to a different conception the four castes from 
Brahmanas form his limbs like face etc. Sacrifice is considered 
as his head, Rgveda is the right hand, Samaveda is the left 
hand, Upanisads are the heart, Itihasas and Puranas are his 
knees, Yajurveda is his chest, Atharvaveda is his navel and 
so on. The six ancillaries of the Vedas like Siksa etc.; are also 
conceived as the different limbs of his body or as located in 
the different parts. Dhanurveda and Ayurveda are located in 
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his hands while YogaSastra and NTtisSstra are located respec¬ 
tively in his heart and feet. 

There are numerous other conceptions according to which 
powers, deities, ideas etc., are conceived as forming the 
different limbs of the god. 

According to one such concept the different incarnations 
are accounted for as follows; Matsya in ether, KUrma in feet, 
Varaha in knees, Narasirhha in forehead, Vamana in the centre 
of face, Ramas (three of them) and K^sija in navel, heart, 
waist and private parts, Kalki in knee-joint and Nara-Narayapa 
in feet. 

Another conception maintains that Asvamedha as his 
head, Naramedha as forehead, RajasUya as face, ViSvajit and 
Visvamedha sacrifices as waist, Agni$toma as penis, Atiratra 
as scrotum, and Vajapeya sacrifice as feet. 

After conceiving the god, the preceptor should worship 
the sanctum or Prasada with flowers and incenses. A Brah- 
maSila is to be placed there for worship and on which diagrams 
should be drawn using different colours. The diagram should 
be square and should have four doors on the four sides. Placing 
the idol there the preceptor should perform worship. Sacrifices 
on fire should also be performed. Oblations are to be offered 
to deities and their attendants. They include Vinayaka and 
K$etrap3la. For offering this oblation to attendants the priest 
should go round the shrine. After this the preceptor should 
wash his feet before entering the sanctum to continue the 
worship of the main deity. Fragrant flowers are to be used in 
the worship and their names should be pronounced. Similarly 
in sanctifying the water the names of the rivers Gaiiga, 
Yamuna, Godavari and SarasvatT are to be pronounced. 

Twelve Brahmins should be pleased by offering them food 
and sweet pudding. The presents to be given to them should 
include gold coins and cows. After this the preceptor should 
retire for the night and take rest. He should pass the night by 
seeing dances to the accompaniments of music, listening to the / 
stories of Itihasas and Puranas and so on. In the morning at 
an auspicious time fixed by the astrologers he should begin his 
effort to consecrate the idol in a proper manner. 
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( 18 ) 

The rites of installation 

Now I shall succinctly deal with the installation ceremony. 
Before installing the idol the plot should be consecrated by 
proper rites. A PuijySha should be performed and Brahmins 
should be fed and presented with gold coin,clothes etc. All 
sides of the temple should be made clean by dusting. 
Pancagavya should be sprinkled on the spot after consecrating 
it with Mantras. Certain squares should be drawn and filled 
with river sands. Eight pots should be placed on eight places. 
These are to be filled up with water, festoons, leaves etc. 

The sanctum may be divided by sevem into seven and 
the resultant squares are to be assigned to Brahman, Gods and 
Pilacas. Of these fifteen are set apart for Brahma and thirteen 
for gods. In choosing the spot one should be careful. Idols in 
the position of standing, sitting and reposing are to be installed 
in specific squares. A wrong location results in the death of 
the local king or the one who erects the temple. The idol in 
a single stone should be located in a part of the Brahma 
portion. The altar or pTtha also is to be located here. In the 
portion assigned to Manu$as the attendant deities are to be 
installed while idols representing weapons like disc etc., should 
be located in the spot set apart for PisScas. PadapT{ha - a stone 
altar is to be placed above the Brahmasila which form the 
base. The latter is to be worshipped conceiving it as a mighty 
power. Jewels are to placed in the cavity of the altar in which 
the * s t0 f' xe d- The main hole is to be propitiated by 
offering Pancagavya and other oblations. Then sacrificial rites 
should be done towards northern side of the temple. After 
sanctifying the jewels they are to be put into the cavity after 
chanting mantras along with jewels, the wise one should put 
grains, pearls etc. For performing sacrifices on fire woods of 
a specific type should be collected. Then the preceptor should 
put together sanctified water from the different pots to the 
main pot made of copper. Then he should pour the same over 
the head of the idol to the accompaniment of the sounds of 
musical instruments like conch, kettle drum etc. 

Now the preceptor should take the idol around the temple 
before fixing it on the pedestal in a procession. After the 
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circumambulation of the temple it should be taken inside the 
sanctum through the main door. In taking the idol inside care 
should be taken that it does not touch the ground or the ceiling. 
Now the preceptor should meditate upon god Vi$pu and 
propitiate him to be present there in a fixed form for the well 
being of the world. He is propitiated to be present on the idol 
always and to ward off calamity to the people of the locality 
establishing peace among them. The local chieftains and rulers 
may also prosper as the result of the installation. First the god 
is meditated as without the attributes and then he is thought 
of as possessing various attributes of benovolence. Ether is his 
form and earth is his foothold. Now MantranySsa is performed 
to add divinity to the idol. The god is seen with different 
beautiful limbs, donning an yellow cloth and wearing a jewel 
crown. After showing appropriate poses of hands the preceptor 
should prostrate before it in utter obedience. After the god is 
placed inside the sanctum two gate keepers called Caijtfa and 
Pracap^a are consecrated on both sides of the door. Now 
Garu^a, Ananta, Dak§ipe$vara and lords of quarters are 
installed properly. Vi$veksena is also instituted in his appointed 
place. All of them are conceived as occupying the parts of 
shrine by form. 

Now dances, music performances, instrumental accom¬ 
paniments etc., may be employed. Acarya, the chief preceptor 
is to be paid suitable gifts. A paste called Astabandha is to 
be prepared to fix the idol on the hole of the pedestal. The 
consecrated idol should be covered by fresh clothes before 
Abhiseka or sacred bath is employed. Potfuls of sanctified 
water is used for this ceremonial bath of the deity. The owner 
of the temple also should be bathed using a part of the water. 
He should divide his wealth into three parts and bestow one 
each to his family, preceptor and temple for enjoying happiness 
in the world. 

After the installations and ceremonial worship with the 
employment of torches and lamps and temple door should be 
kept locked for three days and nights. After opening the door 
the god may be bathed in ghee, milk, curd or pure water and 
sandal paste may be applied all over the idol. Ornaments of 
different kinds, fragrant flowers, iricenses, torches,with dif¬ 
ferent number of wicks should be used in worship. Oblations 
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of various kinds also be offered to the deity according to the 
ability of the owner. Brahmins should also be fed and 
propitiated with gifts on the occasion of installation. During 
the evening or night a procession may be taken around the 
village holding hundreds of torches, flags of different kinds 
and festoons of different colours. Drums of different kinds and 
conches should be sounded to lend charm to the procession. 
Oblations of various kinds be offered to spirits to ensure peace 
and prosperity. 

( 19 ) 

The rites following the consecration 

Now I shall deal with the rites that should follow the 
ceremony of installation. Eight squares should be prepared for 
performing sacrifices in fire. After kindling fire properly using 
Vaispava mantras the priests should invoke deities to occupy 
the region. The wood items to be used for fire sacrifices are 
to be collected from certain specific trees. 

Around the sanctum other deities are to be installed for 
worship. Skanda should be consecrated on the east and §5st5 
on the south east. On the southern side the seven mothers - 
BrahmT, MaheSvarT, KaumarT, Vai§oavT, VarahT, Indrawn and 
Camuij<JT should be located along with VTrabhadra and GapeSa 
to afford protection to them. On the west Brahma may be 
located and Vayu on the north west. Durga is located on the 
northern side of the sanctum, where divine^ mothers like 
VagisvarT are to be installed. They are VagTSvari, Kriya, KTrti, 
Lak$mT, Sfsti, Vidya and Kanti. They are to be protected on 
each side by SrTdhara and ASvamukha (Hayasya), Visvaksena 
is also to be located on the north east holding Sankha, Cakra 
and Gada. Isana also is placed in his place i.e., the northern 
direction. All of these deities are to be located inside the 
Prakara or the first fortification around the sanctum. Out¬ 
side,this Prakara is located the flagstaff and other deities. On 
a sacrificial altar the leader of BhUtas is to be consecrated. 
Here Jagannatha also should be installed as an idol to protect 
the region. 

There are specifications for the various parts of the temple 
structure both in its ground measurements and in its height. 
The Sanctum is called the Antarman(Jala - the inner circle 
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around is called Antaharaka. After this another fortification 
is made and between these is located the space called 
Madhyahara. After the MadhyahSra some more space is 
provided for the campus around which a wall is constructed. 
This is called Maryadabhittika - compound wall of the shrine. 
Various parts of the temple structure is called by names like 
POjapTtha - the altar, paduka - the base, kaptha - the neck 
like place of the superstructure, kapota-dove cots, Agrapatjika 
- rafters to hold the tiles, and so on. There are specific 
proportions for their length, breadth and height. The sculptor 
should be proficient in this. The construction is to be covered 
by fresh clothes before it is thrown open for worship. Brahmins 
numbering eight or four should be made to perform sacrifices 
after offering oblations to attendant deities. Materials for 
oblations should consist of ghee, honey, milk, parched rice, 
wheat, flowers, mustard, fruits etc. One thousand or one 
hundred and eight times are fixed for the oblations to be 
offered. 

There are specific mantras for the offering of oblations. 
The preceptor after bathing himself and obtaining the permis¬ 
sion from elderly Brahmin should begin the worship at an 
auspicious time. They should be presented with gifts. 
BhatanStha should be bathed in sanctified water. The precep¬ 
tor as well as the YajamSna - (owner) should go around the 
deities and offer sweet food to the idols. The ceremony is to 
be concluded with a sacred bath of the main deity. The 
preceptor and the owner should sprinkle their body with the 
sanctified water used for the sacred bath of the god to 
culminate the proceedings. 

( 20 ) 

The rites of festivals 

Now I shall briefly indicate the rites relating to the 
festivals since without them the god will not be pleased at all. 
This can be an annual, half yearly or monthly affair and should 
be celebrated taking nine or seven days on each occasion. 
Months in the spring time are considered suitable for this. The 
festival should be in detail and it must be performed annually 
without fail. 
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On an auspicious day a flagstaff is to be erected to the 
chanting of Pu^yaha mantras. The rites begin with 
ArtkurSrpapa - sowing of seeds of grains up to TirthasnSna - 
holy bath at the end of the festival. At the beginning of the 
festival a flagstaff should be erected with a statue of Garucja 
at the top. Smaller flagstaffs should be erected on all the eight 
comers of the shrine. Potfuls of water may be sanctified for 
the purpose. 

The wood or log for the flagstaff should be even and 
without blemish. It should not be one that has been used for 
some other purpose or one that was fallen down by itself or 
a dried one. The tree should be cut after some auspicious rites. 
The axe should be smeared with honey and ghee before it is 
used for cutting the tree or bamboo which is often used. Once 
the log is brought to the temple it should be washed in 
sanctified water. It should be worshipped using many materials 
like mud, decoction, water from holy ghats, incenses and 
flowers. 

A white flag hanging down upto the third part of the 
pinnacle of the shirne should be tied to the staff along with 
small metal bells and chowries. The image of Garuda should 
be drawn on the flag holding the eight serpents like Ananta 
and a blue nose. The junctions of the village where the temple 
is located and other places like gardens, small shrines etc., 
should be decorated with arches and flags. Festoons, Plantains, 
Sugarcanes, Arecanuts, Coconuts etc., should be used for the 
decoration of arches. Garlands of flowers of different colours 
should add to the beauty of the arches. Offerings of sweet, 
using honey, molasses, ghee, etc. should be made in abun¬ 
dance for the benefit of the masses that attend the festivals. 
Music, instrumental sounds, and other items of festivities 
should attract the devotees to the shrine. 

After the daily oblations the special oblation called 
Utsavabali should be offered to attendant deities in all gaiety. 
Ladies, Brahmins, devotees etc., should throng to the side of 
the idol to witness the offerings on such occasions. This will 
enable them to shed their sins and become purified. The priest 
should circumambulate the shrine offering oblations to the 
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attendants installed around the shrine. This should be done on 
all the days of the festival. 

On the seventh day an offering of flowers is to be made 
to the god which is auspicious to god Vi$pu. For this the 
preceptor should perform vow and observe fast for the night. 
A sacred thread may be tied on the hand of the idol before 
the function is begun. The preceptor should also tie this 
auspicious cord on his hand. The idol should be fanned by 
fresh fans and chowries and laid on the cot with burning lamps 
on his sides. On the morning the usual bathing ceremony is 
to be performed. For this a smaller idol mode of metal is used 
and it could be taken out of the sanctum for different purposes. 
The movable idol should be taken around the village and ladies 
should sprinkle powders on the way. Powders of various colours 
should be put on the head of the devotees during such 
processions. After bathing the idol with sanctified water the 
same may be sprinkled on the body of the devotees assembled 
there to witness the festival. 

The idol should then be placed in a square matrfapa and 
worshipped using garlands of various colour. Auspicious 
flowers may be used for this. The gateways of the shrine also 
should be properly decorated. The god should be pleased with 
music and dances. 

Such festivals should be performed periodically. On the 
first night the small idol should be taken around the village 
and on other days it should be carried in and around the 
temple. Oblations to attendant deities are a must every day. 
They are hundreds in number and deserve propitiation with 
offerings. Asuras, Gandharvas, Yak$as, Pitfs, Nagas, Rsk$asas, 
PUacas etc., are there to be propitiated. Each of them occupy 
their respective places holding weapons of different kinds. A 
festival should be concluded only after pleasing these numerous 
attendants. 

At the end of the day the preceptor should enter the 
shrine and offer usual worship to the god. He should request 
the deity to proceed on a pilgrimage the next day. Once it is 
dawn- he gets ready for the procession tying a sacred thread 
on his wrist along with his Yajamana - the local chieftain. 
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( 21 ) 

The holy procession 

Now I shall briefly deal with the procession of the god 
on pilgrimage. After the festivals the god is rested on the seat 
and eulogised and worshipped. The preceptor should then get 
ready for the procession after performing the required rites. 
He should examine the proper occasion by looking at the 
omens. The procession is for the sacred bath of the god. For 
this a chariot or an elephant is brought as a vehicle. Many 
attendants sounding musical instruments should accompany the 
procession. Soldiers, servants and devotees carrying umbrellas 
and flagstaffs present themselves on the occasions. Permission 
of Brahmins is sought for the function after propitiating them 
with gifts. 

The movable idol is consecrated and taken for the 
procession. The priest should wear a head gear of cloth and 
a sacred thread. He is accompanied by his disciples. The idol 
is taken in his right hand and he remains silent through out 
the trip. Before going out of the shrine the idol should be 
taken around the temple. The procession moves towards a 
river or lake where the ceremonial bath is to take place. 

On reaching the spot a Man<Japa is erected and the idol 
is rested. After proper worship the idol is dipped thrice in the 
river and again placed on a seat in the Mapijapa. Once again 
after some rite the priest dips the idol in the water himself 
plunging into the waters for bath. Now the idol is taken out 
and covered with a pair of clothes. Oblations are offered to 
the god and the return trip begins. The movable idol is taken 
back to the shrine in a procession and the divinity is transferred 
back to the original immovable,consecrated idol in the temple. 
This invocation of transference of power is to take place before 
and after the holy procession. Several rites are to be performed 
for this. Brahmins should be fed on this auspicious occasion 
of the holy procession. 

The renovation of temple also becomes necessary some¬ 
times. Then the divinity is to be transfered to a temporary 
idol made of mud or to a picture of the god drawn on a cloth. 
To install this temporary idol a new house or edifice of a small 
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dimension may be made facing the entrance of the old temple. 
The hall should resemble a hut of a single storey and it should 
be constructed using mud or wood. The seat may be made of 
wood and the idol can be made of metals or wood. 

This new temporary shrine should be purified by mantras. 
It should have flagstaffs and arches. Clothes of different kind 
should be used to decorate it. The temporary idol should also 
be put in water and washed. Decorating it with clothes it 
should be laid down. For seven nights oblations are to be 
offered to the god. The preceptor should announce to the gods 
that the old temple has fallen into ruins. Now the effort is to 
renovate the same and to restore it to its former glory. The 
work of renovation will be completed within a specific time. 
After announcing thus the preceptor should enter the sanctum 
and request the god to agree to the renovation. 

The preceptor should bow to the god and announce that 
the devotees are planning to renovate the temple for which 
the god should give the permission. Till the new edifice is 
completed the god should agree to occupy the small and rather 
uncomfortable shrine. After worshipping the god the preceptor 
should come out of the dilapidated shrine and ask the architects 
and sculptors as to what period of time is required for the 
completion of the renovation. They should specify the required 
time to the priest who in turn should inform the deity of the 
time required. Now the deity is taken out of the shrine 
employing proper rites. After covering the idol with clothes 
the preceptor should take it out. 

There should be musical accompaniments and other items 
on the occasion. The idol is taken around the temple and 
shifted to the map^apa of the temporary shrine. Then it is 
rested in a reposing position,and worshipped. If during the 
same night the preceptor happens to see any inauspicious 
dream expiatory rites are needed. The idol is properly taken 
into the temporary shrine and installed. The preceptor requests 
the god to dwell in this small temple till a new shrine is built. 
The god should excuse the inconvenience if any and live in 
the new temporary shrine for the benefits of the devotees. 

Proper worship should be performed in the temporary 
shrine as usual. The preceptor should observe a religious vow 
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during the entire period of renovation. When the idol itself is 
broken or in need of renovation it should be thrown into the 
depth of waters after removing the divinity from it. A new 
idol may be made into which the divinity is invoked and 
consecrated. Thus both the shrine and the idol sometimes 
require renovation. The new idol should be consecrated 
following rules laid for the regular installation ceremonies. 

( 22 ) 

The offering of oblations 

Now the mode of offering oblations is to be narrated 
properly. Oblations are to be offered on the three junctures 
of the day. Cooked rice should be offered to the god and for 
this the fire itself needs purification. For ordinary offerings as 
in household affairs rice can be cooked in kitchen fire. Cooked 
rice should be kept in a vessel and the vessel is to be placed 
on the ground smeared with cow dung. 

Firstly oblations are to be offered to the deity and 
worshipped properly. Then it is the duty of the preceptor to 
offer them to the numerous deities and gapas enshrined in the 
different parts of the temple. A Brahmin wearing a head gear 
should hold the vessel containing cooked rice and step out of 
the inner circle of the shrine to the outer circles where 
attendant deities are installed. 

At the time of offering the oblation musical instruments, 
conches, drum etc., are to be sounded. Gods, serpents, 
Apsaras, Yak$as, Gandharvas, Kinnaras and others are to be 
invoked. Incenses, flowers, sanctified water, lamps, chowries 
and bells should be carried during the circumambulation to 
offer the oblations. Brahmins should be requested to give 
permission. After obtaining the same the priest begins to 
invoke the numerous deities to bestow auspiciousness and 
prosperity. The gods and 'celestial beings invoked include: 
Vi$pu, Brahma, Rudra, Pracap<ja (the gate keeper), Cap^a 
(the second door keeper), Garutfa (the vehicle of Vi$pu), 
Indra, Agni, Yama, Nifti, Varupa, Vayu, VaiSravapa, T$ana 
(the eight lords of the quarters), Varaha, Narasiihha, Vamana, 
Rama, Srldhara, Hayasya, Vasudeva, Narayapa, Acyuta, 
Aniruddha, K^pa, Kumuda, Kumudak$a, Pup<JarTka, Vamana] 
Sartkukarpa. Sarvanetra, Sumukha, Supratitfhita (the eight 
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deities who preside over the eight flagstaffs within a temple 
campus), the one hundred and eight attendants of Vi$pu, the 
seven worlds like bhuloka, bhuvarloka, etc., the Vedas, the 
Upavedas, the ancilliaries, &3stras, planets like sun etc., 
celestials, vital airs, junctures of the day, sacrifices of all kinds, 
Nagas, Kinnaras, Gapela, Vinayaka, the twelve Adityas, sages 

like Narada, Kapva, etc., the airs like Avaha, Vivaha, Udvaha, 

Suvaha, Parivaha etc., the seven sages (Svetaketu, Vyasa, 
Valmlki, Suyalas, Aurvaleya, Sakti and Paralara). Invoking 
all these celestials oblations are to be offered. 

Now these deities are invoked one by one and they are 
bowed to in obeisance. They are requested to accept the 
offerings. The priest should circumambulate the shrine through 
the inner corridor for three times offering oblations. What is 
left in the vessel after the offerings should be kept apart. The 
deity is to be invoked again. The divinity transferred from the 
main idol to the movable one before the procession is now 
transferred back to the chief idol installed in the temple. This 
process is to be repeated on every occasion when the movable 
one is taken out from the sanctum sanctorum. After the 
functions are over the vessels are washed and kept in the 
temple kitchen. 

( 23 ) 

The universal worship 

Now I shall deal with worship of the entire universe for 
the prosperity of humanity. In this every deity is offered 
worship. Once the deity is installed in a temple and properly 
worshipped it is the duty of the preceptor to worship all the 
divinities for the universal prosperity. 

Vi$pu holding Sahkha, Cakra and Gada should be 
worshipped along with his attendants and his eight powers such 
as Prajfla, Buddhi, Smrti, Kirti, £ruti, Medha, Dhfti and 
K;ama. Then the eight weapons such as &ahkha, Sudarlana, 
Hala, Gada, Musala, Khadga, Dhanu$a and ^triga should be 
worshipped as attending on the god. The eight lofds of the 
quarters viz., Indra, Yama, Varupa, Soma, Agni, Nifti, Vlyu, 
and liana are conceived as surrounding him. Skanda, Rudra, 
Vasava and Alvins surround them. Pitts, Yak$as, Gandharva, 
Rak$asas, Vidyadharas, and Siddhas too attend on the lord at 
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an outer circle or corridor. Nandana and Kumuda watch his 
door steps. Kala£adhipa and Mapdapadhipa and the keeper ofi 
treasury also need worship. The guards who protect various 
places are mentioned as : the hall is protected by Adbhuta, 
Mahanasa (kitchen) by Vfddhikara, cooking place by Unmada, 
feeding place by Tarpapa, flower house by Kundara, drain by 

Vik$ara, plfha by Bala and Atibala. Vika{a and VirDp2k$a 

protect the eastern gate (tower) while the right and left sides 
of the southern door is guarded by Sanatana and Sanaka 
holding gada. Santa and Pramoda holding staff and reins 
protect the western gate while the northern gate is protected 
by Sarvadamana. Gapas like Caraka, Vidara, Patanafo, 
Raksasa, Nandikara, Vibh7$apa, Vi$vaksena, Revanta and 
K$etrapala protect the different regions of the shrine where 
Vi$pu is consecrated. 

In a temple where the god is installed in the poses of 
standing and sitting, the number of attendant deities and gapas, 
are conceived as sixty four in number if they are not 
represented by separate idols. In a shrine where the main god 
is in a reposing position there would be eighty attendant deities 
and in other types they number about a hundred. Sometime 
separate smaller shrines are built within the main temple 
campus and they are called ParivSrSlayas. There are specifica¬ 
tions as to where these gods are to be installed in the different 
places of the main campus which is divided into several 
corridors one after the other beginning from the central 
sanctum. All the attendant deities should be assigned to their 
particular corners or places in the campus. 

Outside the main tower a BalipTfha, an altar of stone for 
offering oblations to attendants should be made. Around the 
sanctum should be built the places to install Garu^a and 
Kala£3dhipa. Inside the main shrine Maptfapadhipa should also 
be accommodated in a small house. The treasury of the temple, 
the dining house, the drains, the well to supply water for the 
use of the temple,etc., are to be located within the main 
campus. The shrines of K$etrap2la and §Sst3 too deserve 
special attention. So also in the shrine for Vi$vaksena. 

By building a proper temple for Vi$pu one gets all desires 
fulfilled. There are other specifications also with regard to the 
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establishment of temples. Gods should not be installed looking 
face to face or on the backside of one god. The minor gods 
should be installed as facing the same direction as the chief 
god. The god in a sitting position should be installed in the 
centre of the village looking east. The deity in the reposing 
position should face the west when installed in the southern 
part of the village.If he is located in the northern part of the 
village he should look towards east. To the southern side of 
the road in front of the temple should be located the tank. A 
village or city should not be constructed as looking towards 
Rudra. 

The selection of the plot for the temple should be 
carefully made in the locations of forests, mountains, holy 
ghats, banks of rivers, and confluence of rivers. The god 
installed in the particular spot of the plot should be worshipped 
by the preceptor. He should not occupy the location assigned 
to Pi£3cas and Asuras and worship only god installed in the 
location for celestials. Brahmasthana also is auspicious for the 
installation of the god and materials for worship should be 
placed there itself. If one follows these rules of worship one 
gets the maximum favourable benefit. The god should be 
bathed in sanctified water and worshipped using specific rites 
and sacrifices. 

( 24 ) 

The renovation of the shrines 

Now I shall succinctly deal with the important aspects of 
renovation of shrines. Ten times care should be taken in the 
renovation than in the case of installation or consecration of 
new shrines. When the idol of Vi$pu is broken, dilapidated or 
vasscillating in its altar the village and the country itself would 
face calamities and destruction. Like the soul leaves the 
dilapidated body and assumes a new one (in death) the god 
also leaves the damaged body in preference for a new idol. 
He leaves the idol like one throws away a garland which is 
faded and dried. Once the idol is fallen to ruins immediate 
action should be taken to renovate it. Otherwise evil spirits 
are likely to occupy it. 

Brahmins of the locality well-versed in Vedas and Tantrik 
rites should assemble and prostrate before the god. They' 
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should make the following announcement. “This Mol of Vispu 
installed for worship by learned men of ancient times now 
appears damaged due to these causes. It is the rule that a 
damaged idol should be renovated. Hence we are going to 
follow the rules of the Agama which prescribe this.” Once the 
Brahmins of the locality give assent to the request efforts 
should be made for renovation. The learned should again 
make it clear that as a flower once used for worship is rejected 
as Nirmalya and not used again for worship, the damaged idol 
also becomes Nirmalya and is unfit for further worship. Hence 
Sastras prescribe that such an idol which is no more worthy 
of use should be rejected as Nirmalya. This fact should be 
made known all over the country to convince the people 
regarding the necessity for renovation. 

Now the god should be transferred from the broken idol 
by the preceptor. The divinity can be transferred to a pot or 
to the body of the preceptor himself. Then a Santihoma should 
be performed in front of the shrine in need of renovation. It 
should be announced that the involvement in the renovation 
is to be shared by all men without distinction of caste and 
creed and the people of the whole country. 

The Yajamana - the one who causes the performance 
should choose the preceptor - the one who is to perform the 
rites and please him with gifts which include gold, land,clothes, 
elephants, ornaments, servants,cot etc. The preceptor should 
decorate the idol along with his disciples. He should put on a 
golden bangle on the hand of the Yajamana. He should also 
please the sculptor who is to make the new idol with similar 
gifts. Bull or elephant should be placed there to give an 
auspicious look. A Yantra - a mechanical gadget should be 
tied to a firm pole (to pull the idol f:om the seat) and numerous 
rites to please Vi$pu should be performed. The chief preceptor 
and his assistants should chant the mantras and try to pull out 
the idol from the hole of the altar with a golden instrument 
having the shape of a plough. In lifting up the idol they should 
make use of the mechanical gadget already installed earlier. 
Vedic hymns and other mantras should be chanted aloud during 
the act and the idol should be brought out to the accompani¬ 
ment of dances and music. It should be covered with fresh 
clothes and taken to the southern part of the campus where a 
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square piece of ground should be got ready sprinkling it with 
fine sand, sesamum and covered with kuSa grass. The idol 
should be put there in a reposing position. It should be washed 
in water and worshipped with flowers and incenses. Then the 
idol should be circumambulated from left to right (which is 
rather unusual). Sesamam and rice grains should be mixed 
together and sprinkled on the idol. Now the idol should be 
covered with clothes and put in a vehicle and it should be 
taken in procession to the banks of a river flowing towards 
the ocean to the accompaniment of umbrellas,flagstaffs, 
chowries and singing of songs. Meditating upon Vi$vaksena, 
the idol should be thrown into the depth of the water. The 
altar and the stone that form the base of the soul may be 
considered as Nirmalya not to be used for religious purposes. 

Then everybody takes the bath in the river and proceeds 
to the temple. Brahmins are fed properly. Cows are made to 
stay in the campus for four consecutive nights and fed properly 
with food and drink. Sacrifices to ward off evils and a rite to 
propitiate the Vastudevata - the overlord of the plot are 
performed. Now the new idol already got prepared and put in 
water for Jaladhivasa may be taken out and purified by rites. 
It should be placed in the Maptfapa by the preceptor in a lying 
position. Several rites are performed touching the face, eyes 
arid nose of the idol. Again using the Hirapya-garbha hymn 
the whole body of the idol is rubbed by the preceptor. 
Puru$asnkta is chanted while taking three circumambulations 
of the shrine. Music and drums should be chanted and played 
on the occasion. 

Now the divinity previously transferred into a pot from 
the old idol should be transferred back to the new idol. All 
the rites are now necessary from installation upto the festival 
culminating in the annual procedure. 

There are regulations as to what kind of damage neces¬ 
sitates the creation of a new idol. If the hand of an idol is 
broken away it needs to be replaced by a new one. Similarly 
if on the loss of limb the idol looks ugly or out of shape then 
also it is to be replaced. On the other hand if one or two parts 
of a hand is broken it need not be replaced by a new one. 
This also applies to the loss of the part of a foot like the loss 
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of a finger. The broken portion in these cases can be covered 
or replaced by golden parts. Parts of a stone idol can be 
repaired by copper or silver parts. This is applicable in the 
case of crown, earlobes, dress etc., of an idol. 

Stone idols which are beyond use should be cast away in 
the depth of a river or lake or in the interior of a forest. 
Wooden ones should be burnt. In the case of metals divinity 
may be taken out and used for other purposes. Earthen idols 
should be thrown in water. Sometimes even in broken idols 
of temples divinity is felt. In such cases also a fresh golden 
idol should be made and installed. When doubt arises in such 
matters Brahmins well-versed in the lore should assemble 
before the god and fast themselves and pray to the god to 
reveal his wish through dreams. As seen or known through the 
dream one should build round, rectangular, or square temples 
of various dimensions. In order to ward off evils Brahmins 
should pronounce Mantras relating to Visou till divinity is 
reestablished in the locality. Different gods, Kinnaras, 
Vidyadharas, lords of quarters, attendant deities etc., may be 
invoked and pleased by offering them oblations for the 
well-beings of the locality. 

( 25 ) 

The rules for expiations 

Now, I shall briefly deal with the rites of expiation when 
events like portents or unusual phenomenon boding calamity 
occur. Such incidents can be celestial, ethereal or natural. The 
sanctum sanctorum and its contents are considered as the body 
of Vi$iju and as such needs protection from calamities. When 
a portent occurs worship should not be carried out and 
idols,altar and shrines should not be touched. Gods become 
angry if they are touched before expiatory rites are carried 
out. An idol of Vi$qu gets polluted by a portent like the 
Vaitana fire and becomes unfit for Brahmins to worship. If 
too much time lapses before the rites of expiation divinity will 
be lost from the idol. 

The portents which require expiations are: fall of the 
idol,shaking, perspiration, oozing of water like tears, breaking 
of altar, breaking of temple parts, fall of arches and doors, 
damages through termites and worms, pollution by the touch 
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of dog, entrance of irreligious people, worship by people 
ignorant of mantras, worship by heretics, application of 
mantras relating to a different god,touch of unworthy people, 
pollution by the fall of phlegm, saliva etc., pollution by birth 
and death and so on. All such items require expiatory rites. 

According to the seriousness of the portents expiations 
are required. Digging, pleasing Brahmins with food, use of the 
items procured from cows like milk etc., are considered 
suitable on certain occasions. Faulty objects should be removed 
from the premises; Urine of cows as well as cowdung may be 
used to sprinkle the ground. KuSa grass may be used to remove 
many pollutions. 

Pouring of water incessantly after sanctifying it by 
Mantras is an important item of expiation. For this water etc., 
should be kept in pots, covered by fresh clothes and threads. 
Brahmins should be made to recite Puijyahas. Mantras of 
&3ntika and Pau$fika may be employed in these rites. Sacrifices 
and oblations too are required in most cases. At the end the 
lord should bestow gifts of various kinds to Brahmins number¬ 
ing one hundred and eight. They should also be properly fed. 

After expiatory rites the celebration of festivals also is 
considered as auspicious. An idol broken in a calamity should 
be replaced by a new one following the prescribed rites. An 
idol stolen by the thieves and later retrieved should be purified 
before it is consecrated again. If an idol in which the power 
is transferred from the original is lost or broken, it may be 
considered as the loss of the original itself. All these are 
applicable also in the case of the loss or damage of minor 
deities enshrined in a temple. Divinity is always bestowed by 
mantras and hence a damaged idol is to be renovated and 
divinity is to be infused again with proper rites. Year long 
rites may become necessary in certain cases of purification. 

( 26 ) 

The ritual of holy bath 

Now I shall briefly deal with the holy bath of the god 
and the rites relating to it. Sacred bath is necessary at the end 
of a religious vow. When the deity is worshipped using the 
mantras applicable to a different god, when the worship is 
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discontinued for long, and for the prosperity of the king. 
Annual bathing of the god also is useful to remove blemishes 
which are unseen and unnoticed. 

There are auspicious days for this pouring of sacred water 
on the idol. A mapijapa is decorated and arranged with proper 
things for the ceremony. For this water may be brought from 
rivers, lakes, holy ghats etc., and 108 Brahmins are invited. 
The water is purified by the chanting several mantras. 

The altar to place the potful of water may be drawn with 
diagrams of five colours. The diagram should have the pictures 
of the leaves of lotus. Grains and rice are to be sprinkled or 
kept in the diagram. All the pots should be connected with 
threads and covered with fresh clothes. These are to be placed 
on KuSa grass spread there. The pots are to be arranged in 
different parts of the ground divided into places assigned for 
Brahma, Manusa and Daiva. 

Filling up of the numerous small pots is also an elaborate 
process. The pots placed in various parts of the diagram should 
be filled with materials like Pancagavya, ghee, milk, honey\ 
hot water decoctions, juice of fruit, essence from flowers, 
coconut water, juice of sugarcane, etc. The deities occupying 
the region where these pots are located are also mentioned as 
Indra, Varuna, Agni, Nifti, Vsyu, liana, Bhfrtgaraja, 
Pu§padanta, Se$a, AditT, Parjanya, Vivasvan, Mitra, Savitf, 
RudradSsa etc. 

Once the pots are filled up various rites are performed 
for their sanctification. Sacrificial rites are also performed in 
this connection. The preceptor should sprinkle holy water on 
all the small pots filled with various juice. He does this with 
the prayer that may god become pleased by the bath using 
these sanctified waters. The priest should wear a head gear 
and sacred thread formed by fresh clothes. He should enter 
the sanctum sanctorum to perform worship using lamps. After 
chanting several mantras and performing a senes of rites he 
is to pour the water from these pots on the god. Before pouring 
the waters they are mixed together in a vessel. 

The attendant deities also should be bathed in a similar 
fashion using a portion of the sanctified water. After the sacred 
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bath the usual rites like worship with flowers. Offering of 
oblations, pleasing of the priests with gifts, feeding of Brahmin, 
chanting of Pupyahamantras etc., should be carried out. This 
will ensure eternal prosperity to the Yajamana - the one who 
institutes the function. 

( 27 ) 

The modes of sprinkling 

Now I shall briefly deal with this holy sprinkling of water 
etc., for purifying the objects. For the rites of renovation this 
is necessary. After cleaning the house with a broom it should 
be plastered with cowdung of a red coloured cow. Its urine 
should be sprinkled over it. This should be done on all the 
four directions. 

After cleaning the mapcjapa decorated with flags, festoons 
and garlands of flowers, a cot should be provided there with 
-flowers. There the movable idol of the god is to be placed and 
bathed. Fresh white clothes should be put on the idol as also 
a sacred thread and crown. Various mantras are used to 
worship the god. 

Once again the idol is to be bathed and decorated with 
dress etc. Gifts of cow are offered to Brahmin. Scholars 
well-versed in all the four Vedas, experts in phonetics, 
etymology, astrology, prosody, grammar, Itih5sa, Purapas, 
MTmSmsa, Nyaya, Sartkhya, Vedanta etc., are invited to be 
present on the occasion. They are asked to propitiate the god 
and to please him. 

Oblation and food items are offered to the gods of all 
regions. Pots are filled with holy waters from wells and holy 
ghats. They are covered with fresh clothes of silk. After the 
sprinkling, gifts may be presented to Brahmins. At the end of 
these rites, festivals should be celebrated with the usual pomp 
and splendour. This could be of a small duration of one to 
three days. 

In expiatory rites also the sacred sprinkling is a must. 
For this no particular date is to be selected. Expiation should 
be done at the earliest opportunity. 
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Jalasamprok§ai?a - sprinkling with purified water, may be 
resorted to by those who could not afford to procure costly 
items like gold and jewels. Water collected in a pot should be 
sanctified by chanting the Puru$asQkta. The god is conceived 
as present there in his three aspects viz., Vi$pu, Mah5-Vi$pu 
and Sada-Vi$pu. The ceremony of the holy sprinkling may be 
performed in the morning. God with his weapons may be 
invoked for this. 

The altar, the sanctum, the corridor, the door, the walls, 
the halls, the quadrangles and other parts of the temple campus 
should be sprinkled with the sanctified water. The priest should 
chant mantras during this act of sprinkling. He should also 
propitiate the attendant deities enshrined in the different 
locations of the campus. Oblations should be offered to them. 
Brahmins are to be fed and presented with suitable gifts like 
red cow. This is to ensure prosperity for all. At the end of 
t)\e rites the preceptor should be pleased with gifts of various 
kind. 

( 28 ) 

Miscellaneous rites 

Now I shall deal with the miscellaneous items regarding 
the worship. An idol polluted by the touch of sticky objects 
other purifications even before washing it is necessitated. 
Sometimes ashes prepared from a particular wood mixed with 
the juice of certain leaves have to be smeared on the idol to 
remove the dirt. Juice of certain roots and leaves are useful 
in some purificatory rites. Application of fumes produced from 
fire kindled with certain wood is also resorted to. 

Offering of food of various types is auspicious. Sweet 
food should be provided on special occasions like festivals. 
This will ensure prosperity for the owner. 

The sprinkling of water for purification depends upon the 
gravity of impurity. The touch of the idol by a Brahmin of 
lower caste or mixed caste requires 800 sprinklings and the 
touch a person who murdered a Brahmin necessitates 8000 
sprinklings in addition to pleasing many Brahmins with food. 
The touch of an intoxicated drunkard can be expiated with 
sprinkling of holy water. The touch of the idol by Madras, 
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thieves, sculptors of seven classes, outcastes, kings, VaiSyas, 
ladies etc., need expiations and potfuls of sanctified water are 
required. If the same people touches the idol with devotion 
and without devotion; deliberately or accidentally, the rites of 
expiation and their gravity differ. 

Pollutions of different types can also be expiated by 
sprinkling of water. If a dog or an women of the working class 
delivers within the temple campus expiations lasting for twelve 
days are necessary. Even people of high caste attract similar 
rites. This is applicable to K$atriyas and VaiSyas. 

For lapses occurring in the course of the offering of 
oblations expiatory rites are needed. Vi§pOstlkta is to be 
chanted on many occasions. When the offerings are touched 
by dogs inside the temple purificatory ceremonies are needed. 

Pavitrarohapa of the god is a special rite that attracts the 
attention of Tantrik writers. This is to be made by holy threads 
of various textures and it is to be placed ceremonially on the 
head of the idol. The thread should be anointed with unguents 
of camphor, Kankuma, Sandal, etc., and sanctified placing 
before the idol of the god for a night. This is considered as 
an annual ritual and it is intended as an expiation for the 
lapses in chanting mantras, omissions of rites and lack of 
devotion. The god is to wear this as he wears Kaustubha jewel 
and Vanamala the garland of wild flowers on his chest. 

As usual at the end of the rituals Brahmins should be fed 
and presented with gifts. Each of the thread in this Pavitra is 
supposed to represent the principles of Tantra. 

(29) 

The conventional Practices of the school 

Now I shall briefly discuss the nature of Samayacara • 
the convention of the system. Out of the four castes - the first 
three who follow principles and observes vows with devotion 
and piety are called Samayins. People are of seven kinds called 
SamayT, D!k$ita, CakravartT, Abhi$ekav3n, Guru, Acarya and 
Bhagavan. Yagas (sacrifices) are also enumerated as seven, 
viz. Yaga, Stoma, Mahayaga, Adhvara, Savab, Kratuh and 
Haristoma. 
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People belonging to the four castes should perform vows 
once or twice a year on even every month according to their 
convenience. They should respectively add the surnames 
Sarma, Varma, Gupta and DSsa to their names. Ladies should 
add ”devf” to their names. All people should obey their 
preceptors in religious and social matters. For prosperity one 
should perform vow and religious rites and serve on god, 
Brahmins and sacrificial fire. 

One should not eat without offering oblations to god and 
should not partake food from the house of a heretic. Nirmalya 
should not be touched, given, or eaten or offered to god. But 
some take that things offered to God Vi$uu are holy. One 
should not eat in a vessel made of bell metal and worship a 
deity of a different sect. One should not reveal one's tenet to 
others. One should not speak to a lady when she is in her 
periods as also to Cabalas and low people. One should not 
live in a bad locality or with the heretics. One should not put 
on a religious mark on one’s forehead in a horizontal way. 
Certain items like Lasuna (garlic), Sigru, PinyUka etc., should 
not be eaten. One should not tresspass a seat, cot or vehicle 
which is circular in shape. In front of a particular idol one 
should not speak of another idol. One should not listen to 
scandals or spend time without any purpose. In sleeping one 
should put one’s head towards the direction to which the sun 
has moved. One should not extend the legs towards one s 
teacher, fire, cow. Brahmin, idols, grains etc. One should not 
eat the flesh of fish, turtle and hog. One should circumambu¬ 
late the Brahmins, sacred fire, fig tree and cows. On seeing 
the temples of Vi$nu one should always bow towards it and 
offer obeisance. One should not swim in a river using the 
hands or cross it using a cow or wearing the garments of others. 
One should not enter in nude and run about in rains. One 
should bow to others wearing perpendicular marks on their 
forehead. One should offer alms to those who approach and 
give a mouthful of grass to the cow. One should not eat the 
leftovers of the previous day and that which is brought from 
the house of others. One should smear the oil on one’s body 
after using it on one’s head at first. One should not worship 
the devotee of another god. One should not eat salt directly 
and should not enter into altercations with Brahmins of 
Vaisnava sect. One should not deride or ignore a low caste or 
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Can^Sla if he is a devotee of Vi§nu. Every act should be 
performed keeping one’s mind on Vi$pu. One should even 
throw away one’s life for the cause of Vi$nu. One’s action 
should please the god. When one’s mind is fixed on the 
righteous way the words also remain truthful. The sense organs 
too become under one’s control. Saving others is the ultimate 
duty for all and hence one should be helpful to others. 

One should bestow gifts on the worthy receipients and 
do it in privacy. A devotee should worship the god with his 
mind and a worker should propitiate him with his actions. 
Knowledge is essential for attaining liberation even though 
action is also necessary to some extent. Only a devotee of 
Vispu could hope for the liberation. The god installed in a 
temple should not be exposed always except on occasions of 
worship. One should not cause pollution to the temple with 
the touch of impure objects and crowds of people. House-hold 
articles should not be used in temples. Various mantras both 
Vedic and non-Vedic should be employed for various rites of 
worship and sacrifices. Mantras could be adapted for worship 
from all the four Vedas. It is the duty of the preceptor to 
select and adopt them for various purposes. Such a worship 
employing these Mantras is sure to please God Vispu. 

Since god cannot be worshipped without any definite form 
idols are made with form. By nature the human sense organs 
could not comprehend what is subtle. Hence only gross.objects 
could be easily cognised. So deities are conceived as idols. 
Gods are often conceived as Mantramaya (of the nature of 
mantra) and hence Mantras are necessary for their worship. 
Mantras are necessary to generate devotion in the mind of the 
devotees. 

One should follow the rules prescribed in the Dhar- 
masastra applicable to one’s sect. Women and Sodras do not 
deserve to be given the sacred thread and the ceremony of 
investiture. There are four Asramas as Brahmacarins, Gfhas- 
thas, Vanaprasthas and Yatins. Brahmacari is the one who eats 
very little, does not use salty food or salt, procures food by 
the alms, lies down on ground spreading the skin of an 
antelope. When he is interested in the worship of Vi$pu and 
exhibits the signs of a Vai$ijava he is called liiigl. He who lives 



- 83 - 


by alms and leams is called Arcaka - the priest. The disciple 
is one who always follows the teacher three times a day is 
called Upasaka. A gfhastha is one who follows a strict life and 
worships the god properly. He eats at night, observes vows, 
eats only very little, strict in his sensual life etc. The Atfhya 
- the lord among the gfhasthas is interested in receiving all 
guests, given to a luxurious life, interested in the festivals of 
temples, and one who performs sacrifices once in a while. The 
Acarya is the one who is well-versed in Veda and Tantra. He 
performs sacrifices for others and teaches them in the lore-be- 
sides doing daily worship. He is a Vaikhanasa - a Tantri and 
Guru. The Vaikhanasa should not eat food with salt, should 
explain £astraic texts. He can have wife and children, though 
he must lead a very pious life lying in plain ground or on a 
spread of an antelope. He should worship three times a day 
and take bath thrice. He should always chant mantras and eat 
only roots and fruits. He should eat quietly and lead a life of 
piety. He could collect alms for livelihood with the permission 
of his preceptor.His food habits, family life and religious life 
should be exemplary in general. 

(30) 

The meditation on the god. 

Now I shall briefly narrate the Yoga called Bhagavata. 
It should be practised by the devotee who leads a pious life. 
He should control his sense organs. He should follow the tenets 
of the sect to which he belongs and always be engaged in the 
chanting of mantras. 

For attaining yogic trance one should go to a secluded 
place where absolute silence is felt. The man who desires yogic 
life should perform the worship of Hari and then assume the 
particular Yogic pose for meditation. He should not seek result 
but wait for the favourable result which would accrue naturally. 

The enemies of such a person are destroyed and his 
prosperity increases naturally. His life is prolonged and he 
does not feel troubles of any kind. People praise such a man 
and thieves do not even approach him. Devotion to Vi$iju will 
naturally come to his mind and he will reap this benefit in 
every birth. Hence people should try to increase their devotion 
every day. Devotion leads him to a virtuous path. His mind 
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naturally becomes pure. Once the mind is free attachments of 
various kinds disappear. Knowledge is illumined. 

The intelligent one should not feel proud. He should not 
hope to gain fame in worshipping the god. One should go to 
a temple and holy ghats with a feeling of god and should 
proceed alone. 

The final goal is of course, liberation. Other states are 
not permanent. There can be impediments to meditation and 
on such occasions one should hold a philosophical outlook and 
be patient. 

The vital airs which are five should be thought of as 
possessing various colours. PrSija is of the colour of K5$a 
flower which is white. Ap5na is red and Vyana is like lightning. 
Udana is like the jasmine flowers. Samana is crystal clear. 
These five vital airs are to be controlled properly. 

There are six ancilliaries for meditation like PrapaySma, 
Pratyahara, Dharapa, Tarka, Samadhi, and Dhyana. These 
should be practised carefully. Each of these consists of details. 
Knowledge is most important and one should practise Yoga 
by all means to attain the final goal. 

Conclusion 

Thus I have narrated the Visnusamhita which I heard 
from the mouth of Visiju long before. This is the ultimate 
knowledge, and most favourable to humanity. This I have 
imparted to you. You should not reveal it to anyone who is 
not interested in it or one who has a haughty disposition. It 
is to be imparted to a Brahmacarin, who is eager to learn it. 

It should not be given to one who does not perform vows or 
without devotion to god. What is well protected is favourable 
and what is revealed without purpose is lost. He who learns 
it is absolved of his sins. Hence devotees should learn it and 
hear it. Copied in book it should be worshipped in a holy 
place within the house and even thieves do not dare to enter 
houses. Hence for the prosperity of the house keeping of this 
book is essential. 



SECTION III 

Some Salient Features 


The Vi§nusamhita as available at present is purported to 
be an epitome of an original treatise of the same name which 
consisted of 108 chapters. It is held that god Vi$iju himself 
has narrated this large version to a devotee called Sumati who 
in turn decided to epitomise it and hand it over to the present 
generation of Vai$nava devotees. Usually treatises on Tantras 
are i divided into four sections as JnSnapada, CarySpada, 
Kriyapada and Yogapada. But when an epitome is prepared 
this fourfold division is dispensed with and the whole matter 
is presented in a different way. As for illustration we may take 
I&Snasivagurudeva Paddhati of TSSnaSivagurudeva which ex¬ 
tends to 119 Patalas treats of numerous subjects and is of the 
nature of an encyclopaedia. Its contents include topics not 
directly connected with Tantras and temple rituals. But works 
like the Prayogamanjari 1 of Ravi NampUtiri in 30 Patalas and 
Tantrasamuccaya of Cennas NarSyapan NampOtiri in 12 Patalas 
deal exclusively with the ritualistic aspects and other connected 
accounts of the temples of Kerala. 

Visnusamhita and Kerala temples 

It is evident that the Vi$qusamhita was composed as a 
compendium with special relation to the temples of Kerala. 
Hence the author has dispensed with the fourfold arrangement 
of a treatise into the four Padas which characterised the 
original. 2 But the author has intended the work to be a treatise 
on Tantra and he has defined what is Tantra in a very 
appropriate manner as follows: 


1 Not printed; manuscripts available in the Kerala University 
Collections. See Transcript No.20 for details. 

2 See the statement: 
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In a practical manual the topics are arranged in a 
particular manner. This is to enable the practising priest to 
understand and translate into action the various aspects of 
temple rituals. Here only the most essential aspects are dealt 
with, and that too in a very succinct manner. This can be best 
illustrated with the contents of Tantrasamuccaya which is even 
now held as a practical manual. The work deals with the 
following topics in its 12 Pafalas. (1) K$etrabhBlak$apa, (2) 
Pr3s3dalak$aija, (3) Bimbalak$apa, (4) MapdapasamskSra (5) 
BimbaSuddhi, (6) Prati${h3, (7) Nityap0j3 (8) KaiaSasnSna (9) 
Utsavavidhi, (10) PrSyalcitta, (11) JTrpoddhSra, and (12) 
MantroddhSra. 

i 

Since the author of Tantrasamuccaya has borrowed 
heavily from the Vispusamhita in dealing with the above topics, 
it will be of great interest to probe the contents in brief dealt 
with under the above-mentioned headings. 3 A general sketch 
of the topics in the twelve sections may be given as follows: 
(i) Details regarding the selection of a Guru, the selection of 
the site for the construction of the temple, the ceremony called 
V3stubali, to purify the site, the depositing ceremony of the 
Nidhikalala - a potful of riches, laying of the bricks, the placing 
of the foundation stone and the selection of suitable granite 
for the construction, (ii) Characteristics of the temple proper 
called Pr3s3da, its measurements, the details of the construc¬ 
tion, the characteristics of the idol and its seat,types of idols 
and their measurements, BalipT{has - the oblation stones and 
the measurements of the five-fold fortifications, (iii) Purifica¬ 
tion of the site, sowing of the seeds in the site to test its 
fertility, preparation of the idol, ceremonies connected with 
the cleaning of the temple, placing of the idol in water and 
its further purification and related rituals, (iv) The purification 
of the Mapdapas ■ the temple halls, offering of oblations to 
minor deities that guard the inner part of the shrine, the deities 
that guard the gate-ways, purification of the spot where the 


3 See N.P.Unni, Tantrasamuccaya - (Introduction) Nag 
Publishers, Delhi, 1990, pp.43-45 
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ceremonies with the KalaSas or pots filled with sanctified water 
are placed, kindling of the sacred fire, worship of the bed to 
place the idol horizontally before installing it, and bathing of 
the idol with potfuls of sanctified water, (v) The purification 
of the preceptor, conception of the conversion of the physical 
body of the priest into a body of fire, depositing of aksaras 
or letters of the alphabet in the various parts of the body, 
offering of oblations in the sacrificial fire in connection with 
the ceremony of installation, (vi) Consecration of the idol, the 
ceremony of depositing jewels in the hole in the seat in which 
the idol is to be fixed, the application of A§{abandha - a 
particular paste which keeps the idol fixed, the installation of 
the seven mothers, conception of a servant to the deity to 
remove the left-overs of the offering, installation of the 
MahabalipTtha and of the flagstaff, and the purification of the 
deity, (vii) The details of the daily services, the purifications 
of the soul by the priest, meditation of various kinds, worship 
of the deity offering sixteen articles, incenses, flowers, food 
and principal offering of meals etc. (viii) Filling of pots with 
twenty-five articles and water, their purifications, modes of 
KalaSa in respect of different deities like Siva, Durga, 
Subrahmapya, Gapapati, §asta and Sahkaranarayaiia. (ix) 
Conduct of the festival, erection of the flagstaff, oblations to 
Bhutas, special oblation to the deity, propitiation of the seven 
mothers, ceremonial sleep of the deity, preparation for the 
sacred bath, procession and ceremonial bath marking the end 
of the festival, (x) Expiations of various kinds to remove bad 
effects due to the failure of performing proper daily rituals 
etc., and purification rite called CatuljSuddhi with rites, viz., 
washing, flooding, bathing and sprinkling of the idol. Another 
purification, in which sanctified water from four pots is poured 
on the idol thrice, (xi) Rituals connected with the renovation 
and reconstruction of the temple mansions, the idol, its seats 
etc. Refixation of idol is done with A$fabandha - a kind of 
specially prepared wax. (xii) Miscellaneous topics, additional 
rituals, hand poses for rites, specification for making sacrificial 
utensils and diagrams for worship. 

The Vi$uusamhita has dealt with these topics in a different 
way and in a different arrangement. In addition it has dealt 
with some general matters in the first three Pafalas (viz., 
TantroddeSa, Tantravyakhya and Vi$ijuvaibhava). The last two 
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chapters (viz., Samay3caralak§apa and Bhagavato yogafo) have 
no direct bearing on temple rituals. But in common with works 
like IsSnaSivagurudeva Paddhati, the author has included it in 
the scope of his work. With exception to these major changes, 
all the topics found in Tantrasamuccaya are included in 
Vispusamhita in a more detailed manner. 

The Visnusamhita has included all the salient features of 
the Kerala temples when it prescribes the mode of their 
construction. It will be of interest to note the main features 
of a typical Kerala shrine in the following words. 4 “The typical 
indigenous temple of Kerala can be clearly identified by its 
characteristic structure which distinguishes it from the temples 
in other parts of India. The gigantic construction and imposing 
gopuras which mark the temples in the other parts of South 
India are conspicuous by their absence in Kerala. The 
characteristic Kerala temple consists of the sanctum sanctorum 
(garbhagfha) which is usually circular (vftta) in shape but 
sometimes square (caturaSra) or rectangular (caturasradlrgha) 
with a conical or pyramidal roof (Sikhara) crowned by a crest 
(stQpika). Within this grabhagfha is the idol on a pedestal 
(pTtha). Round the garbhagfha is the first Prakara called 
Antarmap^ala. Small BalipTthas representing the eight 
Dikpalas, the seven matfs etc., are placed here. A flight of 
steps called Sopana connects this Prakara with the door of the 
garbhagrha. In front of the Sopana is the main mapd a P a * 
Round this mapcjapa and Antarmap^ala is the second Prakara 
called Antahara, forming a broad verandah with doorways on 
all the four sides. The Antahara leads out into an enclosure 
containing the main BalipT{ha. After the Antahara we get the 
fourth Prakara called Madhyahara which is essentially a 
continuous structure having an array of lamps all round from 
top to bottom. Beyond this and just outside the main BalipTtha 
is the flagstaff (dhvajastambha). The fourth Prakara called 
Bahyahara is beyond this. It forms the pathway for the 
processions within the temple. The fifth and last Prakara is 
the outermost wall of the temple. This is called Maryada. The 
main entrance is through a simple Gopura which may be an 
ordinary doorway with a small roofing or one with a super- 


4 S.Venkitasubramania Iyer, ‘Tantra in Kerala’, included in 
Religion, Art and Culture, Trivandrum, 1977, pp.17-18 
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structure comprising rooms and verandah. The space betweeen 
the garbhagfha and Antahara is roofless; so also is most of 
the space betweeen the Madhyahara and Maryada. This results 
in every part of the temple being airy and well ventilated, a 
distinctive feature of the Kerala temple.” 

The following details too have to be kept in mind for a 
proper understanding of Visijusamhita. The treatise has dealt 
with in details the oblations to be offered to the god on 
numerous occasions. Hence it will be of interest as to the 
nature of worship usually performed, in the temples of Kerala. 5 
The chief priest alone is entitled to perform pQja to the idol 
installed in the temple. This is in contrast with Tamilnadu 
where one or more among a set of eligible persons can do the 
pDja and with north India where, in most temples, the devotee 
also can himself perform the puja. While performing the pOja 
the priest mutters the mantras inaudibly but shows the gestures 
and connected actions with meticulous care in strict accordance 
with the rules and practices. This again, is in contrast with the 
• practice in other places where the mantras are uttered loud 
and the accompanying Tantra is done, if at all, with less care. 

The number of pQjas per day as well as the time of their 
performance are also bound by rules. Generally there will be 
three pojas. Everyday the abhiseka (ceremonial bath) is 
performed to the idol very early in the morning. Followed by 
alarikara (decoration), the first pQjS called U$alipDja is then 
conducted. At about noon, we get the second puja called 
MadhyahnapUja or Uccha puja. The temple is closed after this. 
It is reopened in the evening and the thrid pOja is done in the 
early part of the night. This is called ArdhayamapQja after 
which the temple remains closed till the next morning. All 
these pujas have certain peculiarities in detail, but the one 
that is most noteworthy is the offering of Bali to the Dikpalas 
and other connected devatas after the naivedyas to the 
principal deity .followed by a procession of the UtsavamOrti 
(portable idol of the principal deity) along the Bahyahara to 
the accompaniment of drums and other musical instruments. 
In some temples we get an additional puja called PantTrati 
between the UsaljpUja and UcchapOja and in certain temples 


5 ‘Tantra in Kerela’ .p.20 
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yet another poja called EtirttapUja between the UsahpQja and 
PantTrati. 

The rituals during the Utsavas are very elaborate and 
have their own special features. But the item called 
Sribhntabali deserves special mention. This takes quite a long 
time and has to be done with special care and in strict 
adherence to the rules laid down for each devata connected 
with it. Even the Timila, which is, by the bye, a long drum 
indigenous to Kerala to be played with the hand, has to be 
beaten for each devata in a different manner and for a different 
duration. 

If one is to examine the contents of the Vi$ijusaitihita 
against the practices and procedures adopted in the Kerala 
temples everything will become clear and comprehensible. 
Some of the features of Kerala temples mentioned in the 
treatise may be examined here. 

(1) Types of temple 

The work does not deal in detail with the varieties of 
temples like Dravi^a, Nagara and Vesara as in the case of 
treatises like Tantrasamuccaya. But it mentions square and 
rectangular types as follows (XV.23). 

^ ^ti 

Idols are installed as standing, sitting, reposing, riding a 
vehicle and moving as maintained in a stanza (XV.3) 

■*TT f^TT ytrHT TIT VfcT^fcT ^flfcfcTTI I 

The author prescribes as to which type of idols should be 
installed in the various shrines. A single storeyed temple is 
considered as ideal in Kerala. 


(2) Idols 

The author mentions seven types of idols as made of 
jewels, metals, stones, minerals, clay, wood and the one drawn 
or painted in surfaces like a wall or a cloth. (XIV.2) 
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yfd^l TTTmT ?RT fH<Tm Tacft^TTI I 

Of these except those using jewels and metals are likely 
to have defects. Hence proper care should be taken in their 
use. After classifying the stones as belonging to three genders 
like masculine, feminine and neuter, the author proceeds to 
explain that for the idols one should make of masculine stones 
and for altar (pTtha) the type called feminine should be 
selected. The neuter variety of stone should be used for the 
base of the altar. The author states: (XIII.79). 

vTciqi ftw ^crn 

Their qualities are also mentioned in detail. The idea is 
given in a succinct manner by the author of Tantrasamuccaya 
as follows (1.113). 

y<pq( fq^llCiatg.CII XTTW tVldl hW'DI 

T RTfrRWT fH^WT ^frdcTT 
fS^T^Tf^T fNft WSSTPfotl I 

(3) Sanctum sanctorum 

The most important part of the shrine is the central part 
called Garbhagfha or sanctum sanctorum which is circular or 
square in shape. In front of this there will be a Mapijapa and 
around this is the place or corridor called AntahSra where 
other deities are also consecrated. The author has only briefly 
dealt with the construction of the sanctum. 

After extolling the virtue of building temples, the author 
proceeds to narrate the preliminary rites like the preparation 
of the ground and the rites to sanctify the plot. GarbhadhSna 
is the laying of the central stone. A pot is sanctified and various 
things are put in it and it is conceived as the womb for the 
divine pregnancy. Now pillars are erected one after another; 
doors are provided in different directions, altars are fixed; 
drains are made, walls are built and plastered, pinnacle is 
provided, ventilations are made, dovecots are built, corridors 
are arranged, and towers are constructed. The root is covered 
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by copper sheets or tiles. Separate shrines or places are 
consecrated for lords of the quarters and Vi§vaksena,divine 
mothers and other deities. Temple kitchen and Map^apa are 
also built. Stones, bricks, wood and clay are made use of in 
the construction. Flagstaff also is provided. Thus the various 
items of the shrines are described briefly without going into 
their detailed measurements. 

(4) Karmarca - the movable idol 

In the temple the idol is fixed in the sanctum sanctorum. 
It will be made of stones as a general rule and it is fixed well 
so that there could noc be any vascillation or shake. For the 
purpose of procession, offering oblations to the attendant 
deities etc., the presence of divinity is necessary. Hence 
another idol called Karmarca - the idol used in rites is made 
use of. This temporary idol mostly made of metals is kept 
within the sanctum sanctorum. At the time of giving oblations 
to attendants the priest transfers divinity by the process called 
Avahana from the fixed idol to this Karmarca and takes it 
out. After the function is over the divinity is transferred back 
to the fixed idol. This procedure is followed on festival 
occasions when the god goes out of the temple campus for 
procession and religious bath. This use of Karmarca is a daily 
necessity since the god circumambulates the shrine through the 
corridors to witness the offer of oblation to minor deities and 
attendants consecrated within the temple campus. There are 
several references to this Karmarca in the text. For eg. 

Tjffcr i 

(XVIII.47) 

(XVIII.68) 

HHI<0fH 3 W-cl N f I 

(XVIII.69) 

(XX.54) 

Tffc fa-MW wrd I 

(XXI .10) 

After the ritualistic purposes are over it is taken back 
into the Garbhagfha to transfer the divinity to mQlabimba - 
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the fixed, original idol. Transference of divinity by invocation 
(Avshana) is to be carried out at the beginning and end of 
every outing of the god. (XXI-31-32) 

J 'cq| I 

I <41 11 

■qcip^Fr «cf u i Ula-TlH^q^ I 

The Malabimba is also called Molarca as against 
Karmarca. 

rr^TTTTTl? TTcf rj ^qdl -^1 T -41 P-l fd fwfrT: I 

(XVIII.70) 

(5) Antahara and Madhyahara 

There are various sections or corridors surrounding the 
sanctum. These are referred to by terms like Antahara, 
Madhyahara and Maryadabhittika. Garbhagfha is the main 
shrine where the chief deity is properly consecrated. This will 
have only one door usually though there is a conception for a 
second door to the right. In front of the door there will be a 
flight of steps called Sopana. After the steps a Maptfapa is 
located in front of the god. Surrounding the god and the 
Maijdapa there is a corridor which is square in shape since 
walls are built on all the four sides with doors on each side. 
This is often called Nalambalam or Cuttampalam. (a guadran- 
gular fortification around the shrine) The first Prakara around 
the Garbhagfha is called Antarmaijtfala. The space between 
the shrine and the walls which is rectangular in shape houses 
many deities; attendants and lords of quarters. 

Madhyahara is the place outside this first fortification. It 
is in this first Prakara that lamp stands are fixed. The outer 
space also houses various attendants who deserve daily obla¬ 
tions and the god visits them to offer the same and for this 
KarmSraca is used. This second corridor is again limited by 
what is called the path for circumambulation or 
Pradaksiqamarga. So Madhyahara is that place in between the 
first Prakara and Pradaksipamarga. 
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The wall that forms the compound wall is called 
MarySdabhittika. All these three names are referred to in 
Vi$tiusamhita as follows (XIX.24). 

3^difoScl^u4|it[<u^ ^K-dSRcMi 
*TCqt?Kr xT I 

(6) Divinities in the Antaharaka 

Various divinities are located within the Antaharaka with 
representation of stones. To the right of the god (looking east) 
on the side of the garbhagfha (to the south of the sanctum) 
can be noticed seven small BalipTthas - a granite resembling 
a cap in a row with two more pTthas by the side of the first 
and last (seventh) making a total of nine. The seven stone 
caps in a row represent the seven divine mothers called 
BrShmT, MaheSvan, Kaumari, Vai§pav7, VarahT, AindrT, and 
Camuptfi. The two who respectively guard the first and seventh 
are Virabhadra and GajieSa. Vi$ijusamhita notices this general 
feature seen in the major temples of Kerala, as follows 
(XIX-10-11). 

^ cT«TT I 

cm i | l >sO ^ ■=llti u '^ ^TT^r o[ TTH 'BTcR- 11 
TT? yi'<=PKMT^T: 11 


On the opposite direction, on the northern side of the 
sanctum too there are seven more divine mothers who are 
often not represented by stones in temples. They too are 
guarded by two deities. Even though they are not represented 
with any tangible form they too are offered daily worship and 
oblations when the god moves out of the sanctum (in the form 
of KarmSrca) to feed his attendants. These seven mothers and 
their guards are named as VagTSvarT, Kriya, KTrti Lak$mT, §rs{i, 
Vidya, and Kaiiti. They are protected by SrTdhara and Hayasya 
(also called ASvamukha). (XIX-15-16). 


fsFTT I 


RrUT ^ T PrlRR t Tr<<L<=M*11 


The divine mothers and their guards consecrated on either 
side of the sanctum is offered oblations every day. For this 
they are invoked by name. (XXII - 59-60) 
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TTVl‘ t 4) Mr^ , «il ^ tb! hh: i i 
sfrERFT ^FT^TS*<J ^T^T5^3FT ^ I 
cii'IU^RtHI^: '?Tcrf ,n Tt ■% TRt 11 

Another important deity located within the Antahara, 
often in a separate, smaller shrine is Vi$vaksena. This god 
wields &ankha, Cakra and Gada and always places his left 
index finger on the tip of his nose. (XIX.18). 

T«TM: I 

3iHd4-m ^raniHr^rai n 


In every Vi§iju temple the idol of Vi$vaksena can be seen 
installed in the northern direction within the first corridor 
surrounding the sanctum sanctorum. Vi§vaksena is supposed 
to be a close attendant of the god removing his leftovers etc. 
Hence he is also called as Nirmalyadharin. (XXII-61). 

^i^^^iKnfpjT! 11 

He is designated as the leader of the numerous attendant 
deities, enshrined in a temple to protect the same. 


Here it may be noted that according to Tantrasamuccaya 
there is an attendant deity like Nirmalayadhari enshrined 
within the sanctum sanctorum and serving on the god removing 
his left-overs etc. In offering the oblation Nirmalyadhan should 
be treated well. Tantrasamuccaya states (IX-21) 

PtRq<ri“=t L H'4^d v wi^ I 

In a temple of Vi$iju there is no separate deity installed 
as Nirmalyadhan but Vi$vaksena assumes the role. 

Small BalipTfhas to represent the eight Dikpalas lords of 
the quarters are to be seen fixed within the Antaharaka. This 
is a must in every temple and it is a minimum requirement 
irrespective of the dimension of the shrine. They are bowed 
to as follows. (XXII.21). 

f^frfcfw^«TT i 
H-fj-cri yRwi-q, -T : II 
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There are two guards who protect the only entrance to 
the sanctum sanctorum. They are called Cagtfa and Pracagtja 
- two fierce deities as suggested by their names. .They are to 
be offered oblations calling them by their name (XVIII.66). 
■gjft ^cK^cu pcfci^ I 

HHU-tM ^3RIHI 11 

These two door keepers are said to be the sons of 
Narasimha. There is a mark of disc on the head of Cagtfa 
while Pracag^a wears a mark of conch on his head (XXII.48- 
49). 

sSHMMN I 

■'lsfr u llf^dH^<r1^ll 

The other deities consecrated within the Antahara are 
Gagapati, Durga, Dak$igamDrti, §3sta, Subrahmagya, Ananta 
and the vehicles of the respective gods personified as deities: 
This is mentioned by Tantrasamuccaya (IX.20-22) as follows. 
^tt^t & i 4frinft 

^P5T3 TRTIFT I 

h i ^ 11 ^ h ^ u ^ 

'^HHnUi|<d cfT^cj; SRTSETSf cT«IP^1%- 

^FF^ffoT: 11 

What Vi$gusamhita has dealt with in detail is recapitu¬ 
lated here by the author of Tantrasamuccaya very briefly. It 
is pointed out the deities that deserve oblations within the 
Antahara are as follows: 

The offering of oblation should begin with the two 
gate-keepers of the sanctum (Cag<ja and Pracag<Ja). Then 
Vahana (vehicle of the god like Garu<)a) is propitiated in 
Mag<Japa. In the back of sanctum is located Ananta (the 
serpent). On the southern door of the sanctum. Gagapati and 
Dak$igamUrti are installed and they need offerings. The eight 
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lords of the quarters and the two gods Brahma and Ananta 
the serpent lord (making a total of 10 lords of regions, the 
seven mothers on the south with their two guards, seven more 
mothers on the north with their pair of guards, then Sasta, 
Subrahmaijya, Kubera and NirmalyadharT deserve propitiation. 
In front of the Mapt^apa two more gate keepers are imagined. 
They too need worship. Thus in addition to the main deity a 
host of divinities are worshipped in a temple. 

(7) Deities in the Madhyahara 

Outside the first Prakara also certain deities are wor¬ 
shipped. There are two gate keepers guarding the first Prakara. 
Then there are deities protecting the flagstaffs and they number 
eight, each of them representing a group. There is a big stone 
altar called BalipTtha just outside the door of the first 
fortification called Prakara and before main flagstaff. This big 
Pith a represents the leader of all the armies of Bhutas. 

K$etrap3la is consecrated in the north-eastern direction. 
Thus all the deities are located in the first and second Prakara? 
of the shrine. 

(8) Temple Campus 


According to Vi$ijusamhita the temple campus is self 
sufficient and well provided. In dealing with the guards to 
protect various regions the author mentions places like 
Matjcjapa (a hall), Bh3ij<j3gara (the treasury to keep the 
valuables), Jalasthana (well, tank etc., to supply water) 
Sabhasthana also referred to as Rartga (assembly hall where 
discourses etc., are done), Mahanasa (the great kitchen), 
Pacanagara (the oven), Bhojanalaya (the feeding house), 
Kusumagara (the place for keeping flowers), Nirgama (the 
drains), PTtha (altar to offer oblations to BhOtas), Gopuras 
(towers on all the four sides with gateways), Parivaralaya 
(shrines for attendant deities), BalipTtha outside the Gopura, 
places to house horses, chariots and Gariuja (the vehicles of 
the gods), Niches to keep the weapons, Jalasaya (a big tank 
for the use of the public to the south of the shrine and in front 
of the god) etc. All these are to be provided in a temple for 
the well-being of the people and of the country. 
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(9) Astabandha 


This is a peculiar preparation of gum or wax using eight 
materials in a given proportion. The substances are pounded 
continuously for forty-one days and the gum is prepared. This 
is the only material to fix the idol to its seat or base and it is 
in constant use in the temples of Kerala even at present since 
most of the idols are made of granite. 


Vi$QusarhhitS refers to this peculiar paste in the following 
lines (XVIII.75-77). 

cTTejTT TRfTFT: llT^cTT I 

TJ7 f^crl* ^fto5T 11 

^F*Tt 11 

^ frTTlr: q^xJVlRhfcr: I I 


The Tantrasamuccaya (XI-105) besides referring to the 
eight materials used for the paste also gives the right 
proportions to be added together. It states: 

q4)f^JJ,ru|d: TT5T? fl^rST^RT 



The materials and the proportion in which they are used 
may be as (1) Sahkha - conch shell (6 parts); (2) Sarja - the 
resin of Ssla tree - Pinus Dammar (4 parts); (3) AbhayS - 
inknut or Terminalia Chebula (2 parts); (4) K2rp2sa - cotton 
(1 part); (5) Upala - a type of stone (1 part); (6) ValukS-gravel 
from river sand (1 part); (7) Jatu - lac (half a part) and (8) 
AmalakT - Emblic Myrobalan (half a part). 

This gum is used to fill up the cavity in the stone 
especially at the base of the idol. Usually there will be a pit 
in the PT{ha or seat into which the base part of the idol is 
inserted and fixed with Astabandha so that it will not shake. 
It seems that this preparation is peculiar to Kerala. 
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(10) Asfamahgala 

The Vi$pusamhitS has referred to certain auspicious things 
by the term A§tamafigala (XXII. 15) as follows: 

On another occasion Vi$pusaihhita (XVI-84b-85a) has 
provided a list of eight auspicious things. 

^ H^dlpH ^rarTl I 

The context is offering of oblations to propitiate deities 
and attendants. According to BfhannandikeSvara Purapa the 
eight auspicious things are: 

TJJRFSft HFT: ^cT^Tt °*MH-dSTT I 
<T*TT M 11 

Monier Williams enumerates this collections of eight 
lucky things (for certain great occasions such as coronation 
etc.) as a lion, a bull, an elephant, a water-jar, a fan, a flag, 
a trumpet and a lamp. According to others the eight items of 
auspiciousness are given as: 

ciM til 1 

f&rrq UfiUlficq 3TTTt TT^T rTSCT^T: 11 

Accordingly a Brahmin, a cow, a fire, gold, ghee, the 
sun, water, and a king constitute the eight objects of luck. 

On the Kerala tradition this enumeration differs slightly. 
The items are spoken of as: 

<;4 u i ‘ticrivi qwHwn, I 

Kurava - the auspicious sound of women, mirror, lamp, 
water pot, cloth, a measure full of grains, an auspicious lady 
and gold constitute the eight items. On occasions of festival 
all these are required. 
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(11) The names of Visnu 

While dealing with the rites of worship the author states 
that the god is to be addressed by names like Kesava, etc. 
(XXI.72). 

^TFTf^: #riFlcTTtr2I ^Mlf^T MPtdd: | 

On various occasions the author has enumerated several 
names of the god. In dealing with the prowess of the god in 
the third Patala of the work various names are given with their 
proper derivations; for eg. 

rctfcujkiifMd^q facDicEf YIHctlH, I 

otl^ctccl^ct XT I I 
TFTFfE ffcT TT^OT: TRch I 


Names like Acyuta, Adhoksaja, Vaikuijtha, Kesava, 
Narayana Madhava, Govinda, Hari, MadliusOdana, Trivik- 
rama, Vamana, HfsTkesa, Padmanabha, Damodara, Rudra 
etc., are derived as the synonyms of the god. 


In this connection, Isanasivagurudeva Paddhati (Patala II 
stanzas 16-21) provides a list of synonyms of the god beginning 
with Kesava as follows: 







xfT%tct^eT f^P^ST 11 

^frs' afw<r<o4l ipfryrr? 

yymrr <iHk'Pi -cn^£^w?ft 11 

pHfoRTfi|-q|: | 
cTcTSIsfft YITf^t cT«ITI I 

‘i'HcO yrft cT«rr wi<<yi?ft cm: 11 

-i<| -i< c r> Pjj «s.R 11 

^CTJ: 7TcET ■Hlcctd?! ^TTT^T: I 

^■qrT f^pjfcfo 1 

^Tcft yicTt tjqwmi 

FTTt ■srrmt fMRTT Tfw^fcl PoltuiST II 
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(12) The Sakti’s of Visnu 

The Vi$ijusamhita speaks of the §aktis of Vi$pu on various 
occasions. Eight £aktis are enumerated by the author requiring 
worhsip (XXITI.6). 

W ^THTI 1 


There are four Saktis enumerated as MOrti-Saktis (V.52- 
53) 

SFtdrj 7TTf%: sfte TETOcftl 
TfcT&frT TjRfareTO: |1 

These four §aktis, viz, §anti, §ri, SarasvatT and Rati are 
mentioned again as follows (XII.8). 

T& RTO fkffcfcm Vll-r^T Tr*TT ^ 11 

The §aktis of Vi$gu are enemerated again (XVII.71-72). 
They-are Santi, Sri, SarasvatT, Rati, PrTti, KTrti, Tu$ti and Pu$ti 
altogether eight. 

^ qflffog nltcTt 11 • 

SiffeVd^' gfTT- TTf^TT^S^FftftrT: 11 

But TSanaSivagurudeva Paddhati has enumerated the 
Saktis of Vi§pu as fifty. They are as follows (II.22-25). 

<hir-dTjjry^{/) gfif: f%FETr TTO 

*rtt ^ ^Tmu(T to ctstt 11 

wfluif g WTr: i 

^PTT ^Tf TOT "TOTT ^TTOT ^TFft fadlfa’ft II 
fsTTOT fa-WI fa«T fc|H<l d-<HI Pjfcf: I 
tttRs: Irrfea aro 11 

TO“RT feM t tW^TT cRJ^T cT^T TO I 
TO TOTOT "^EFTT TFTO TOT TOT RTTO 11 
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(13) DJksa 


DTk$a is a religious vow undertaken by the priest to enable 
him to perform ritualistic rites. The term is variously derived 
by authorities on Tantra in their works. Vi$ijusamhita (X.2) 
offers the following etymology. 

^PrT f*T57T- TF«r%5TZRT: I 

^airrin: «n=rf«^ff^Tc*rT:: i 

According to T&na&vagurudeva Paddhati (Kriya-pada 
Pa tala X-2) the term Dlk$a is derivied as follows: 

^cT -zreFRTT RtMvqiefr 1% ^1%: I 


The term is very significant since it consists of two roots. 
The first syllable stands for the root ‘Da’ meaning to give 
bestow, grant, impart etc. The second syllable stands for the 
root K$.i’, meaning to destroy, making an end of etc. Hence 
the word DTk$a means that which gives identity with Siva or 
$ivabhava and destroys the worldly attachment of the beings.’ 


The work has given another explanation to the word 
the following words (XI Pafala stanza-2). 







n 


in 


This concept of Pa$u-Pa$a is referred to by the author of 
Vi$gusamhita (X.3JM0) as follows: 

*ftmi°fa*lHHi T T^TT 

^K u i ^ J TT^T otid 11 

VPfcT 11 

TTlrmT^ q q ftH T H, 11 


In the Yogimtantra the word DTk$a is explained as 
follows: 

3FTt ^tf^T ^■ c emT 11 
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(14) Pancaratra 

The author of Visnusaihhita has referred to Pancaratra 
texts on numerous occasions. According to him Pancaratra has 
many branches as in the case of the Vedic tree. But for 
practical purposes five schools are recognised as Vaikhanasas, 
Sattvatas, Sikhins, Ekantikas, and Mulakas. Each of them 
differs by the speciality of their rites of worship. The divisions 
of Pancaratra enumerated by him are: (11.22-23). 

xren earq- wWl 11 

cT«TT HHUpHIdP -qltfH: 11 

i 

ok^HHh Hlrcidia - ft *351^1: II 

The author has enumerated Tantra as consisting of five 
schools based on the promulgators as Saiva, Vai$ijava, Brahma, 
Saura and Kaumara (11.20). 

WW fTSJrT cT^T ^ 11 

The author further notes that Pramaijas or means of valid 
knowledge are accepted as five by all schools. In this they 
follow the Prabhakara system of MTmamsa. The Pramaijas are: 
Pratyaksa, Anumana, Upamana, Sabda, and Arthapatti. This 
is made clear by the following lines. (11.12). 

y,<|U|o(WOT Wi(ffSTl H-Clift <dl+q«^ I 
^KliHlHHI TTT^srfWT ^ ww 11 

Vedas, Tantras and Mantras 

The Vispusarhhita in the course of the treatment of the 
subject has stressed the relation between Vedas and Tantras. 
The latter draws much from the former in the form of Mantras. 
Acarya is defined as (XXIX-83) 

WRTOTTq^ ^<+01 "ZlPt ^ ft^dlP^-i I 
fWWft f^RT^rm 11 

A preceptor should be proficient in Vedas as well as 
Tantras because he has to select Mantras from the former. 
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Most of the mantras of Vi$pu are of Vedic origin. They should 
be selected from Rg, Yajus, Sama and Atharvavedas. They 
should be adopted appropriately by the priest. The author 
states as follows (XXIX-38-41). 

+ l T T^T WfcPPT I 

‘ z T’dl4Pi y4l«m»Hi 11 

■z* ifleHl ^ WTtt, : 

vn^q-| ^ idlin'<*, 4 ^ 11 

^ R^rr: wr ^TTfsrar: 1 

TTT^T: Y erJ J. qr ^IW1 < I >M b 4l^r4c[. 11 


Here it may be seen that the word Mantroddhara used 
in Tantrik works is significant in this respect. The author has 
further stressed that care should be made for the selection and 
modification to the needs. The efficacy of the Mantras also is 
stressed by him as follows (XXIX-44). 

TT^R% Ithst TPJ*T ^ I 

<ti4T4«s) ^4 -t! VPTt TRFFcTTaPTT: 11 

4 UI I cjouicj^cnfc;^: | 

WfcT II 


The various uses of the Mantras are narrated in the works 
dealing with Tantra. ISanasivagurudeva Paddhati has stated 
that a priest without the knowledge of the intricacies of 
Mantra-Sastra is like a bad physician ignorant of the categories 
and properties of medicinal herbs or like a person trying to 
ride an elephant in rut without the knowledge of his behaviour 
and not holding a hook (Pafala III stanza 2-3). 


^tfqfed'i^q 4y|V>HI'+>l4V'y: 

^dfcrlMi I 

J J, U I lb q i| fol 'HM IhIn^I Min'd HH. 
q^lbqPiq lb Pt> c« i cil cjm! qifcri*rii4ft 11 
3Tt^r<dJMrvl^TSil^ruH[Pl<l^ - 
'<rcKdM<’MHI 4ddni ilI 
3Piru|dMR^fe4^dTclHlPW: 
tt RcTftr png; Trrq^t ctt i i 
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Vi§pusamhita has pointed out the use of different Mantras 
and their efficacies which can be enumerated as follows: 6 

“Mantras are invoked for (1) Secondary mukti (libera¬ 
tion) (2) Worship of the manifested god (3) Worship of Devatas 
(4) Communication with Devatas (5) Acquisition of super¬ 
human powers (6) Feeding Pitfs and Devatas (7) Communica¬ 
tion with Ghosts and Upadevatas (8) Warding off evil influence 
(9) Exorcizing Devils (10) Cur^ of diseases (11) Preparing 
curative water (12) Doing injury to plants, animals and men 
(13) Eliminating poison from the animal body (14) Influencing 
other’s thoughts and actions (15) Bringing men, beasts, 
Upadevas and Ghosts under control (16) Purification of the 
human body by ceremonies called SamskSras etc. 

It is with the above mentioned purposes in mind that a 
Sadhaka usually performs the Tantrik rites. 

The authority of Visnusamhita 

That Vi$pusarhhita was held in great authority is testified 
by the fact that almost all topics dealt with in it are to be seen 
in epitomised version in the Tantrasamuccaya of NSrayapa 
which is the most popular work in the field used by the 
practising priest. The various prescriptions of the author of 
the Saitihita are scrupulously followed by the author of the 
popular treatise. Though he does not admit in so many words 
since the nature of his epitomisation afforded no occasion, his 
son §ahkara who has composed the VimarSinT commentary has 
profusely quoted from the Saihhita to substantiate the instruc¬ 
tions of his father. Since this later composition became very 
popular as a household text or guide among the practitioners 
of the system other treatises on Tantra in Kerala gradually 
went out of vogue. This fate has adversely affected 
Vi$pusamhit3 also to some extent. But it deserves to be kept 
and practised in every house as ordained by the author in his 
concluding stanza: 

WddH-4^ I 


6 Principles of Tantra, ed. Arthur Avalon, Introduction by 
B.K. Majumdar, p.405. 
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«TFT q^R^RfRfcT RT^TITRRT ^R: I 
SrRtrR^jfaH ^RF^g'TTRRR || li 
RTRR TF3RT % RIF%^ R RRT R*T ! 

RRRTS^ RRTRR: RTRRT ? 5 RRfS: II V II 
\. ‘«r’ q>. tt3 : . 



$feq?*T: ^fasqW^q I 

ftfaq: gqqr *tt£t ^fir^s^fircRo«n n h% ii 
^ tf^rr: ^fcrfar: tfqqrqqqRRPE I 
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f^RRpi HfrOTHT R^RRr ^ % *3<TT: II II 
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3T^i^rrraRq ipq^rf^ il ^ n 
*pq ototts^r^ q’qqqTPm^^ i 

cpRg qt^ fqt^TpqoT ^SRT: !| ^ || 

q ^RT^ T ^rqTq'i qqrq?3 qq^qq^ l 

OTf^sqfqf qT §q: 118° u 

*. ‘on’, ‘n’ s. n. n. qis:. \. ft’ 

*3. *T. *TI3r. 







ii n ii 
qrqrf^tftmfoqW^ I 
r%^ ^qf^s’-'q^ ipq^q??r^Tfl; n a* II 
d^rnR qqT w stotIr ^T*rri%cr: i 
<T#f gftffrnflWWr mi 3*1: II *\ II 
sq§qft tffi^q qq%H^fer: i 
fqwfefrfttjft ^nr toT 4 rtt wsp»T^ ii a a 11 

STfT mu cT^RIT =4 ^Tfjq: I 

qsqqTsgq^r xjt^t ^tt: nqrqffe% ii an H 
^q 4 tjt 4 i 3^ «?Rqr rq^RdPsq: I 
$Tlf^ l*RT TT^T3^m^% ii a^ || 

S^FT A ^Wo^rb^rTl^cT^ i 

f%^fq qqi Hqq^Tqq n a\» u 
qjffrmft fas«q i 


STfqsqqr 11 ac II 

*$K fqq ?q*q qf§mq TST^qqr I 
qf^qq TW %q *q=q =4trR^ g II 8 V II 
3TTT%^q efrmq | 

«T*q SlTftaj #qg: || V II 



flgft: STfqq^qqT ftqsr^ I 
^3 ^ «Tcr: qn#k^$KR; -q<T^ II H$ II 

*. ‘<11 agq’, R. ‘»rft ST^T:’, V ‘ffr’ <j*. *T. Tr?:. 
*• ‘*pi 3 33 ’ *t., ‘*r«i€ a «r. qra.-. 



^5: <T£^: I } <?. 

m ^ to i 

STRJ TO <R5TR RT1 ^iTRq^r^ II II 
srf% ^ ^ *jFffi qrei cf«n 1 

TO ^ srf^RrorM 11 h 
RTO Wr 3 3 #TT^T^ srf|: I 
T^TOlR <T^TTRT fecfRTTOTr^ qf|: II II 
sf qRfa %qi sr^ wrt^ i 

TOT%: RSJTO 3 TO *Tl%cT: II \\ II 

JTT^RWJrq ^ ^R*TRM rT^TT I 
TORSf K^RtM II II 

3 TO T^tjtRTOT 3ITO g TO 3 R** I 
TOT %TO ^qpcT RRRjf3 *F*T^ II H® II 

*TRTO ^ ^R: 3R ^RRTRR *R ^ I 
5#R ?j« TO^I TOcR ^ I: ^ II V II 

TOtR TO RTOSTO: TOfts I 
<hr3r srrtr <j*rto to^to II ll 
gq'^Hr ffkv ^ tor^ fafaw^! 

TO*R*R<its^m f%^ 5 qq 5 TO^ u 11 
3 tr^ =^ qro^Rf TOqr^^^sro^R, 1 
<TftRTO3$nqRRqTOrf^ *rajut 11 
sro^ ^rf to^RRFhH £rt^ 1 

?• ‘^m^’ *f. IT. qis:. =*. ‘IT ^RFcl’ TjT. q. H. <TT3:. 



ftwgtfftrfPTf 

^^rr ^ 11 II 

3R3 3R{3TcT flp? I 

33 II V<* II 

^Trnr^S^RIf R3W<WT3P; | 
yfSm^TfRT 3Ti^f ! 3f§3TH II Vt || 

m*t I 

3 *rr n \\ ll 

f^RI^spR =3 33T I 

5ftei^sr^PRi^^5 333 - =3 11 v» ll 
SRcR'fifeRIf Rif T?T3 <r?R3T:5RrH I 
HTOcff 331^31 33 SPIRT 3 RF333 S II ^ II 
331 3T^*3 I 

331 %r ^R3T3T §cfqV4 3 3fpT3. II 3^ II 

33T ^w^q|rEi sHNt^piMK i 
*j?333T333r3335T S3FN3R3T^K H V£) ° 11 
3TTf 3 33R 3T3W3Pf 33KT33. l 
3TC 3 33333T *3^ ^TRfvT'P^ ll 'S? II 
33*53 spjcntf 3T*3*3f33T33>5. i 
$T%^T3 53^[3> II ^ II 

333 ^ f^rri 3i 3fs°T faf53^ i 
*5*313* 33T 31^ 3*3§T%33$35. || '33 |l 

>. SPJH’ JT. qi*:. <: q^’ IT., -iq^g;’ iq. qr3:* 







VS* m: mi qw ^ ^ i 

mi m* qfri%: II vs» n 
mil r4r: t Rg%f r srr^ I 
tsn^g *% vk ^ ^ttt^itr; || van II 

q^f^nf^I f^RHOT^T ^ ST^q^ II ^ II 
3?mc|0T^^f^cTrw ^SRTto: I 
5RI%r S5TT mi *T3WT q^R55: II II 

Siq^SWRlsR: I 

«W^Ri ^f|R« - cT: ^.m %’> II II 

miSr^l qj^qRrRq' I 

qtS^R ftf^RT FT^j ^r%^R R: || \sS II 

m ^RTcH: spRf fSig^T ^ WR: II ^2 II 

?fa qq : (| 


sr ttott: q*r?: l 

$w ^jrir ^%qpg^T^i w l 

RRTr^g sppq?% mi gsru g^riftcR n ? n 

q«rer gjri t^sri^ i 

cF^^fl fC<?qR^r ^ReTRcTT %l n * II 

t ‘5WRr: 2WI £:’ *r. JT. w:. 9. ‘w>l: II’ *T, 

113:- V ‘?r\ G. *T- qpi:- 





3^%ST : I 

cffaq cR*T RTfST R«TcT: || * II 

fcren 3 RR<*tt 337 qp'rarfaf ^i^r: 1 
qfim^FRt 3m f*s5rt%«F«R^ 11 8 11 

-g^T J^sT^R I 

3Rqr 5f^T R^ IRFcT ^5ff: II H II 
cf^Tf^g 3P^HT 3WI ST^R. I 

stqA %^tt f^i^fBicnpfr 11 ^ 11 
arjBHRf ^rtti 

f^r sritj^ ^RTf^pr 3 3T<m 11 vs 11 

3T^iT3^T %*T ^T^Rfr I 

3R5RRRf It 3^t fqfi%frrWr 11 <:■ 11 
3 q*r wrt q«isf gr 1 

5RR 33T 33R qRTS^T: II % II 

q%q?R srt^Rt 1 

a%5r: j^^rcTII ?®.li 

qiq qra^q^3 1 

^ *n*ro: mm 

STR^fR 3ft 3 *RJ%5cr3 I 

^ *R|SR^T T^RRRRR || H II 

?. ‘^fq’, R. WnV \- ‘it’, v.-‘q^ffy’, 

*T. ^R*« 



flHH: I 


sj^RT qsiftR g*: II II 
^ftlcTT *FST: STOR ^FFcT ^RT: I 
WffPrT *R*TTT|r: II U II 
^R^cRaNfR ^rHr ^ I 
tfP&R STR^ JTRRT xnf^r: 3RT3, || 
^[RRsTT RR RtEF ^#TR ^ FSR I 
3RFqR«reRR II U II 

^rr 3 g%4 RJ3F I 

rIr gfs^r^RTqfro^ crfo'ro; 11 u n 
^nqqc^g ^pirt gsR %rr% *g^F i 
5RRRT gfs nun 

«r fwf^sf ftrcrrg^r R^frfcrcTr 1 
tfw^remnKjsi ifSR^ri *rrr: huh 
R^ cT. cTR^RF g^ R^F I 
3R^cT RFfR *T^RF ^RiRgiSRc^ll R° II 
r%^cT s fcRR^r g^r^rmRRcTT i 
sr«t 5j?Rr f^r^rg^i^RS^K IRUI 
%5Tgtq>?R??Tcir q%erRRf3f3^TJ I 
SFTR^’JRcUR: sp&tf Hl4: R^F II ^ II 
^r^TfQ3f FRIf4 WR*^ I 

RT% g'RR II ^ II 

?. ‘at* s. , T- sf. qfs:. 



srqtrfjoqr gsH qi^Ffi to 11 *e-n 
qfasFTOm 5TH3C 5T*TfKm: I 

ar^tsraferarfsi 11 it 

^T5pwft TcT^ 1J*WW I 

qqiVi iT^oqr wnu frfi^r 11 ^ 11 

frctti^ i 

3^1 FTHtEi JT^k^TT frfFUfllJfT II ^ II 

H^q I 

^if8ri£4r ^ *m ii ii 
fforcg ?fwiRi ^r^fa^cf: i 
^i^g^rgf^eT ?aqr<Jii *«nq^ to ii r\ ii 
*ig*^s ^ i 

qjhnfq%qr s^r ii n 

3$ ^Ftfs% 5T^TT 5r\^F^n^ cT^r I 

^ni#r TOfTf^f^r ii II 

^wnfaV 5 % q^ 3 »fl^cr i 

stct iT^g^r qi^ifr q^Fi^r ii ^ II 

^N%r§ ^nqifo l 
g^FFrRq f%%qT siqqn?T srgsqit u ^ II 
l^TRTI ^ ^#l ^FS^rai RflfKcTi I 

l?q7q sh^rtssct ^r n ii 


‘q>l’ *T. q. q. <*|5:. R. ‘»V 3>. qi3: 






ftWT: I 

5T5?Wl^i^^T CTT 3^ H II 
5#^ ^^faSTf^T-graRgsq- I 
f^^Tfi%^nn^ ^isrRu^ijsft: ?&: w \\ 11 
crfeft^qqiSg ft^3T: I 

argsp^i *?< Kflff<rr h ^ 11 

w^t ^5Tg^r ^¥ii%r ii \< ii 
*PRHRT^Sf £t fM<U *?e*RFRI I 
qfsnnf^ | *?g, S?TR^r tfTf W ^ II 

g^rtfsr i%3 war i 

*ra: 11a° 11 

m gsr sWfarcifts ^ l 
*nwt ^mf*qt gsr qtorflN *gm 11 am 
5 g«n*«ri srf.?r: srjr#: i 

gjrr rirV^ ^ I) a^ ll 

crr^; «ri*rc^ i 

ft flfar Vht TrsrsR st^pw ^ ii a3 ii 
Mgsci* 7 T gsict arfoq>i .^5: 1 
q^r?rf *Fwg^r ^ift g*: ii ay 11 
qj^rnrr^ *ri^n gv,: i 

STR^rr^^r gsrr ^3 3 <?r;! ?r spfr ii a<< 11 



^RRf g^f^fr *rtr: i 
s<JTRR$Rr^R3 3?r: r^%?Nfr[r ii y^ n 
3 *-gciRTfa s^rr^rI ^wrn i 
3 ?R*r gj& ^ni y^ 11 

RRR^r ri%r m ?\ r i 

JR 5 RST 3 TR: faf^H *rf%RR || y< || 

^ ^r ^rkt g^r *R3, i 

3RW R^T: SR7 vrf^5qf?cT R H5R: || y^ || 
Rfa s^tet r’jrsrcrt i 
$RfR^crra*Rq- RTRRrg |*rt r 11 v II 

RR i^ROT *R§ W^R* 5 f#^R I 

^RTJ RRRT RRR RR*T^RT: ||H? II 

RRTRURT T%tRr*RRcRTfKRra? ¥lTcRr: I 

<rr itirirrt gs;r imragftsrr: n ii 

**TR*TRTR>» ft^Rf SR^t 3 I 

¥RSr cT^RRTRT sftsRHR ST#^ || II 

srrti ssR^r ^Rter i 

3 cT^RRTR^T <RT || H# II 

« 

RflRRH%^i 8 " Rl&cT I 

cIR*R 7 fg% %ST STR^RR cT^R II HH II 

l. ‘stfmRcu’, ‘a’ *i. qis:.- 

* qfl?wi^’$W'K©i*?ifaRiq > ‘ . ’ 

^wgqsj q3#itqft 9 <Trci I 




3re*T: | 


fcSW 5*1 ^Pt>TT ^ HT^: || \\ II 
^#T S^T*W^T KTO, I 

crlfyq^gg#, POT JTIOT37 II H^ ll 

T$ ^fft*T TOTT I 

WjqTaj w^ 33T«f%: Rfl%^r^T%R: II V II 
jtRt rcagflfearar her: v&k ii 

sro sresr; i 

'm ^qT^ra^TWrrc^ i 

srr^i f a ^5#^T «rc otrw 11 \ w 

=ft I 

?\ ^T II * II 

*?Ht 4 ^Icf^qgf I 

sn3f§3fa^i*TT%: u ^ 11 
mfawj *r*rcft ^ crmtfr fosr: ?gcir: i 
^3?f ^t%^trt: ?raW 11an 

fs;*pt fagon qn%: q/Smat i 
cTvti^ ^mf ^ 11 H ii 
arsifp ^ itt rtc^r 'rejs: I 
wgRssTrs’OT'TOTr^rc ^ ^r n s. n 
*. ‘m^’, *. ‘4’, %. q(3:. }. ‘^f\ V. ‘*q’ 

*T. q!5:. x ‘oil’ m, Wj\. 



»<r 

sn^TN^r Tr^rgmr 5 t^efi 1 

$°s*«ir suls: JT^icfi%i<Jin^r if« 11 
Hr qift: srfjJcTFtf faCRI ^ FfSPRT: | 

3TI-qr i*R: HHI^qRI 5fir II <£ II 

>«\ . 

qiMt qrCi ^ qr«A I 
qST^pkw^ || ^ || 

3TTT3^FcrT SJFTFJ; ^jj ^ q^^^ I 
5TUF* II ^o || 

5*TTft^f 3$q *Tf^ RK^ s^Tiai ^ I 

f%*RT ^ ^rFTT5flfi^Tf%^^ II ? Ml 

jRfcqr § ^r %Wi3%*r ct^t i 

faRF%TT3TT4f srr^osR qsf^ l| ?* || 

^q?R r«t*pi%s^ f%^g sTi^gto crer i 

HtTI^RT^TT %q || ^ II 

Wlcf 5 ^ *?!*%*# IRT raf^T^RHcTr | 
rfrA f°3wr =q#5TFi^ f^Rir 11 >» n 
cTRTRT^: 3 *Tr^ ftwjtfTSRTRT qjtf&T: | 
^ifa^iFii f^n?fcrc«TR g ^Fttr ii n it 
rT%qT^iq% R$Rc^T IIHST fH^ I 

f^ HTWHwrr rjcth; ii ?\ \\ 

V 3 

SJf S5T1R 5 I 

N3 ^ 

*RT: ^flRf: q^^TIf^r It *« II 



am: qjs: | 

^ qrirB: <rt raWr: qRHjqqri|?ft II ?c II 

sn^iTTRW f^sqr %4 q [ 

^T^T^T RfR RRT^W II ?Vll 

^rrrfrt f^gwrcqr fa?mr irf^RT i 

ftqqr f^T^rr imi «jm ww, 11 

f^^TH q qR RT? qqqR q | 

^rnt RR RTR %qqTRcTT II ^ II 

'-S 

wfa^qT q3Rj4 RRW 5F5T3R: I 
qR?%qqt f^RT ftqqr sqp=q qqqqR II ^ II 

f$T q r^T qRqfaqqrqqT: i 

qr^r qr^RT^g r H ^ H 
qq fqq RTRTq WRTft^TcR: I 

11 *# n 

qq 5 qi?Rq RcpTRqq i 

*ftq?t faqqqfa f cTfk^'J^R^ ii n 

rTRl^f^Sq ^RRq fafaqsq.qRqT I 

qqr q% 'w qrcfrfqq^: ii H ll 

S' 

fqg^q q«TT %q: R^R <*^qT ^TR, I 
j|$c| | MK q ^R: ^qr^Rcftp* % II II 
ffcnsq cTRiq^ RR^T fl: I 
ftw&q 3 R^JRt q|RFsq*q qR q: || \c || 

l. V *. qrc:. R. q sr’ *' q. q[s:. 3. ‘s:» jj, 

q. qra:. 



*rftsr srr^T ^qfJTT^ 3^1 II ^ II 

?TTT%<mftRRR 1 I 

tffRi^TT cTR ^fr^rrRR RR^ II ^ II 
?f 4 t § foRRRRT WRRTf^TgcTRJ 
5 fw^ , w^vTT >jqrwfa^rrcRR ;\\\t \\ 
Sjn«ifg*irc>Wf ^Rn^a* 3 Tif*RR 1 
«n^?=*ft r rw ^ctt r^rrrth; n \'< n 

^ ^ f^Riifa If? *tgtt S^l^cfMHH. h ^ 11 

* 3 JT«R ^RRTrfi^fe | 

ST^r^ || \\j II 

^tr g^r^^f?r# 3 T 3 1 

jptftSresjf^E 5 rTSRR II II 

^ f^r^R q«rr^ j 7 *trr ct*tt i 

f’^rf cmr ^ft crfiwcT r ^ 11 ^ II 


iKtii 


RF 1 IRI 


lll , «l* I 


^jrf^fwre |rtr *rrt s 11 ^ 11 

*TRR c^fr^T *TCTltfa I 
T^% ^rr^ *TRg^ u \* II 

V 

SPU^ ^t %qt *TFJRT ^fFtfcT ^ I 
faWR f^^t: II ^ II 



qzs*: I 

§qf^ q# i 

*Tt*qq g qqr q?rq^Tqf q$n n «• 11 


q^5 q^^RT qfcqqqqf^rq: n y? II 


qrqT^qq^qmrsqr ^tst ^qrwg^i i 
*qq ftqfqq: v$t *t?ra qftrqr n a* 11 

55^**qt qq>: *$fera* *p£ter: I 
R$m: ^fq^^rs^qi^^T^qqrq^: n «3 n 
fq: ^qiqtwnq ^qi cT^TlvT q>R%^ I 
^Rf#^q: 5TT^ *qn%: R^qqqq: H «« II 


qwr ^fqfefr nqt *rqq; i 
q^qqRIT^iqt qqT s^TT^flrq 4qqr: II 11 


^rrqqtsTqqfsq^qT: ^rq^Fq^RTFr =q i 
q'qqiqiqjw^ql'^g ^qqq; II II 
qT|qTqi ^q ^Rq^qif^Rcl^^ I 
epT^q^q'iqqT 4 % ftsifft =4 ^iqq^ II »« ll 
q*q qf|*q 3 qfrqqq 1 
arf^q ^qfei %qfqs4 qqFqq: n «* ll 
*n?Rq Srasi **qi %qfqq 3 qq^ 1 
q^qqijsiqro q »°3 sqtr^fq^q^ 11 «\ 11 

*. ‘q: gq; q>rci’ *;■?. n. qis-. ‘°3isw q|s: ^ 

*\ V'sfrsqtS ». ‘^V, ’’• ‘hi’j ‘q%3’, u. ‘q 3 ’ f 

<• % y , *>. q.' qf 55 . 




=33? j^f^TR 3 ^ rrt i 

rrirpt 3 q^sq |p tRwsrfRf 11 v n 
sfrcr^r ^ frr^t fRRqsrtftnft i 
W ^fn^T ?flf §f*R R*R 355^ || h? II 
RRT ^TrnTRTRRT ^ '3fert I 

^ ^ 31^ ^ 5FT*TRT <r^£<P II H* II 
srr^f^TT^ f%^nRT- 4 ^sqr: qte^r ?^ru i 
^ wmtorrsRT ^yq^fw* n h* i» 

Rqr 'jyik ^rt^t f5R!»3^3H2n i 
^T %q*RTfa tWRTRnt^T ^r II Hfc II 
I^T RT SRRT RR: %Ro5feft f| fafo?: I 
RERRTSR ISRcRRTR; RRJRTJRg #^II HH H 
ftRRW §35 RRT WT frig^TR gI 
rpptt g ggsfefr ^ragfiMf^rni HV II 
R°5&S**li 3W^S-cIWRI^^flR i 
^RT^lfRRRRIRqfTIR ^R^T^ H II 
RRfaRWRT RRT RRT W g ^faqR. | 
su^NR^^qr r §^§#r 3>faRTgRt ii h< ii 
35^ RT^RRRRt KFU^R g Rf^: I 
v^Rg hiRi^t %rt qi^i; 35<fa§'tf \\ \% \\ 

^rfqt vmzm qfiRqHftq l 

RIWT qRRTqn^RSRd V \* \\ 

U ‘S^M r i^ t t* to.. Si%' « q «nsi. \.*i f 

to? 



are*r: 7*=5: I 


5 Rlfc «TT^ || \K II 

^ 51 %B ^T ' 

<3j%feR ^F^JT II ** I) 
^TRt%cRT^ ^T | 

^T%lfafa^ ^ftf§Af§^ il \\ II 

5TT*4 WRrH H^T || II 
*TRfM 4 % i 

*mu ^^cT ctfksreiFcT^ II w II 

si^mT^ ^br£; §BT5r% i 
f%>^r ^ h H 

^fsf gf: ^ST I 

*3^ f^f^ft T* || II 

^i£r =?* *rf5RT I 

#j^TT ^I^pFT ^ ^R5T II 

BBcfT T%fT W I 

5^'^ M® II ^ I) 

^fcMWRS^Rj B^tT ^I^TT I 
^ ^fq^T^TBvT II 11 

^frRBR I lB T^t B^BR^TT | 

siQm: ^11 Il 

*. ‘^fa’, \. *T. WJ. 




^ 5 TRT gfe^Tq 3 ^RT *q 5 Rr<*R: I 
wrwwimrar ^Rf ^^rqq^ 11 ^ 11 
^t’JTf ^ qq hr nqcjqf q^qrqq;^ i 
fcfaHT Hqqpqr q gsRi %q q^q^ II ^ n 

3 

%q fR^q 3*qr<m nfaqr qqr i 
^^Trrqr^ §^4 q^qi li «« h 
3 ^ 1 ^ FRRfwqRqr i 
3TTTc?RRf^?TR4 HWJH qqRgqg || \»<t || 
qr^T^T gwlRt ^fasqqftqifafq^ i 
^%UTpqgq^f4 SJff fqtJ^ =qn: || vsy II 

qqrfaqrtR qqq qq HTOR^qnffq i 
3 s^rtfi^qiRcT^ h vs \9 ii 
sreRigfq^RRr ftrfsq ftqg^ •-•#<*. i 

q^TP^TR qf$T<JRq qR*q § || va<: || 
sjgq^qcftqq q^gi^qfqqr i 
^iq SR^sq ^qsr || vo% || 

fR^q fqfqqr HqtRqqr im^T^i | 

<jq fq: ^fecl: qiTRR'RHRHSRH II <:«» II 
q-qoii?nqT 4 m^ erqq^ sq^RiR^: i 
H*^q fqfqqr vm qn: H*^q =q nq^ n 
fqqrq qftsftqr?;: qftf^qrfjR^q^ i 
^wnqirnq^Rg gqRRq qqqr^ iuq u 

‘^’, V ‘fcl’ «. q. <T13:. V ‘qW’ q.qj3 



sm: 77^: | 




WRf | 

ire q$szr: RTT^f^Hcn \\<\ 11 


anqrqrm qfRfrq ^ ^ra; i 




i%fa: II £9 II 


TOMR RTTOl^Rq TOcTT*j; I 

q^Tro ra^RT foro: 11 


WTOTO TOTTOR^faq^rTO TOT I 

qjfcq TO TO«T q$TO II cs II 


ircT frgflfC^FIRfa^SeJT: TO II 


sto tow qrw i 

fRSTT gro: qtf ftffefrot TOT: II 

qFTgfq qtf^iqT s^qfaqfSrcro; i 
ST^ftqTfacTr qqR TOT qthR^Tg || * || 

^nqtor qqpqiq *T*sq TO qq^ 1 

q^$i q^^^TOSTTqqnq qr ii ^ n 

f^qRTiqTqgfqcTg i 

TOf55Tf^qqfersrfTqTTOf^ II 9 11 
sTTOiqro^g^qr^TOf^g. i 

qrlRT^qTTsqjpqT^rniqrq: II H II 

T, ^ z T/q^r^T24rS¥^: IT. qra:. 





to ftP^rpna^r: i 

it ^ n 

*T^ft I 

TO^T repTR'EFS? *TTTO II * II 

sj^i sF*fnr*nf psri i 

STTg^Tlfa ^TIT^T ^T5i SRTTVT^ || <: || 

FHT ^Tf ^T H5n°qR'T^ I 

arrfo^rw to ^rer li s II 

*iwfo§ 52 ft to I 

^r ^fi3 <iftN>qi ^f|: li ?• II 
5TOT ^Nff TOT^KI^WWFT § 3^cU 
^ ^lkfS^S?4t II A ? II 

i fasq r flft ci^rfJT ^q^ i 

%fto ^iwuirtfl ^ *i*m ll * *li 

#JRpT ^RTR’Tn^T TOT1 

f^THl 3 II ** II 

53re# t *n3?r ^ i 

<ffr M^«T3R^ WTOffa cfi5q^31| ?8 II 

srt ^ i 

%qr ^%refar4*RTOT li n ll 
^r: TOrof^ktffa^s^T, 

^ to^t ^ toto n n 

•*. ‘«i^ •mn^'Sa’ «r. ras. 
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q#:q^q^qtsfq q^Vs^Rqqj: ii ii 
q^qqT m qq^q^nr qqr qqrr^q^ 1 
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qsTpq ^orq qqfh^qqJRqq II 8^ II 
srrqqq^ sqqRqqRqqriqqq; qi% 4 rqq: i 
srjjqisiRqqT fqrqr %pm; gqqiR°T: n h 
irr^^T: ^rfqqr hs\: qifaq qq qr I 

aT^qqqFTT q § qT^aqfo % qf|: II «« II 
^rfarqq: qr^qVir qqwmqjqqq: i 
qqRTgq^r %q qsqsqr %aiq! <qqr 11 8^ ii 
qrfft 3 5^qq q q^T FTq^qqT | 
q^qrqqqTq § aqqiqr qq fqgft n v n 
qq ^tt q qj^qr sr^qR <qqrqq ! i 

q q;fcqr qqr fq^Rqqr <qqr ii g* ii 

\. ‘\¥ rr. qrs:. * 33 : $’, v ‘^fSpRn’, V. ‘*S 

‘q’ «. qfj:. 5,. ‘^Ri 1 3 . a. IIS a 



sq^RFF^ *T^F 3^: I 

* ^?rR^ otf 3 »fWptf<jt gfnk: 11 ^ ii 
^cr w\k rf^fsftf cT^r^^rr i 
^ ! n II 

%^tt^t^tt ^ %*rr^ *m ^r%sfqr ttf*^ i 

srfcr^^ i^tr spferr sit^rtccwf \\ h« ii 

3Tf*RRV ?T 3^T. R^FF^ ^T^R I 
*R*FF3f R3F SFcB I 3TF=RTO WF^cTF: II HH II 
RF^cT^t: SR^R ^F^fft *T*TF?RF I 

%WF% cFR ^ *F3 srrF^F F^: II II 
ftpsu^Fgwfcg 33 ^ff^f^ i 

^Vt*R 3W RW ^ *F*R ^F II n* II 
'WT5T F^SN^ ^ ^ R* I 

3TW^3 ^F^3 f%^o?rq: || V II 

»JR: 3JFTtaF£T ^F^RI^F^^: I 
OT %TF *T 3 ><fc?TF ^sqF^ ^F 5 FF%cF: II *tt II 
^RF^^RcF^T-q-F^F *$*m F%SFF«F ^3[F I 
3^: F%S1vRT^W<TF^: II II 

^ Wl ^ ^ ^F *T^ I 

^ | 'ZlFWmmi *R*T3^*n?F ?jd: II M |l 
TO^RF 0^: %R %^TRT^«f I 

^ %STFfa^ ^Fc^ HFSpfc fFR*R 3 II ** II 
^’, ‘si’ ^ sr. TO:. l ^r’ WJ. <* 13 :. 



'TZqJ: I \»« 

qq*q g^r I 

35 ^T 3 *T^ 3 ^T$ cT^> I! %\ II 
qqqiq. m^T STTST qq? *T^*T I 
?<gq5: *qqg<qiq f^Riq qqT%qq; II ^ || 
STiqq *qiqfercq q$TRq qfrEq: | 
qfaq^ qqv^qq ^n%^^rr gsg n vi 11 
qftqfar g qifrRqTgqg^T qT<?qT: 1 

q^q qq ^f%^3^yq^ q^q; || ^ || 

^TT^: q T%^TST^r cTcT: qgfcT <£qqq. I 

gq qqiqg^rqr q: q^i f^q qq 11 v» 11 
q q*q 3 ^tt fqnsfqq w^q fq^q: 1 
q^qi^q^q«Rq qqq^nqqpqg 11 \c 11 
e^Tg^i gq: qr^ qqqq. gwqqg 1 
qq qi Wfl frsu q>qH qqqqqi q q:11 v. II 
qiqqt q^q: *qq qqp =q f%qqq i 
fa^qqqq q qiqi-q f^q^qi qqqqqji *• 11 
fqfqq^ qqiqifq qggqq, 1 

qq qq<q^q rcqqg 11 \»? 11 
q^qg qrqq^-qr qiqiqTqviqT srqq; 1 
qi^q *TTf ftl^q^g qqq^ II ^ II 
fqg^qt%q fqfqqr q Q q^w%qq 1 
f^qfqq qq^ q*q fqq^ 11 ^ 11 

?. ‘W’ 3. 1I<5:. 



*<r faagsftarcf 

cRq ft qf sw: tr ^ qsffifWR. I 
# ^ c?«n ftVT I II v»8 II 

#?T 3: Tjft^TTR ^lfH% I 

stfRTRt ^ f%^srr sRcmw ^r 5 11 ^ 11 
3TR*TRT sm^nfa ^ 1 

ft^frl ft*?3qRq RRrfcq *?q;£ cTcT: II ^ || 
*$& 's&snrt ^rRRtftqnt^ 1 

SpTq^WqT W^TRc?-ft^FRi: II &• II 
arf^ftrRraH tfiqSRq =q q>Rq^l 
pqqiqf^i mui qff^r qjfo?R^: |i *c || 
qqfoq# >; f# Micr: HffqrR^r! 1 
<^13 fl3# ^T ftW STF^f^ II v9\ II 

q^$3TTfH>q%:, 

^RRT^f^riqt ^ n c* 11 

i\ r $Fxt m&l H*£ 3 q Iwrqrq; 1 

sRrmsq^t *r-d^ m <fit <r* ^c^h *? 11 
^ ^Tc^T^T^r ^ ^RcT^Rq^lkUII 

<;zv. 11 

3T*T TTi^t I 

m q^rim # , ii?; qrn^^g i 
q%5i fqfq^T ?q flqftrc-q; imi 

\. V ‘Viz* "«|^i|; II’ Jjf. i fm q[ 3 :. \. 

‘q| k' ’W- *T. *■ HZ:* 



5R3'- <T£?5: I 


g^ *if^T Wr ^??fq vT^^r •*: n * 11 

^rig^ST^i: f^JT sftwiR^°TT i 

5tsi u ^ n 

^ /J^T ^R3WWf»TT: I 

i& JTrWr: ^ *tItrt n a n 

iif raift^rn %5i ^ofi snMfcng. i 
ar^r^ torert torrs^fti n H n 

S%5TT ^ 5R^tET gvrTS3&: i 

^eji^R^Rn%3RR*Rr n ^ n 

fon^^mgflr: -tfW sfra^r^r *tt i 

f^TrTT m R ’TRT ftSnftgR*TT II « II 

*Tg?T ^ ^ RtET ^ Swra: I 

sptff g gRigr ii c n 

vn^^kfr+r^^Fn^f%fir: i 

forTO^ftRftr %*?T ^mw? II ^ II 
*TR TT^fal: 5T%T^r %*TT fHcfll^R: I 

RRq^Rm: n ?* ii 

%5T^*re>lt:«r 3^*?Crg I 

^iRT%8R^^^lf3^T3^r *T@ II H II 
ST^WT ST^toT ^ fl^JIRcTT I 

fRT q^f^^RT ^T'-^F^I ^ ^ffol II * R II 
t, *sr«mi\ R. ‘a*u I i’, V- %i^K’ sr. *r. qia:. 




<z<> ftagrifiRPir 

^^^mTg^'RR;$RRTb II l \ II 
T^WTfRTclIRlAW r l 

qsqf^rar r srf%^rcr r II w u 

ftr: ^rffa: i 

3^^^ strt r^pr cf ii n n 

faftri 3f| q ^ 3 ^rt% i 

rfi § 5^3% 3 crt n ?\ ll 

3gcT *TFR qw fni R55RT cT^FT *: I 

^ #rt *r*trrtr; h ^ ll 
3^Rq: ^T: I 

3^ s*RcTT: R*R3T 3T ^T^cTT qPTRR^RRn II ?<£ II 
1 ^ M I 

^T II ^ II 

35IR13 S*T: T^qcTT: I 
ftnjfa^Rq^RcR ^cTSRRcft j| *o || 

qf|:R^cTT ^ ?RR *T*R ^RRg ^T yj*TT: l 
fea^T *I^TT# R^Rl - ?RR R f^^TcTT: II II 
vm TOyqjFrRcw i 
qf^I^vTFRPTR^^TR^T: \\ W || 

foRRTRTRTSim q^T5!TT^T^ ^ft^T^T: | 

3RRHR q%RR f^R^TR fl^TR^Il ^ 11 

\. ‘^% r q. *T. mi. 


5 R 3 T: I <; \ 

TcT: ii *8 n 

flfeTT g T TR^T%cT^ | 

3FcRtfR m\ ^fliRTOr^ || RH II 
3?fa I^S^ *T STRq^ I 

Q-R^W^RT 3 %^T^r II ^ II 

eRS^fif^yfo SRTfcTT II R^> II 

%^^RT^NT Q*m m^\ H II 

T^^Tf^T II ^ II 
^RT<RRtfcTT ^T^R^cTIf^I I 
*#re qn%%f%^ r rf|^'Ji ii ii 
srfcpT *R*n^TRT cT^T ^RRI 

TIT^T: 3^WtRR^RR I 
^^frT^RR’TR^I^ RRfRT II VUI 
friT^RffacTT % FK: ftRURlfacTT I 
3TST^r^^T RW RT gyrfcT ^ 3^T II II 
tf^g^jc^un R^$RR^TRRT I 

SI^RTRRT II ‘*8 II 

t. *T. <IP5:. R. ii., ^ 

*113:. V ‘*tf f| g^fa g’ la. IT. qRi:. 
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!T%Tf 5 T ^ ^t qf^T Wf^ || II 


q# iR^WRfa: i 

q^hiR 'Tfert^Tr^r g%: n \x II 

^I>TT H^RTTR ^T’T^ I 
<jj*frcRR *pr.sR 3*w^r^rc: II ii 


3 RRTfa|cTT W 3 cR 3 T: SJT^ftoir 1 
srrt: g Rif?* crt ii \< ii 

crt w§t i 

^T JJRTRT wrft r *ttrt t| ii ^ ll 

CRT WET I 

TOTR 5 # cR q| <?t 5 TT tN$RT: II 8 ° || 

Ov c^ <=\ 

SRTR’RR cTreW f*TT^ TRJf^ | 

trtrt ?nfq ^ tctert %rr n 8 * n 

^ Wr 5 ^ **ir w*fkt ^ I 


f^gWT’R ^RTT^cTcRcT f^^RTTR^ || $R II 

51 -s 

pST^teTRRTH 3 STffeJTUT^TT^ | 

§qfa H^RTR^ II 8 ^ II 
Hv^RkT^TT rW: ?Tf ^T S 5 T: I 

IT rTT^n: ^facTT ^3sft: II 88 I) 


RTc^T 3^RTR g 5WWRR*nfa 3T I 
rRTT vz f{£i f^r^rq^f^Rj; II 8H II 


?. ‘sq’ ^., ‘«T *t. et. qre:. =<. ‘jtrt sr’ *r. *r. qre:- 




5 T 3 KT: 7 * 3 : I <\ 

ggfe: ^TOT^5 ^Cf^i flSTOTfa || II 
’TT^T TOiqfoqrfe: TORTT 1 ^*!^: I 
zxmzz ^^TT ^ gSS 3*^ II 8* II 
^ wwsiir ^ rrf^i 
^«r h*t ^t cT^ =q q*T^ II «< II 
3 ?ttrt g^r: fq^Rin^qq w i 
g*W i^qt ^ g*3T^: II 8% II 

sn?f$mg i 

q^5T«i «jS ^TTf^Tlt: qjqrq^T II V II 

cMItTH^ I 

f^qr^Twf^^g^: qq^ci; n \K il 

srsn ?reg *s% T^s-?m: I 

^in u h* ii 

513CT qeqqq Wf; cRJTT^TFn^qj^cRT: I 
STfor: ^TTU cRT feqqjff ^ II II 

fqq^qi^ qi^of q^% I 

<*-% 3 qf^r wi\ qfqsq^qi: 3^: || H8 II 

?j3Tq^T ^ f^fclg^TR I 

3n<tett3STTq^ TS3>^R<I3J| : te J HYt II 

r* ‘ 5 ^r q^f’ q* to:- # ^. { ^ ; i’ 

to:. ». ‘sn’ to-.. % s. to;. 







^ 3 

JTT^rm^qnt^R: ^ ^ ^ 11 ii 

^srar a-aar i 

W\% %%a ^T*T m^cTcf: II H'* ii 

#nfc£ ^ *prM g^a ^Tfaq^ i 
3T§* %q ^irq ^ qmsaFRia =a II v ll 
#T 3 5 TFT cT«TT g^ *TgT£ RRRRT =a I 

^f^r f^r §a? =a atta^nf^ awrac, ll H^> ll 


^ f^Rr =a 3?^ arcwdK i 
^rtVM sRaq? ftfefasRi^ ll ll 


aar afe aaa: I 

a^ahft ai% asrrasrfaa; aaffiaa; ll *? ll 


qpRTI a^TT: I 

ftnsar *3*aafa q^rMTRqpTcTr: ll ^ ll 
afRqamRRg gafraara; i 
§fe<TFTT a*TT*fta: %al aaT33fS^: II M II 


sfta; *a=a aiafaaiataa: i 
$a: <marcfT wr #fe«w; ii *#• ii 
3*a*sa ^ faVgg^ifeara^ i 
§*pr fan =a#?a g^maa; ii ll 

$. TOr. \. ‘^Jt'qi’ K1' q. TO:. ( ^f- 
S*W*« 3 J’, ». ‘B|» «: ora. n. ‘sr’ »T. q( 5 :. ‘q’ 

f. a. TO:. 


gr^r: i 

^ *rqgq^ ii v*. n 
Wqi^TT^r^rcT^ I 

f&T^grF^^JT ^Rcl^TF^ || V® II 
rF3^ SR^TTqt «HFTT ^^§33^^ | 

^Tf^T^TI *R 5 ft JT^RrRT SR^^I'l II 
snCTSITSRT^ f8T^ ^1^: I 
^ ^ fod Hfa TtCT^Rqs 5^- II V*. II 
fd ^RftqRsred %wt^t i 

<ftd fill'd %£* 3 ^qq^|| vso u 

?ij =qrfa^m i 

^Rrfel%t: 5^; fq*THcT: II vs Ml 

fST?€RT ^5 =qpcT Tf^Tcnf^I^^^ | 

*§f% w^t j^fht 5 <tt^ n vs^ ii 

f^HrUH 5 ^rq! i 

fe sqF flftffqrfarfa ^i\ *r q^rera n *\ H 
<r ^ wgk awr^ i 
qft^t II ^ || 

srra% wn^\ % OT^StgWt II vsH || 
%g;Rf ^TcTTT ifl^ qT ] 

^qnre^rareT sn^^RKran* n ^ 11 
?• ‘ 3 «q*n\ R. ‘w’ »r. q. qre:. 

q. qis:. V. ‘3N gqT *T. IT. q|5:. 



^T *TC(# 5TTRT ^TTO: S*T: II ** II 

'jpSfRR I 

*TO: II ** II 

f^RTRT W: fH$A I 

y& sn^ ^ ii \®\ ii 

wmw ^Tg^i%wFRT i 
^ fawrc q ^ in* n 
cT^STf^T SFt^JTOT sn^: ^T% ^ i 

5TR? rfr. cri *ro r: j| 

%r toi f^rf f^^Tcr n c^ ii 
TTR f 4 Ffatf cT^R 3 I 

^*R ^q%^q^T HT5RT =*? *TT<F?51^ II II 
3TRR^ITTRR|r F^IT FT^TR^cR: I 
RR TOTT ^^TOH^TR^r II £8 II 

fRISFTT ^RTT ! WRSqftf F% l 
$4<M*?f<TTC cT«TT f^W^T II cH II 

«TRTT ^RT%^ § RTR(. I 

W f^OTT {% w T^T || t*. II 

?. ‘sf!:’ F. *T. TO:. R. 1’ 3>. TO:. V 

*?. * 1 . *. 9. qra:. 


sretew: | <Z \9 

ffrr t^t^t h wsm msi ^ q*&ui: ^ II 

f$ST 3%^ ^ ^T 5 I 

srmg^R ^fr^T rp^TTf^r: grcra, a *< 11 

^frr sftsrer q^Tf i 

^^Tqq^q>Tf^ Mfr: n 11 

*T5fT?R ^ i 

tTRirf^^R ^ II V II 

<pr tt^t ^ **to: i 

%trr ^ ^c SR*?: u u n 

W^ %T Jfirr ^ ^ 1 

IFRT M^RI qtsA tfR^fof%?RTpT^ II 
S*r *«rf^5 ^qr srj i 

^RTC^R i%R II <UI1 

wmi q»nfo v cTct: h \» h 

^ qrc§qz3l gi^r: ll 

aw iz^\ i 

3W cT^nfff ^qR^RRf^Srr^ I 
qfr^qr^RHPTtsf^ *ra?mi*l«i: II K II 

t ‘*Tt’ IT. qre:. ‘qt *T. 5.^:. 





flwjafalRf 

f| a^a ^ ii * II 

sla^aataTacfrSaag 3 a; i 

aa a€ aaaprca aia% n * u 

^ WOT a§a I 

f^r am:qt aRr^%: aat 3 atm 11«11 
f^OTT ajft^OTT 3 aaFat STTfS^T *J5: I 
ffPROTpT a^T^a##^ II ^ H 
^tw^pot'jt aaasrpi^a: 1 
SOTPFffea JTtm: W5?TPI II 5 il 

3a: fI^ pt^h far^ a ^fc?a i 

sjot apt a>&ar sa^saa ii^ii 
3 %wfpa^RTOT i<aiaa*af^ mr% 1 
TO ^ fowjTTFT^T |RTaOTTgat: WT^ II C ‘I 
sa^PSTwtt oqj^^Tf^paa: I 

%a amra a^atsfa aaraiaa ii \ 11 
aa*at aRPa %a f| ( 

^aapasr afrat fasPa^fa ato: m» 11 
Pm% ^Ta |rot sar$#i§aTa. aa: 1 
afaaRaasa |rt ara’amPP sraau ? s 11 
aa: %H^a |rt ^twt aapa a 1 
55am a ?3%a a^iaOT aa^aa. ii m 

*. ‘ 5 d: r a- *1. as-. \- ‘aift 3’ a. a* q. s. tis:. 
a! a. *t. q. to:. 


SHTTI^R STIfg^: §*PTrft<!: I! U II 
rrrrRt^S^T: I 
tftaTJI cl%q H^cfRPTi: || ?« || 
R«RJT ^cTT'^fo: «?TRr^nT%3rc; I 

JJ^TS^cT ^^TT ^11 ^ II 

?m: *3T$rcHf sricfr smerarc §9: i 
5T§ ^T ST^TcTT t^Tc-TI ^fSRSPttgft: II \% II 
SRRTfra-cRgr cTT f H^T I 

sqRreqs; strict ^^r%^3^cTq; ll ?« ll 

RrerVq I 

^PTicT^riT^r^r^^ grTF^fa: II ?C II 

RR qROTTR%RcJ; ll nil 
SFiTSPTT^Rrrfr ^rmstr ^ramr^ i 

^I^^TcT: II *«ll 
RrJ 3*T ftTRRrS^TN ^qqfc^^JT^flJTR. I 
^T ^RTS3*T R$T: STlRcT: II * Ml 

Wq-R cTrT: $WRpf ^rfe RRq: I 
*jf^r ^ Rfrfrr ^ ii w\\ 

*rraqt ^ i 

3TSTf^ cT^T# |) ^ \\ 


?. ‘ 5 U’ *f. *r. *. w:. 


$$RT cISRTT RT^ faf%?TRR ^r ^ il %« II 

ftsRq gr% u^rrs^RTire: i 
srm vtft s3fa% n *h ii 
JT tg%^T§^ <tt£ct: i 

$m%rr q^JTS^T ^TRTSR^ RKWTcr || R\ II 

'jrc'Jnf^RTrc ^TR^r $fesw§5rq; i 

*^?RRRcRST || *v» |l 

sn^o^R IRFcT: tfRTRJ^ff^ | 

^ ^ ^ JTR’^F f^??RJ£?: || \* || 

ffiM’Mfcm ^fepI^FR I 

A 

^way^3^^*2i«nfciT: li 11 

'Tf ^RR5^T^ f ^ %T%^: I 

WlfffrT^TR ^c3Rfr ^RF^Hc!. II II 
fRR^TRI FRfaRRsR 3*n*TCffar% I 
RT*T2T WTT%-7 h$4 <TIR cR-JT II ^11 
^1%ft|fe|R;i?:^^R: i 

^SPIRT *\Z\^ <*UTRT cT«rr 3^: II ^ |l 
STT^RRIR^T %r I 

f^^RR?5^ qr^’iyrT^ ^r^r; n ^ 11 

fWT ^ STf^T ^ ^ spTO: II H 
*• *. q|3: *. ‘9i» IjT. it. «T. ». <R3: 



^ ^RcR 4 *T&Tn=Rr ,j 3<t II 

q^R $m ^r^Tf^T^TT I 
3T5T%f^nJTcT: ^T || U II 

SJ^^^^KRjSrT =5T I 
r TRIl ^H I §tTT#T ^rmf^T: il V® II 

s fraifa H'5# <T^TT: 1 

^ 3 

r^sTt: R^cfrmR* ^R^r n \* n 

’TTrTRST^m ^RTTSf I 

sqi^IRT cRTT §<qT R*qRffqfa^J 3 II W M 

<mq 

^n ?r^ gq snig^t Rn^r %%q>: ll#®H 

ura qqlftfaq^s I 

3tff% «TRqp|fac^T arfocTR^ WI II «V II 
5TSIFS <TTf%4 l 

eqRqrfcrc; Sjfo q frff ll #* II 

^! q§cRcRmfa3cf I 
<q %f^r! * 1 $ Rmsiq ii a* n 
^ *r% 3 *T*fsfcre; ^ ^ ^ i 

f^T*T qi?RTT ^ 5TRTT5 ^TcT: II «# ll 

U*WhHT^: sn^f^gr ^R^m^ll 
f^T ^ 5R3?r RRlfc lltfHIl 

t. *w\ W ^..qrs:. v ‘e^rc. in* g, *t. ir:. 

•». ‘W’ S, »T. *. *, TR;. 




l^tpflcTFTi 

*F 9 n%^: *FR*Hf 5 irFcT^Rlf^HHcT^ II '*\ II 

3^ WVW? RRT^ tPRRiT'R Rg-q g I 
3 TR*RR*Rr «R*T f^lRR# R ^TT^fr: || 8 V 9 II 
<R3t# ^ IRR^o^R^cT^ I 

fm^ sroWm $sfw 3^* sCTrac ii a* i 

%^R>qoqTfqR^t^R^TR^TI%cfT: I 
tfOT flR fTcTS^T: SRRTgfcRTHl: II 8% II 
SRftfRT^ ^ % cN%^. % 5 ZRR*mr: I 
^mfa^rssr ^Rsqr^rm %*ra 11 h® ii 

fa?W*HTRfa^TH f*Rm*flfqqT 3 ^ i 
*&W qftgfef ^Rpfptew *Rc^ II H? II 
f^R^TRm jflRF 35m 3 T RRiRRc*. I 
sawn^H Err^# ?r 5 ti^ 11 11 

5 ?TO*gw*r rt^ «rr*t qfMWg 1 

9\XW1 gEftTO; ^RRqNRT *rrt: (| || 

stor sn*rawr qf>4^ ^itr a«rr i 

qf^JFSrflrS 5 TR: II H« 11 

T^^RTri fa^cTTl% I 

%i( 3 T qT g q 5 R%<* II HH H 

®lgmt %q? gcrctau: II H 
*. ‘3 g’ «, ‘;s: g’ ^r. <ns:. ‘fo gj u. <TR:. 

3 . ‘f.V- h* w. V.2.*. V, ‘V *f. qi3:. 



» <i>V 

SFTFTTCfaffafa fa =3 fafa: I 
wfrrt fa^TT faT Tfa^FRsmfarSW: II H* II 
^Tfr ^th^: i 

:STT*T^«I *W*T T.IR: ^ ^ II HC II 

fa 3i4 ^cjff^fafa ST^fa I 
fa4 W [Wrf^I(i;wp4 im II 

^STfa *?|Tl^wj: 1 

^Irfo^T ^p^TOTfeTOs II II 

a^rfa ^ 5 ^ ft^r^crfa 5 ** sign i 

ffairaT^ftiFitfa g»4 facM ii *ui 

ffaw frsR^TC: smifa? 1 

m^TSIfTsPTf 1 n? gf|^fa Sfa: *ffe: II II 

far^i rer-n ffafrc: ^^t«t I 

*fa ^ SKlfafai I Kill 

IRWR^li^R: ftf^l §f^~fa I 
* 

flffit: sifaT * 7 >: II II 

^T fc' T faj rfiqf ^ I 

<3pp fa*I *fa cT^T 4 W: II Vt II 

'W ftnjrcmsf ^ «l*fa ^ ffa3T *fa I 

fag^ *nfa*H ssrfa ll n 'll 

^rcfaT H3T$T SFW I 

wfaiS g«ir * 3 >fa sfa 11 v» n 

», ‘q* ^1 *T. *T. ff. 113:. \. ‘^’ *r. *T. qns:, 




<U feflwr 

re f$m re *rrer to re: i 

C A. 

f^FTT: ftsffi?: II II 

fr renre re% ^ ^r^r: i 
reffa srw %qr s^towt ^r: 11 u 
%tot Rr%qr i 

smn^wn^m: sn^w: qron 11 vs. n 
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